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   As we journey through this season of Lent, the Apostle Paul’s appeal in 
Romans 12:1-2 is instructive. I encourage you to read and reflect on the 
entire passage, but for this article, I want to draw your attention to one 
statement. He writes, “I appeal to you…to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice.” The Old Testament system of sacrifices is complex and I do 
not claim to understand all the different sacrifices or their diversity of 
meanings. To simplify the discussion, I mention here three categories of 
sacrifice.  

 1. An expression of reverence toward God.
 2. An expression of thanksgiving for God’s goodness to us.
 3. An appeal to God for forgiveness of sin and removal of guilt.

   For us as Christians, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
eliminated the old system of sacrifices. And yet, Paul here speaks of us 
presenting a sacrifice. What he is calling us to is not the offering of a 

A Living Sacri�ce

We are already making plans for Vacation Bible School. Please join us for a day of
crafting all the VBS decor Saturday, March 28 at 10:00 a.m.  

sacrificial animal but the presentation of our own lives, our “bodies.” 
What he is calling us to is not ritual but our daily lives conducted in an 
atmosphere of reverence for God and as an expression of thanksgiv-
ing to God.
 
   This concept encompasses all of life, including the most ordinary 
routines and demands of everyday life. It is said that one day Saint 
Francis of Assisi was working in his garden when an acquaintance 
happened by. He stopped and talked for a few minutes. Then he 
asked, “What would you do if you learned that the Lord was going to 
return today?” Saint Francis thought for a moment and then replied, “I 
think I would finish hoeing this row of cabbages.” His response empha-
sizes that everything, even the most ordinary responsibility, is to be 
conducted in a sense of being an offering to God.
       
   It seems to me that this season of Lent can serve as a period of time 
in which we more fully submit our daily lives to his lordship so that 
every part of life is presented as a living sacrifice. As you reflect on this 
emphasis, what are the personal implications for you?

     

The Medical Equipment Ministry accepts donations of usable in-home 
medical equipment and supplies and makes them available at no cost to 
individuals in need of these resources. Since its inception in October 2011, 
Steve Kathman has provided equipment and supplies to over 400 people in 
the local community and some of those people continue to receive supplies 
as they are donated. In doing God’s work, Steve has partnered with several 
local organizations.  The ministry picks up and delivers, inspects, cleans and 
repairs items, and provides emotional, social and spiritual needs. 

If you know someone in need or would like to donate contact Steve at 
704-397-7763. Thank you to the members that have donated as well as 
shared the information about the ministry.  To God be the Glory!
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Financial Statistics

Sunday, March 15 ~ 2 Thessalonians 1-3
  8:30 a.m.   Early Worship - FLC
  9:45 a.m.   Sunday School for All Ages
10:55 a.m.   Worship in the Sanctuary

Monday, March 16 ~ 1 Timothy 1-6
  9:00 a.m.   Prayer in Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.   Sewing Group
12:00 p.m.   Line Dancers - Gym

Tuesday, March 17 ~ 2 Timothy 1-4
  6:00 p.m.   Precepts Bible Study - Adams Hall
  6:00 p.m.   Yoga - FLC
  7:00 p.m.   Men’s Basketball - Gym  

Wednesday, March 18 ~ Titus 1-3 & Philemon
  9:30 a.m.   Precepts Bible Study - Adams Hall
  5:00 p.m.   Family Night Meal (Chopped Pork BBQ, Pinto 
                    Beans, Slaw, & Dessert)
  5:45 p.m.   Activities for Children & Students 
  7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary Choir Practice

Thursday, March 19 ~ Hebrews 1-6
 11:00 a.m.   Senior Adult Luncheon - FLC 
  8:00 p.m.   Senior Basketball - Gym         

Friday, March 20 ~ Hebrew 7-10
12:00 p.m.   Line Dancers - Gym

Saturday, March 21 ~ Hebrews 11-13
Sunday, March 22 ~ James 1-5

  8:30 a.m.   Early Worship - FLC
  9:45 a.m.   Sunday School for All Ages
10:55 a.m.   Worship in Sanctuary
11:00 a.m.    Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser - FLC

Monday, March 23 ~ 1 Peter 1-5
  9:00 a.m.   Prayer in Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.   Sewing Group
12:00 p.m.   Line Dancers

Tuesday, March 24 ~ 2 Peter 1-3
  6:00 p.m.   Precepts Bible Study - Adams Hall
  6:00 p.m.   Yoga - FLC
  7:00 p.m.   Men’s Basketball - Gym

Wednesday, March 25 ~ 1 John 1-5
  9:30 a.m.   Precepts Bible Study
  5:00 p.m.   Family Night Meal (Chicken Tetrazzini, 
                    Broccoli, Salad, & Dessert) 
  5:45 p.m.   Adult Bible Study
  5:45 p.m.   Activities for Students and Children
  7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary Choir Practice

Thursday, March 26 ~ 2 and 3 John & Jude
  8:00 p.m.   Senior Basketball - Gym

Friday, March 27 ~ Revelation 1-4
12:00 p.m.   Line Dancers  - Gym

Saturday, March 28 ~ Revelation 5-9
 10:00 a.m.   VBS Craft Day

Church Staff Directory
Dr. Roger Gilbert.........................................................................Interim Pastor

Mr. James Martin..................................................Minister of Music & Worship

Ms. Melissa Wilson...........................................Minister of Children & Families

Mr. Eddie Wiseman...........................................Accompanist / Music Assistant

Budget - Received                   

Alms                                                                         

Designated - Received                                  

Building Reserve - Received                                

TOTAL GIVING WEEK OF 3/1/15

TOTAL GIVING WEEK OF 3/8/15

Budget for 2014-2015

Budget Received-Year to Date

Remaining in Budget - Unfunded                  

Designated Funds Received-Year to Date     

Alms Received-Year to Date                              

Building Reserve-Year to Date                         

Total Giving-Year to Date                          

Weeks of March 1 & 8 2015

Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of March 1 & 8, 2015

Church in Bible Study  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .104. . . . . . . . . . . . . 111

Church in Worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188 . . . . . . . . . . . . 226 

  8:30 a.m. service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81

10:55 a.m. service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .113. . . . . . . . . . . . . 145
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Inclement Weather Policy
Our church follows the Iredell-Statesville Schools policy for 
closings due to inclement weather. If the schools are closed, the 
church office is closed and all church activities for that day are 
canceled. You may check the church closing status by calling 
the church office and checking the recording (704-873-7231), 
checking our website (www.statesvillefbc.org), and checking the 
following TV stations (WBTV, Charlotte; WSOC-TV, Charlotte; 
WCNC-TV, Charlotte).
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0.00
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Schedule

See! The winter is past;
    the rains are over and gone.
Flowers appear on the earth;
   the season of singing has come,
the cooing of doves
   is heard  in our land. - Song of Songs 2:11-12

The Medical Equipment Ministry accepts donations of usable in-home medical equipment and supplies and makes them available at no cost to 
individuals in need of these resources. Since its inception in October 2011, Steve Kathman has provided equipment and supplies to over 400 people 
in the local community and some of those people continue to receive supplies as they are donated. In doing God’s work, Steve has partnered with 
several local organizations.  The ministry picks up and delivers, inspects, cleans and repairs items, and provides emotional, social and spiritual 
needs. 

If you know someone in need or would like to donate contact Steve at 704-397-7763. Thank you to the members that have donated as well as shared 
the information about the ministry.  To God be the Glory!



Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser
Sunday, March 22, 2015

11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. ~ FLC
This fundraiser will be a little different. We will still have it from 11:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m., but I just need a few parents to help out in serving the 
food. No one needs to bring anything! If you are able to help boil some 
noodles and set up please contact Melissa Wilson at 704-873-7231, 
ext. 308.

Children's Choir Notes
The Children's Choir will help lead in worship at the 11:00 service on 
March 29 & April 26. Please make every effort to have your child at 
these services, so they can help lead the worship.

It is almost time for the church to make another deposit for Look Up Lodge. I know that some of you have taken advantage of the payment Plan 
Landon set up, which is awesome! Others have paid for various portions of their trip. Over the course of the next week, I am going to e-mail each 
of you with a statement. If you are not on the payment plan your next deposit will be due by Sunday, April 5. If you have any questions please feel 
free to contact me at melissa@statesvillefbc.org or my cell is 828-499-0676.

A Note of Appreciation From Habitat For Humanity
Dear Members of First Baptist Church.

Thank you so much for your faithful support of our housing ministry and your recent 
gift of $88.00.

Many families in our community are faced with excruciating choices between 
housing costs, food, clothing and medical expenses. They yearn to escape their 
present housing circumstances and enjoy the benefits of homeownership that many 
people take for granted.

Habitat’s ministry does much more than build houses: it strengthens families by 
providing the foundation in life for greater financial security, improved health and 
education, and civic responsibility. Thank you for your partnership in our ministry.

Thank you for being part of this miracle. Your generosity blesses the lives of others 
each day.

Jeff Porter
Executive Director

A Note of Appreciation From Fifth Street Ministries
Diakonos is beginning its 26th year of work in Iredell County. 
We are mostly appreciative of this circle of friends who 
support the work of caring for the poor, the hungry and the 
abused. Every day, people receive necessary services that 
sometimes literally save lives, or help that moves them 
towards a more stable, quality life. You have a hand in making 
that happen, and we are forever grateful to you for your 
kindness.

There are days we feel as though our soapboxes are getting 
too much use, but how can we not speak out when we see so 
much need? Homelessness is a symptom of a multitude of 
other issues, and sometimes the needs are extremely 
complex. Unemployment, under-employment, mental illness, 
substance abuse, domestic violence are just to mention a 
few. A new trend in homelessness we are seeing involves 
those individuals in their 50’s who have lost employment for 
one reason or another, and it has meant the end of a several 
decade career. These folks find themselves without a roof 
over their heads, a place to shower and do laundry, etc. Most 
of all they need a place to begin putting the pieces back 
together and find a sustainable income. That’s where we 
come in.

A comfortable bed, a hot nutritious meal, access to medical 
care, access to mental health and substance abuse 
treatment, educational opportunities, safety from an abuser, 
court advocacy and domestic violence counseling, outreach 
to the homeless mentally ill are just to name a few of the 
things we are able to provide those in need. And we cannot 
do it alone. You are such a part of the work of Diakonos, and 
we are so very grateful.

Thank you for your donation of $228.83 on 2/27/2015 for 
general operating expenses. This donation was received for 
Diakonos, Inc., doing business as Fifth Street Ministries, with 
no exchange for goods or personal gain.

Blessings for the coming new year. My wish is that every day 
you will find reason to share the grace and love that is freely 
given to us.

Sincerely,
Patti West, Executive Director

A Note of Appreciation From Hospice of Iredell County
Dear Church Members:

Thank you for your participation in providing quality end-of-life care to patients in 
need at the Gordon Hospice House. Your outreach ministry of our Wall of Faith 
program is designated to assist with the financial needs for patient care at the 
Gordon Hospice House.

The Gordon Hospice House provides inpatient care for patients who require around 
the clock care, regardless of whether the patient has insurance or the ability to pay 
for care. With your congregation’s support, our caregiving team at the house can 
continue to provide compassion, comfort and dignity for each individual and their 
family. 

So thank you for your congregation’s giving heart that ensures end-of-life care at the 
hospice house is accessible to all in Iredell County and surrounding communities 
regardless of diagnoses, race, age, beliefs, or financial situations. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me at 704-873-4179 if you have any questions or 
needs.

Sincerely, Terri Phillips, President/CEO 

Notes of Appreciation

Children’s Ministry

Student Ministry

 VBS Craft Day
Saturday, March 28, 2015

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. ~ Adams Hall
 We can use your help in making props and decorations for VBS! There 
will be a variety of crafts from papier mache to cutting paper. Everyone 
is welcome to help! We will meet in Adams Hall at 10:00 a.m.!

Save the Date!
Easter Egg Hunt

Saturday, April 4, 2015
10:00 a.m.
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If you know someone in need or would like to donate contact Steve at 704-397-7763. Thank you to the members that have donated as well as shared 
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Announcements

Acolytes
Sunday, March 15

Sunday, March 22

Sunday, March 22
Hannah Beale & Matthew Johnson

Audrey Allison & Sean Martin

Sunday, March 22

Coffee Rotation
Sunday, March 15

Gary & Patricia Fyfe

David Potter

Worship Greeters
Sunday, March 15

Bill Henderson

Chris Buckner

Matthew Waugh

Gary Fyfe

Patricia Fyfe

Butch Price

Eddy Sipe

Monica Williams

Ginny Stikeleather

Hilda Lee

Clarance Poole

Mike McLain

Prayer Draws Us Near To God

Yard Sale Donations
Thank you to everyone for your donations to the church yard sale set for Saturday, 
May 2. Please be sure to bring all your donations inside the church. Please do not 
leave them outside. Thank you! - FBC staff

Operation Inasmuch ~ Saturday, April 25, 2015
Please save the date! Operation Inasmuch will take place 
Saturday, April 25. Please look for more details soon!

Dinner & Talent Show
Saturday, April 11, 2015

6:00 p.m. ~ FLC
The Belize Team will host an Italian dinner and talent show to raise funds for the 
mission trip to Belize this summer. This team will operate various ministries in 
Cristo Rey, Belize this summer. Please plan to support this team. The minimum 
donation for this event is $10.00/adult and $5.00/10 & under. Please plan to 
support this team! 

Prayer is simply "drawing near to God". In prayer we can be honest about our concerns and entrust them to God. As reassuring as that is, it 
brings up some questions: if prayer is that simple, why do so many of us have weak prayer lives? Is it possible for an "ordinary" Christian to 
pray with the passion of David and the power of Elijah? In our study, "The Essentials of Effective Prayer", we will answer these questions and 
more from God's Word. Please join us! You can start at any time. Since there is no homework, there is no catching up to do. Ask God what He 
would have you do. We meet on Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. and Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. How great it would be to see our entire church united in 
prayer!
 
His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather

Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser
Sunday, March 22, 2015

11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
The Children’s Ministry will host a spaghetti lunch to raise funds 
for the children’s trip to Look Up Lodge this summer. Please come 
by to eat lunch and make a donation!

Senior Adult Luncheon
Thursday, March 19, 2015

11:00 a.m. ~ FLC
The Senior Adult Luncheon for March will be Thursday, March 19. You don’t want 
to miss this program to be presented by Andy Lackey, who is currently Associate 
Pastor at Western Avenue Baptist Church. He will entertain us with a program of 
magic. The program will begin at 11:00 a.m. and the lunch will be served at 12:00 
p.m. Cost of the lunch is $6.00 payable at the door. To reserve your seat, call the 
church at 704-872-7231, or sign up in your Sunday School class.

Please note: Because our February meeting was canceled twice due to inclement 
weather, those members 85 and older will be honored at our May meeting.

James McNiel

Wilma McNiel

Stan Williams

Jim Van Zee

Nedra Van Zee


