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From the Pastor...

Thank you so much for all the well wishes for my son upon his ordination.
It was a joy to see JD blessed by First Baptist Church of Commerce,
Georgia, where serves as Children’s Minister. It was also a blessing to
visit with my extended family as we
celebrated three generations of Granade
pastors.

While we are honored that God has
chosen three consecutive generations of
ministers from our family, there’s an even
more amazing story of God’s grace. At
the ordination, my dad told about his
grandfather, Napoleon Granade, who
was a deacon at Frankville Baptist
Church in south Alabama.

Frankville Bapitst Church was a rural
congregation that was served by itinerant
preachers and my great-grandfather
Napoleon longed for the church to have a
full-time pastor. So every afternoon when
he stopped working in the fields, he
would kneel at the tree line and pray for God to raise up a pastor for their
church. More specifically, Napoleon prayed that God would call one of his
sons to ministry.

God has a sense of humor, because he answered my great-grandfather’s
prayers in a unique way. NONE of Napoleon’s children felt called to minis-
try. However, SEVEN of his grandsons became ministers, with my father
being the youngest of the seven. These seven also had sons and daugh-
ters who answered the call to ministry and there are dozens of Granade
men and women serving as pastors, missionaries, and church staff minis-
ters.

Prayer is powerful and it can change our lives. | am grateful for the legacy
my great-grandfather established through prayer, but | am just as grateful

for the continued prayers of God’s people throughout my life. | know you

prayed for me even before | became
your pastor and | feel your prayers
each day of my ministry.

| don't tell you this story to brag, but to
remind us that God answers prayer.
— . The same great God who answered
© Napoleon Granade’s prayers is still
answering prayers today. In fact, all of
us at First Baptist Church are the
answer to prayers of God’s faithful
people who went ahead of us in the
faith. Likewise, we are also called to
be faithful in praying for those who will
come after us.

What seeds are we planting for the
future ministry of First Baptist Church
of Statesville? Are we praying for our
children and youth? Are we praying for those who sit around us each
Sunday? Are we living out our faith so all may know of God’s presence in
our congregation? God wants to do something great at First Baptist
Church of Statesville, but it will only happen if we faithfully answer the call.

As Jeremiah reminded God’s people of his day, “For | know the plans |
have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and
come and pray to me, and | will listen to you” (Jeremiah 29:11-12). Will
you join me in praying for God’s great future for First Baptist Church? Let’s
get to work doing what God has called us to do!

Great Work Day!
Thank you to the dozens of folks who helped make our work day a great success last Saturday. Three different crews accomplished very different
tasks. One group set up for our Fall Festival. A second partnered with Habitat for Humanity to build a much needed handicap ramp. A third dug rocks
out of the tree line near the Family Life Center. These pieces of granite were left over from the construction of our sanctuary and are being reclaimed
to construct our new sign on Davie Avenue. It was great to see both new and long time members of First Baptist Church working side by side to
strengthen our ministries.



Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of October 16 & 23, 2016

Sunday, October 30

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 1016
10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary Church in Bible Study ................... 148............
5:00 p.m. Venture Students Church in Worship 204

Monday, October 31
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Sewing Group
12:00 p.m. Line Dancers
Tuesday, November 1

Financial Statistics

Weeks of October 16 & 23, 2016

9:00 a.m. Yoga - Heritage Hall ) 9 311°é:)6 9 5;103203
6:00 p.m. Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall Budget - Received 14 =91
6:00 p.m. Yoga - Heritage Hall Alms 0.00 0.00
7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball - Gym
Wednesday, November 2 Designated - Received 662.77 85.00
9:30 a.m. Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall So All May See & Hear 120.00 1.749.00
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
5:45 p.m. Activities for Children & Students TOTAL GIVING WEEK OF 10/16/16 10,096.77
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
TOTAL GIVING WEEK OF 10/23/16 .
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir - Choir Room 11,425.00
Thursday, November 3 Budget for 2016-2017 874,836.00
9:00 a.m. Yoga - Heritage Hall October Goal 69.996.88
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet clober boa o
Friday, November 4 Total Budget Giving - October (to date) 49,176.47
12:00 p.m. Line Dancers - Gym
Sunday, November 6 Budget Given to Date 49,176.47
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages Behind Budget (18,118.61)
10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. Venture Students Designated Funds Received-Year to Date 3,095.77
Monday, Nov'ember 7 Alms Received-Year to Date 593.35
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Sewing Group Total Giving-Year to Date 54,525.59
12:00 p.m. Line Dancers So All May See & Hear 126,740.00

Tuesday, November 8
9:00 a.m. Yoga - Heritage Hall
6:00 p.m. Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall
7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball - Gym
Wednesday, November 9
9:30 a.m. Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
5:45 p.m. Activities for Children & Students
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice - Choir Room
Thursday, November 10
9:00 a.m. Yoga - Heritage Hall
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
Friday, November 11
12:00 p.m. Line Dancers - Gym

Church Staff Directory

So All May See & Hear
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Dr. Nelson Granade..........coceveeiiiieiiiieeeee e Senior Minister $60,000
Mr. James Martin............ccoeeeviieieiiie e Minister of Music & Worship ’
Ms. Melissa WilSON..........ccccoovviiiiiiniiiiiiiee Minister of Children & Families $45,000
Dr. Larry Gregg.......cocveeuvennne. Minister of Christian Education & Administration

REV. JUSHN COX..vveveeviviieieieeeie et Minister to Students $30,000
Mr. Eddie Wiseman..........cccccceeviiiiiiiene e Accompanist / Music Assistant
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“PEST

Fall Fun for Famih‘es

Operation Christmas Child Packing Party

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 ~ 6:00 p.m. ~ Family Life Center
The Missions Team will be hosting an Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box packing event. We will be packing shoe boxes on Wednesday, November
16 during our regular Wednesday Evening Bible Study time. We want to focus our efforts on packing boxes for the oldest boys & girls served by Opera-
tion Christmas Child. While many people love packing boxes for the toddlers and young children, not as many people pack boxes for those older kids.
There are some great items that we can pack in boxes for these older kids that can make a huge impact on their lives. Giving a simple fishing kit to a
teenage boy could help him feed his family, while a sewing kit for a girl could help her learn a valuable skill. Here is a list of the items we are looking
for to go into our shoe boxes. There is a barrel located in the hallway near the welcome center where items can be dropped off. We look forward to
working alongside you on November 16.

Each Box: Toothbrush with travel case « Toothpaste « Soap with travel case « Washcloth « Comb « Pencils < Pens « Pencil Sharpener « Colored pencilse
Notepad * Bowl/Cup ¢ Utensils * Flashlight with batteries « Bandana

Iltems Needed for Shoe Boxes for Older Boys: Tape measure « Fishing Hooks ¢ Fishing weights ¢ Fishing floats « Plastic Worms « Work Gloves « Soccer
Ball/Play Ground Ball « Ball Pump with Extra Needles « Small first aid kit + Rope/twine * Zip Ties « Socks « Hammer & Nails ¢ Pliers

Items Needed for Shoe Boxes for Older Girls: Sewing Needles, threader ¢ Scissors * Thread ¢ 1-2 Yards fabric « Tape measure « Thimble ¢ Buttons,
straight pins, safety pins « Simple pattern * Ribbons, elastic, etc. « Rope/twine « Clothes pins « Pony Tail Holders « Headbands * Socks « Jump Rope

Prayer Point
The grace of God is magnificent! And He is not far off. Andrew Murray stated, “Someone has said that the holiness of God is the
expression of the unspeakable distance by which He in His righteousness is separated from us, and yet also of the inseparable near-
ness in which He in His love longs to hold fellowship with us and dwell in us.”

When we encounter a holy God we must bow before Him. His fire will consume the sin that stains our hearts and separates us from
Him. Our hearts will no longer belong to the world; they will belong to God. It is impossible to hold onto a holy God with one hand and
the world with the other. When we let go of the world and cling to God with both hands, we will not only be on holy ground, but we will
be on praying ground.

Moses’ life would never be the same after his encounter with God. His heart was set apart for God’s divine purpose. He became
known as the friend of God. Exodus 33:11 says, “The Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend.”

Too few people are known as the friends of God. Many are known as great communicators and ministers, great musicians and work-
ers. But a great need exists for friends of God.

Afriend of God will have the imprint of holiness on his heart and the tool of prayer in his hand. He will live every day with a separated
and seeking heart. Many claim to have a seeking heart without having a separated heart. They claim to pray and seek God but continue
to live with sin tucked away. They may fool others and may even deceive themselves, but they will never fool God. Only a holy heart will
be honored in the presence of a holy God.

Lord, to be separated from You is the greatest agony that can be imagined! May every encounter | have with You be a Moses encounter
— a walk on holy ground! I long to spend time deepening my friendship with You, and allowing You to speak truth into my life. Help me
to separate myself from the sinfulness of the world while still living as an example of holiness within it!

Adapted from “The Prayer Factor” by Sammy Tippit
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Announcements

Welcome to Our Church Family
Tim & Melissa Tompkins, Amanda Tompkins, and Holly Hinceman joined our
congregation by letter on October 16, 2016.

Christmas Ministries
Touching Others with the Love of God
Each Christmas we share in the special ministry called White Christmas by
sharing with needy families in our community through gifts of toys, food, and
clothing. There is a way for everyone to help. Please check below the ways
you will be able to help:

I will pray for this ministry. Please pray that God will lead us to the
families that need it the most. Pray that He will give us generous,
loving and compassionate hearts, and that He will provide us with
the resources and volunteers needed for this ministry.
| will give generously. We need money to purchase the toys and
food. Mark your donations “Christmas Ministries” The toys
and food are purchased from this fund.
| will donate good, clean clothes for children and teens and winter
coats of all sizes.
| will volunteer to help in the clothes closet sizing and hanging
clothes.
| will shop for a family using the gift cards provided.
| will help pack the food boxes
| will volunteer to bring homemade desserts for the lunch
| will volunteer to help December 4 in the following way:
| will welcome and greet our visitors
| will visit with our guests during the meal
| will help direct traffic
| will carry the food boxes and toy bags to their cars

[ ]

Name Phone #

Please turn this form in to the church office or give to Carol Hunter.
Because of your willingness to share your time and money with those less
fortunate, you are truly expressing the love of Christ and the real meaning of

Christmas. Thank you for your participation.

Carol and Luther Hunter — 704-876-1462

Wednesday Evening Menus

Wednesday, November 2

pulled pork, slaw, sweet potato fries, rolls & banana pudding
Kids’ Menu: same

Wednesday, November 9

chicken pie, mixed vegetables, rolls, & cake
Kids’ Menu: chicken nuggets & fries

Attention Senior Adults
November 2 is the deadline for sign-up for the Walhfahrt Haus
Dinner Theatre trip on December 9. There are still seats on a first
come basis. Please call Gale Hall at 704-873-4029 to check on
availability and to sign up.

Financial Update Reminder

Please notice that we are reporting our giving in a new format this
church year. Instead of simply dividing our budget by fifty-two weeks,
we are setting a monthly goal that reflects our historical need for that
month. For instance, our October goal is $69,996.88 and we have
collected $49,176.47 in the first four Sundays. Fortunately we have
a fifth Sunday in October, so we still have time to make our goal.
Please pray about your support of God’s work at First Baptist Church
and respond as God leads you.

Eastern North Carolina Disaster Relief

The alms offering for the month of November will go toward the
communities that were hit hardest by Hurricane Matthew in early
October. November 10 - 12, First Baptist Church will take a group to
Lumberton to help with disaster relief. If you would like to contribute
in any way or make the trip, please contact Clarence Poole at
704-880-0890. You will need to bring a sleeping bag, air mattress, or
a cot. Clarence needs to know who will go on the trip by Saturday,
November 5.

Hearing Assistance Devices Available
Hearing assistance devices are available in the sanctuary on
Sunday morning. To check out one of these devices, please see an

WA A

- Ecclesiastes 3:11

He has made everything beautiful in its time.

WA



