
I love the stately oak trees that bring such beauty to our grounds. It broke my heart that we had to take 
one of these down this past week. You probably noticed the tree surgeons doing their work on the Oak-
wood’s side of the sanctuary.  Unfortunately, this was necessary because the tree was diseased beyond 
saving and had become a safety hazard.
 
As I watched this work, several thoughts came to mind. The first was how a tree that took decades to 
grow could be taken down in a few hours. It reminded me how much harder it is to build than it is to 
destroy. Ecclesiastes states that there is a time for everything, including “a time to tear down and a time 
to build.” I hope, however, that we always focus more attention on building than tearing down.
 
A second thought was how grateful I am for past generations who planted these trees. For decades we 
have enjoyed their beauty and shade. These trees were a gift from those who went before us. Likewise, 
our entire facilities and even many of our ministries are also a gift. We owe a debt of gratitude to those 
who invested of themselves into First Baptist Church to make it the strong church it is today.
 
A third thought was about responsibility. We are responsible for the upkeep of these gifts. Sometimes it 
means watering and fertilizing the trees (and ministries). Other times it means pruning the trees (and min-
istries) to sustain their growth and health. In fact, we did more than take down a tree, we pruned and 
treated the remaining trees in hopes of helping them live longer.
 
A final thought, however, was one of challenge. I wonder how we might bless the generations that follow 
us. We have enjoyed the shade of these trees for a long time, but we have not planted many trees to 
grow up and take their place. Likewise, we have maintained many vital ministries, but we rarely plant and 
nurture new ones.
 
As you know, a major emphasis of our church is Growing Young. We are paying attention to how we 
empower younger people, empathize with today’s young people, take Jesus’ message seriously, fuel a 
warm community, prioritize young people (and families) everywhere, and become the best neighbors we 
can be. In other words, we are looking for ways to plant and nurture new growth.
 
I hope we will plant some actual trees around our facilities that will grow for generations. I hope even 
more that we plant some figurative trees (ministries) that will help grow the gospel for years to come. If 
you’re interested in this conversation, I invite you to join us at 6:00 p.m., Wednesday, October 27, 2021, 
for our discussion: Growing Young – Next Steps. You may participate in person or online.
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Schedule
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Sunday, October 24
7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson 
Uploaded to YouTube & Facebook 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Live Stream

5:30 p.m. Trunk or Treat
Monday, October 25
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
7:00 p.m. Pickle Ball

Wednesday, October 27
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball

2:00 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday 
After-School Program

5:15 p.m. Wednesday Evening Meal
6:00 p.m. Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, October 28

8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet

 Sunday, October 31
7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson 
Uploaded to YouTube & Facebook 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School  
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Live Stream

Monday, November 1
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
7:00 p.m. Pickle Ball

Wednesday, November 3
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball

2:00 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday 
After-School Program

5:15 p.m. Wednesday Evening Meal
6:00 p.m. Bible Study

7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, November 4

8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
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Financial Statistics

Giving Goal

Budget Receipts

Goals Net Yet Met

Alms

Designated

Year-to-Date
69,545.00

34,506.00

(35,039.00)

673.00

5,989.00

69,545.00

134,506.00

(35,039.00)

673.00

5,989.00

October

 

November 1
Laura Sipe Karriker
November 2
Samuel Harper
Piper Lewis
November 4
Eric King
November 5
Charlie Faires
November 7
Zoe Devine
Bill Eckliff
Emma Rose Gordon
Andrew Mullins
Andy Poole
Joy Stegall
November 8
Hannah Byrd
November 9
Shannon Ashley
November 11
John Garland
November 12
Karen Dellinger
Macie Durfee
Kelley James
Kathy White
November 14
Valerie Granade

November 15
Jim Falter
Sue Hedrick
Max Lewis
November 16
Sherry Johnson
Vicki Marsh
November 17
Boomer Lewis
November 18
Kayley Crouch
November 19
Erikson Whitson
November 20
Nicole Pratt
November 21
Sebastian Acosta
Aaron Milstead
Jack Tillery
November 22
Alan Williams
November 23
Nancy Milstead
November 24
Marian Moore
November 25
Nedra Van Zee
November 30
Ruth Bondurant

Happy Birthday

Weeks of October 10 & 17, 2021

Live Stream Views. . . . . . . . . . . .13 . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
In-Person. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .143. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . .115. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107
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A Message from Minister of Young Families & Missions Elizabeth Kilby

Back to School Bash

We are in the last quarter of the year. As things get colder we are preparing for the ways in which we serve 
during the holiday seasons. I want to extend a special thanks to those who helped with the two handicap 
ramps that were built this last weekend. Much goes into those projects, and along with our Medical Equip-
ment Ministry, those are projects in which there will always be a need. Thank you for participating and pray-
ing for those who receive the ramps.

We will be having White Christmas on Saturday, December 4. Please make sure that you mark your calen-
dar for this day. It will look much like last year with a drive through operation for the gifts. However, we are 
excited that the Clothes Closet will be open that day to serve the parents as well. 

If you have questions about the day or if you already know you would like to volunteer, please let Kayley or 
I know and we will get you on the list. As time gets closer, more details will come about our families we are 
going to shop for and the ways in which we are able to serve. Thank you for investing in this ministry. 

Many thoughts and prayers,
Elizabeth  

On Wednesday, October 6, we were (finally) able to have our Back to School Bash! we enjoyed grilled ham-
burgers and hot dogs and the children played in the bounce house and obstacle course. 
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Wednesday Evening Meals 
The menus will be in the Interim and texted to 
those using the Remind App. Make reservations 
in the following ways: 

Standing Reservation: If you plan to dine with us 
every week, standing reservations are your best 
choice. Please call Kayley at the church office or 
send her an email: kayley@statesvillefbc.org or 
join the Remind App! If you are unable to come 
one week, please notify Kayley with a call, email, 
or text in the Remind app.  

One-Time Reservations: Call or email Kayley 
before Monday at 10:00 a.m., or join the Remind 
App! If you already signed up for the Remind App 
last year, you don’t need to do anything. 

Remind App Sign Up: Text @fbcsmeals to 81010. 
You  will get a text on Thursday with the menu, 
and you can place your order. Example: 2 adults, 
3 kids 

Kayley will confirm reservations each week by 
text, email or a call. If you have any questions, 
please call Kayley at 704-873-7231 or email kay-
ley@statesvillefbc.org   

Welcome to Our Church Family! 
Kim Strickland, William Kyles, and Kristina Sellers 
joined our congregation on Sunday, October 17 by 
transfer of letter. Kristina is our Children’s Ministry 
Associate, and Kim is her mother. Kristina and Will 
are engaged to be married next year!  

A Note of Appreciation from the Purcell Family 
For phone calls, cards, prayers, visits, food, dona-
tions, flowers - so much to say thank you for. The 
words are inadequate in expressing the deep grati-
tude felt by my family and me for your generous sup-
port during this time and during Carter's illness. 

Thank you Church family 
Libby Purcell, children and grandchildren

Piper Lewis Collecting Donations for 
Eagle Scout Project 

Piper Lewis is converting coolers into Kool Kitty 
Kabins for local feral cat colonies. She is collecting 
donations of old coolers, black gorilla tape, black 
spray paint, pool noodles, pet safe doors, and mone-
tary donations. Donations may be brought to the 
Welcome Center by Sunday, November 7. If you 
have any questions, please contact Piper at piperan-
nelee@gmail.com or 704.600.5027.

Wednesday Evening Menus
October 27

chicken and dumplings with rice pilaf, roasted 
yellow corn and red pepper, and chocolate 

pudding

November 3
chicken marsala, rice, green beans, 

& chocolate chip cookies 

Trunk or Treat
Sunday, October 24, 2021 

5:30 - 6:30 p.m.


