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FBC donated treats and hand
sanitzer to the teachers of
East IredellMiddle School.

August 16, 2020

From the Pastor...
I don’t know about you, but I’m about tired of COVID and all the restrictions it brings. But, as some have said, “We
may be finished with COVID, but COVID isn’t finished with us.” It is imperative that we continue to battle this
disease – despite how we may feel about it.
So we need to learn how to deal with both the pandemic and our emotions around it. In thinking through the biblical narrative, I’ve wondered if some of what we are experiencing might be similar to what the Israelites felt during
the Babylonian Exile?
We miss what used to be and wonder where God is in these strange times. Like the ancient Israelites, we find
ourselves in a strange new reality. Like them, we are trying to figure out how to exist and thrive under new restrictions. Our situation is not as dire as theirs, but we can learn much from their experience.
During the Exile, the Israelites had to figure out how to be God’s people in a foreign land. Today we have to find
ways to be God’s church amidst social distancing and masks.
God’s people found new ways to reaffirm their identity and
mission and we will as well.

Lessons From Exile

To help us along the way, I plan to preach a series of sermons
called, Lessons from Exile. These messages will remind us
that God is with us and working to bring about good. I believe
that God can use this crisis to make us stronger, but we will
have to keep the faith and follow.

Sermon Series

August 16, 2020
You Must Grieve to Move Forward
Psalm 137:1-6
August 23, 2020
Settle In – This Might Take a While
Jeremiah 29:4-14
August 30, 2020
Don’t Lose Heart – God’s Not Finished
Isaiah 40:28-31

Schedule
Sunday, August 16
9:00 a.m. Sunday School - Live Stream
10:00 a.m. Worship
Monday, August 17
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
7:00 p.m. Pickle Ball
Tuesday, August 18
9:00 a.m. Under the Oak
Wednesday, August 19
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
12:00 p.m. Virtual Bible Study - Zoom
7:00 p.m. Under the Oak
Thursday, August 20
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
9:00 a.m. Under the Oak
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
Sunday, August 23
9:00 a.m. Sunday School - Live Stream
10:00 a.m. Worship
Monday, August 24
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
7:00 p.m. Pickle Ball
Tuesday, August 25
9:00 a.m. Under the Oak
Wednesday, August 26
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
12:00 p.m. Virtual Bible Study - Zoom
7:00 p.m. Under the Oak
Thursday, August 27
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
9:00 a.m. Under the Oak
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet

Sunday School Zoom Links
You can use these links to access your Sunday School
class meeting every Sunday.
Youth
https://zoom.us/j/498935664?pwd=dzZXSHVwTmRZWjc2cldpbXJKam1Fdz09
Meeting ID: 498 935 664
Password: FBCSYOUTH
Links on the church website and Facebook page have
been deactivated for internet safety.
Horizons
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74224580015?pwd=NFVWRzJKc040c3daajdSbytpNnVtUT09
Meeting ID: 742 2458 0015
Password: 0NDGPa
Crosswalk
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/5836118334?pwd=SHhFZzdFZll4ZVRGdW95Mzh3THlCdz09
Meeting ID: 583 611 8334
Password: 3760
Adults
Adults will view the Sunday School through the live stream.
The Sunday School lesson will also be available to view
Sunday mornings at 7:00 a.m.
Children
Melissa records a new lesson for the children each week.
You can access the link in your weekly e-mail, on the church
Facebook page, and on the church website, www.statesvillefbc.org.

Be strong and courageous!
Do not be afraid or discouraged.
For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
Joshua 1:9
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August
80,837.00
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-

64,911.00

Alms
Designated

Tie-Dye Masks
The children tie-dyed masks in the church parking lot on Sunday, August 9.

Thank You Campbell-Johnson Foundation
We are grateful to the Campbell-Johnson Foundation, which recently awarded our church a generous grant. The
money will be used to purchase new chairs for the Fellowship Hall, refurbish our hand bells and pay for our
summer intern.
New stackable padded chairs (with a real back) have been ordered and should be in any day. Our hand bells have
been shipped to Malmark and will be like new when we get them back. And, Jackson Wimpy, our summer intern,
did a fantastic job assisting Melissa Wilson this summer.
The Campbell-Johnson Foundation was established by members of First Baptist Church and its trustees are
made up of church members. The foundation’s name honors former pastor Frank Campbell and former associate
pastor Leath Johnson. If you would like information on how to make a gift or bequest to the Foundation, please
contact Dr. Ralph Bentley.

A Psalm
Last week in our Wednesday Zoom Bible Study we began a study of the Psalms. Pastor Nelson challenged us to
write a Psalm, so I wrote one on prayer.
The Lord is good.
His mercy is unending
And His faithfulness is sure.
His heart is always open to our cries,
And His ears are attentive to our groans.
Bless the Lord Who acts with compassion
To meet the needs of His children.
Meditate on each attribute of God in this Psalm. I believe it will strengthen your faith and encourage you in your
prayer life.
His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather
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CBF Mission Bites

Announcements

Mission Bite 192: The Hands that Feed
Volunteers! Helpers who come alongside to carry the load
with you—that's what volunteers are!

Under the Oak
We are continuing our meetings under the large oak tree in
the back parking lot. Instead of signing up, however, we will
meet by Sunday School Class. If you are not in a class, feel
free to join whichever time is best for you.

We are so fortunate to have people each month who help
us with the food distribution program to low income senior
adult families in Edgecombe county, North Carolina.
People who help us with driving to Raleigh (some 150
miles round trip) to helping load the 50 pound boxes in
cars, to adapting to drive through distribution during this
pandemic where folks don't even have to get out of their
vehicles when they come for boxes, to the paperwork
involved from the Food Bank of central and eastern North
Carolina.
Each and every bit is a huge help. All of it matters so much
to us! We are so appreciative, and we hear from people
every month who say, "you just don't know how much this
food helps out." We're grateful for the support and so
happy to have helpers in this ongoing ministry to those
experiencing poverty.
-Anna and LaCount Anderson, CBF field personnel in
eastern North Carolina
Mission Bite 193: Covering the Community
In many of the poorer parts of the San Francisco Bay
Area, immigrants and refugees are not often able to afford
or even find masks, a fact that puts them at higher risk.
Areas such as Oakland are a hotspot of increasing
COVID-19 infections and deaths.
With donations of fabric, I have been sewing masks, along
with a friend from my church, to give away to every family.
This little girl was thrilled to get her own mask and showed
her appreciation with a little dance!
-Lita Sample, CBF field personnel, San Francisco Bay
Area, California

Tuesday, August 18, 2020 - 9:00 a.m.
Seekers and Adams Hall Classes
Wednesday, August 19, 2020 - 7:00 p.m.
Emanons and Horizons Classes
Thursday, August 20, 2020 - 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship and Esther Classes
Tuesday, August 25, 2020- 9:00 a.m.
Heritage Hall, Bob Burns, and Joyful Voices
Classes
Wednesday, August 26, 2020 - 7:00 p.m.
Crosswalk, Explorers, and Adventurers Classes
Tuesday, August 27, 2020 - 9:00 a.m.
Pioneer Class
Our time together will not have a heavy agenda; rather we
will share how we are doing and pray together. I will, however, be asking for your input on what our fall schedule
might look like. In the event of inclement weather, we will go
inside the Fellowship Hall (which would require masks).

A Study & Experience of the Psalms
Noon Bible Study
Wednesdays on Zoom
12:00 p.m.
Pastor Nelson will lead the Wednesday Bible Study on
Zoom on Wednesdays at noon.
Phone: 929-436-2866
Meeting ID: 259 365 815
Password : 978702
August 19, 2020
Royal Psalms

August 26, 2020
Wisdom Psalms

