
THE INTERIM
From the Pastor...

The Lewis Family (Sonja, Piper, Darbee, Boomer, & David) enjoy soup 
and baked potatoes at the Look Up Lodge Fundraiser.

9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School

March Madness is in full swing. Of course the madness isn’t just on the court. People do some crazy things – like dressing up in crazy 
outfits and skipping work to watch basketball. It’s fun to go all out and little harm is done long term.

One of the things I admire about March Madness is how thousands of people come together to root for their teams. It’s not just about 
the five players on the floor. There’s an entire team on the bench itching to get in the game. There are coaches and trainers working 
behind the scene. There are pep bands, students, alumni and fans filling the stands.

There are also countless people filling out brackets and screaming at their television sets. It is kind of crazy, but it is also a lot of fun.  
It’s a way to feel like you’re part of something bigger than yourself. In fact, all of the teams are wearing shirts that say “Family.” Though 
that’s a Nike ad, it also depicts the spirit of being on a team.

First Baptist Church does something this time of year that seems a little crazy too. It’s not March Madness, because it doesn’t happen 
until April 13. It does, however, unite our congregation as an entire team.  We come together as a church family to form a team that 
blankets our community in missions.

Some folks might think we’re crazy to give up a Saturday to work for others, but we know that we are actually working for Christ.  And 
like there are various levels of participation on a basketball team, there are mission projects for every skill set and ability.  No one 
project is more important than another.  They all point to Christ’s love.

What about you?  Will you join your church family on April 13 to be part of our Missions Madness?  We need everyone’s help and 
there is a place for you on our team.  Operation Inasmuch is one of my favorite days of the year and I look forward to seeing you there. 
God will be with us, so the only way we can lose is not to show up. 
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Financial Statistics

Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of March 17 & 24, 2019

Church in Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120. . . . . . . . . .133

Church in Worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205. . . . . . . . . .188

3/243/17

Giving Goal

Budget Receipts

Needed to Meet Goals

Alms (Eddie Steele Fund)

Designated

Year-to-Date
70,296.00

51,296.00

19,000.00

1,964.00

10,660.00

477,132.00

401,917.00

75,215.00

2,680.00

67,399.00

March

Sunday, March 31
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Venture Voices

5:00 p.m. Venture Students
Monday, April 1

9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
Tuesday, April 2

10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
6:00 p.m. Precept Bible Study

Wednesday, April 3
9:30 a.m. Precept Bible Study

2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday After School Program
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal

6:00 p.m. Activities for Children & Students
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study

7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, April 4

1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
Sunday, April 7

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary

4:00 p.m. Venture Voices
5:00 p.m. Venture Students

Monday, April 8
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary

Tuesday, April 9
10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
6:00 p.m. Precept Study
Wednesday, April 10

9:30 a.m. Precept Bible Study
2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday After School Program

5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
6:00 p.m. Activities for Children & Students

6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice

Thursday, April 11
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet

Saturday, April 13
8:00 a.m. Operation Inasmuch

9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School Monday, April 1
9:00 a.m. Pickleball 

11:45 a.m. Linedancers
Tuesday, April 2

7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, April 3
8:00 a.m. Pickleball

2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday After-School Program
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal

Thursday, April 4
9:00 a.m. Pickleball

1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
7:00 p.m. Senior Men’s Basketball

Friday, April 5
11:45 a.m. Linedancers

Monday, April 8
9:00 a.m. Pickleball 

11:45 a.m. Linedancers
Tuesday, April 9

7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, April 10
 8:00 a.m. Pickleball

2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday After-School Program
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Thursday, April 11
9:00 a.m. Pickleball

1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
7:00 p.m. Senior Men’s Basketball

Friday, April 12
11:45 a.m. Linedancers



“And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14).

“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

Satan is like an angel of light. His method is compromise and complacency. I find it more difficult to deal with an angel of light than 
to deal with a roaring lion. At least you know who the enemy is when it’s a roaring lion. However, one must really have the leader-
ship of the Holy Spirit when he deals with an angel of light.

If the follower of Jesus is to live under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, he must remove every hindrance to God’s leading. For 
example, he cannot pray, “Lead me not into the temptation of lust,” and watch sexually provocative movies. He cannot pray, “Lead 
me away from impure thought,” and read literature that is profane and impure. One cannot submit to the leadership of God and 
retain habits that grieve the Holy Spirit. God is ready to lead when the Christian is ready to follow.

Prayer is not a plea for the absence of trials, but it is supplication for God’s leadership in the midst of trials.

Holy Spirit, I submit to Your leadership! Help me to quickly recognize the work of Satan in my life, and to see the double-minded-
ness in my actions when they contradict what I say I believe. Lead me far away from anything that grieves You. Cleanse me and 
purify me.  Prepare me for battle as I cry out to You for deliverance from the temptations that the enemy sets up against me. Lead 
me into the way of holiness, for I am ready to follow You with my whole heart.
 
                                                                                            –Adapted from The Prayer Factor by Sammy Tippit.     

 

 

Beware of the Angel of Light

Look Up Lodge Fundraiser
Sunday, March 17, 2019

Holy Week at FBC
Sunday, April 14

Palm Sunday

Thursday, April 18
Maundy Thursday Service

7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary

Friday, April 19
Good Friday Community Service

12:00 p.m. 
Broad Street UMC

Saturday, April 20
Easter Egg Hunt

10:00 a.m. - Front Lawn
Rain Location: gym

Sunday, April 21
Easter Sunday

8:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast
FLC

9:15 a.m. Joint Sunday School
FLC

10:00 a.m. Worship
Sanctuary
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Announcements

CBF Misson Bites

Mission Bite 122: The cake is delicious!
We met Peter's family when we were informed that he was in need of 
a scholarship. His teachers praised his work and encouraged him to 
further his education beyond the required 9th grade. Peter is a smart, 
charming and personable guy.

His parents wanted him to continue too. The problem was that his dad 
had just been laid off from work. They had funds to get him started, 
but were not sure about the future.

In cooperation with his parents, we worked out to have funds 
available from a local partner to reimburse Peter for any school 
expenses his parents needed help with. 

Three years later, Peter graduated. He is rightly proud of his success 
and shares with us his joy.  

Today I am in the town where Peter now works. I am preparing to lead 
a Bible study in the village where he grew up. I go to the coffee shop 
where Peter has been employed for a couple of years now. He greets 
me with his signature smile and warm handshake. 

Peter delivers the coffee I ordered. "How much?" I ask. "Nothing, 
Shane. For you, nothing." And then he returns with a cake, "It is 
wonderful. Enjoy it."

Now I have to enjoy (without tears) the success and hospitality of a 
precious, successful friend. The cake is delicious!

- Shane McNary, field personnel serving in Slovakia

Mission Bite 123: Roma Friends
These Roma friends of ours live in Moldova, the poorest country in 
Europe. There isn’t much employment there for majority Moldovans, 
and even less for Roma.

Therefore, these brothers and sisters in Christ have worked as 
migrant workers in Ireland (sorting recycling), England (Internet 
warehouse), Germany (KFC kitchen), and now the Netherlands 
(picking tomatoes in a greenhouse). They can earn more in a week 
doing this than they could in a month in Moldova, but the hours are 
long and the work is hard.

There are other costs, too. Radj has been separated from his wife and 
baby daughter for six months. This is why we pray and work for 
transformational development in their own communities.

- Keith Holmes and Mary van Rheenen, field personnel in the Nether-
lands

Transportation Ministry Needs Drivers
Our Transportation Ministry is in need of drivers that would be able 
to drive our members who are unable to drive themselves to doctor 
appointments. If you are interested in being part of this important 
ministry, please contact Hilda Lee at 704-876-0590. 

Welcome to Our Church Family!
Amy Moore joined our congregation at 
the 10:00 a.m. worship service on 
Sunday, March 17. Amy is scheduled to 
be baptized on Easter Sunday. Welcome 
to our church family!

Have you Noticed...
Have you ever wondered what to do if you noticed any lights 
burned out, or windows not cleaned, or over-flowing trashcans, or 
anything that needed a little touching up? Well, now you can do 
something about it. All you need to do is fill out an “I Have Noticed 
. . .” card and drop it in the box located on the counter at the 
Welcome Center. This will help us with little projects that don’t 
always get noticed right away by the staff. Your help and diligence 
will help keep FBC looking great.

Operation Inasmuch
Saturday, April 13, 2019

Be sure to mark your calendar for this wonderful day of service. 
There will be many projects and a place for all to serve. Be on the 
lookout for a list of projects. We will need many hands to make this 
day a success. 

Christmas Sympathy
...is extended to Ellen Tsumas and family in the death of her 
mother, Odell Aman, on March 16, 2019.

...is extended to the family of Keith Mackey in his death on March 
17, 2019.

Prayer Chain
Our Prayer Team will form a prayer chain. Members of the chain 
will receive a telephone call when there is a prayer concern. If you 
would like to be part of this chain, please sign up at the Welcome 
Center or call the church office at 704-873-7231. 

Randy’s BBQ Fundraiser for Belize Mission Trip
Tuesday, April 23, 2019

5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Plan to have dinner at Randy’s BBQ in Statesville on Tuesday, 
April 23. A portion of all sales will go directly to our Belize 
Team. You may dine in or carry out. Be sure to tell 
them you are there for the fundraiser. Please be 
on the lookout for other opportunities to dine to 
donate to our Belize Team. 

Dine
Donate

to


