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How to Make the Best Use
of This Teaching Guide

Leading a class in studying the Bible is a sacred trust. This Teaching Guide
has been prepared to help you as you give your best to this important task.
In each lesson, you will find first “Bible Comments” for teachers, to
aid you in your study and preparation. The three sections of “Bible Comments” are “Understanding the Context,” “Interpreting the Scriptures,” and
“Focusing on the Meaning.” “Understanding the Context” provides a summary overview of the entire background passage that also sets the passage
in the context of the Bible book being studied. “Interpreting the Scriptures”
provides verse-by-verse comments on the focal passage. “Focusing on the
Meaning” offers help with the meaning and application of the focal text.
The second main part of each lesson is “Teaching Plans.” You’ll find two
complete teaching plans in this section. The first is called the “Discovery
Plan,” which emphasizes discovery learning techniques; and the second is
called the “Discussion Plan,” which provides questions and suggestions for
dialogue about the Scriptures. Choose the plan that best fits your class and
your style of teaching. You may also use and adapt ideas from both. Each
plan is intended to be practical, helpful, and immediately useful as you prepare to teach.
The major headings in each teaching plan are intended to help you
sequence how you teach so as to follow the flow of how people tend to learn.
The first major heading, “Connect with Life,” provides ideas that will help
you begin the class session where your class is and draw your class into the
study. The second major heading, “Guide Bible Study,” offers suggestions
for helping your class engage the Scriptures actively and develop a greater
understanding of this portion of the Bible’s message. The third major heading, “Encourage Application,” is meant to help participants focus on how to
respond with their lives to this message.
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As you begin the study with your class, be sure to find a way to help your
class know the date on which each lesson will be studied. You might use one
or more of the following methods:
• In the first session of the study, brief ly overview the study by
identifying for your class the date on which each lesson will be studied.
Lead your class to write the date in the table of contents in their Study
Guides and on the first page of each lesson.
• Make and post a chart that indicates the date on which each lesson
will be studied.
• If all of your class has e-mail, send them an e-mail with the dates the
lessons will be studied.
• Provide a bookmark with the lesson dates. You may want to include
information about your church and then use the bookmark as an
outreach tool, too. A model for a bookmark can be downloaded from
www.baptistwaypress.org under the “Teacher Helps” tab.
• Develop a sticker with the lesson dates, and place it on the table of
contents or on the back cover.
Here are some steps you can take to help you prepare well to teach each
lesson and save time in doing so:
1. Start early in the week before your class meets.
2. If your church’s adult Bible study teachers meet for lesson overview and
preparation, plan to participate. If your church’s adult Bible study teachers don’t have this planning time now, look for ways to begin. You, your
fellow teachers, and your church will benefit from this mutual encouragement and preparation.
3. Overview the study in the Study Guide. Look at the table of contents and
see where this lesson fits in the overall study. Then read or review the
study introduction to the book that is being studied.
4. Consider carefully the suggested Main Idea, Question to Explore, and
Teaching Aim. These can help you discover the main thrust of this particular lesson.
5. Use your Bible to read and consider prayerfully the Scripture passages
for the lesson. Using your Bible in your study and in the class session
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can provide a positive model to class members to use their own Bibles
and give more attention to Bible study themselves. (Each writer of the
Bible comments in both the Teaching Guide and the Study Guide has
chosen a favorite translation. You’re free to use the Bible translation you
prefer and compare it with the translations chosen, of course.)
6. After reading all the Scripture passages in your Bible, then read the
Bible comments in the Study Guide. The Bible comments are intended
to be an aid to your study of the Bible. Read also the small articles—
”sidebars”—in each lesson. They are intended to provide additional,
enrichment information and inspiration and to encourage thought and
application. Try to answer for yourself the questions included in each
lesson. They’re intended to encourage further thought and application,
and you can also use them in the class session itself. Continue your Bible
study with the aid of the Bible comments included in this Teaching Guide.
7. Review the “Teaching Plans” in this Teaching Guide. Consider how these
suggestions would help you teach this Bible passage in your class to
accomplish the teaching aim.
8. Consider prayerfully the needs of your class and think about how to
teach so you can help your class learn best.
9. Develop and follow a lesson plan based on the suggestions in this
Teaching Guide, with alterations as needed for your class.
10. Enjoy leading your class in discovering the meaning of the Scripture
passages and in applying these passages to their lives.
Premium Commentary. Plan to get the additional Bible study comments
available online. Visit our website, call 1–866–249–1799, or e-mail baptistway@texasbaptists.org to order the Premium Commentary. It is available only
in electronic format (PDF) from our website. The price of these comments
is $5 per person. A church or class that participates in our advance order
program for free shipping can receive the Premium Commentary free. Call
1–866–249–1799 or see www.baptistwaypress.org for information on participating in our free shipping program for the next study.
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Premium Teaching Plans. An additional teaching plan is also available in
electronic format (PDF) by visiting our website or calling 1–866–249–1799.
The price of these plans for an entire study is $5 per person. It is available
only in electronic format (PDF) from our website. A church or class that
participates in our advance order program for free shipping can receive the
Premium Teaching Plans free. Call 1–866–249–1799 or see www.baptistwaypress.org for information on participating in our free shipping program for
the next study.
FREE! Downloadable teaching resource items for use in your class are available at www.baptistwaypress.org. Watch for them in the “Teaching Plans”
for each lesson. Then go online to www.baptistwaypress.org and click on
“Teaching Resource Items” under the “Teacher Helps” tab for this study.
These items are selected from the “Teaching Plans.” They are provided online
to make lesson preparation easier for handouts and similar items. Permission is granted to download these teaching resource items, print them out,
copy them as needed, and use them in your class.

Writers for this Teaching Guide

Donnie Auvenshine wrote the Bible Comments for lessons one through
five. Dr. Auvenshine is the Vice President for Academic Affairs and Professor of Christian Studies at Howard Payne University in Brownwood, Texas.
He has taught at Texas Baptist universities for over thirty years. He serves
Texas Baptist churches in an itinerant ministry as interim pastor, supply
preacher, and Bible teacher.
Tan Flippin wrote the Teaching Plans for lessons one through five. Dr.
Flippin is the Minister of Discipleship at Lakeside Baptist Church in Granbury, Texas. He has been married to Janet for thirty-seven years and they
have two grown children and one grandson. Tan’s ministry career has
included serving on several church staffs, editing publications, and as a professor and administrator in higher education. He enjoys most sports, and
likes fishing and cycling.
Don Garner wrote the Bible Comments for lessons six through nine and
the bonus Easter lesson. Dr. Garner teaches Old Testament and biblical
archaeology at Carson-Newman College in Jefferson City, Tennessee. He has
served various Baptist churches as pastor, interim pastor, Bible teacher, and
retreat leader. He has written a number of lessons for BaptistWay Press®.
Chuck Gartman wrote the Teaching Plans for lessons six through nine
and the bonus Easter lesson. Chuck serves as the Director of Ministry
Guidance and as an Assistant Professor of Christian Studies at Howard
Payne University in Brownwood, Texas. Chuck has served in a variety of
local churches, universities, seminaries, and denominational entities. He has
distinguished himself as an expert in local church student ministry, and in
numerous other aspects of church leadership. Chuck and his wife, Connie,
have three grown daughters.

7

8

FAITH UNDER FIRE

William Miller wrote the Bible Comments for lessons ten through fourteen. Bill served for forty-four years as pastor of three different churches in
Missouri. He retired in 2017 after thirty-one years as pastor of First Baptist
Church of Farmington, Missouri. Bill served Baptists in several different
denominational roles including Chairman of Trustees at Southwest Baptist
University and Missouri Baptist University. He has also written for several
editions of the Adult Bible Teaching Guide for BaptistWay Press®. In retirement, he and his wife, Mary Beth, live in Fayetteville, Arkansas, where their
two sons, daughters-in-law, and five grandchildren live. He and Mary Beth
are members of First Baptist Church of Fayetteville.
Brad Williamson wrote the Teaching Plans for lessons ten through
fourteen. Dr. Williamson is the Executive Pastor at First Baptist Church
in Lewisville, Texas. He has taught adults in Sunday School for more than
twenty years and is a frequent contributing writer for BaptistWay Press®. In
addition to his church responsibilities, he has served as an adjunct professor
for Southwestern Seminary, Logsdon Seminary, and the B.H. Carroll Theological Institute.
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A Diet for
Success
MAIN IDEA

Hard times not only build character,
but they also reveal it. How a person
handles difficulties says a lot about
that person’s beliefs.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

When you have faced a difficult
situation, how did you handle it and
what did it reveal about your faith?
TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to learn to trust God
when their world falls apart

BIBLE
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GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
The Babylonian king subdued King Jehoiakim of Judah and “carried off”
articles from the Temple in Jerusalem and young men from the Jewish royal
family (Daniel 1:1-2). Exile from the “promised land” had the potential to
destroy the Israelites’ faith in God.
Second Kings 23:34—24:6 narrates key events during the last days leading up to the Babylonian destruction of Judah. Before the Babylonians, there
were the Assyrians. In the latter years of the 8th century B.C., the Assyrians had destroyed the northern kingdom Israel and taken its inhabitants
into exile (722 B.C.). The kingdom of Judah was not destroyed by the Assyrians, but Judah was subjugated and lost its independence (735 B.C.). From
this point forward until the end of the New Testament period, the Israelites
were under the authority of successive empires: Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, and Roman. [There was a brief period of Jewish independence
during the latter years of the rule of the Greeks; 142-64 B.C.] Dispersion,
living in lands other than the “promised land,” was an experience for the
majority of the Israelites across these centuries. This circumstance was a
“crisis of faith” for the Israelites. How would Israelite faith in God survive
and be practiced in “exile?”
The Babylonians believed their conquering of Judah was evidence that
the God served by the Jews was powerless to save the Jews when faced by
Babylonian gods and armies (Psalm 137). Most of the nations conquered
by these great empires lost their distinctive religions and were assimilated
into the great empires. Indeed, the “lost tribes of Israel” were the Israelite
inhabitants of the northern kingdom, Israel, who were taken into exile by
the Assyrians and “disappeared.” The best explanation for their “disappearance” was they lost their distinctive faith and culture and became simply a
part of the population of the Assyrian empire. Would this be the fate of the
Israelites from Judah as well? Could faith in the God of Israel survive the
crisis of the defeat and exile of Judah?
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The Book of Daniel offers encouragement to the Jewish exiles to faithfully serve the God of Israel (stories in chapters 1–6) and to expect a glorious
future for God’s kingdom to come (visions in chapters 7–12).
These messages were relevant in Daniel’s lifetime, and across the centuries to come. They were particularly relevant during the time of the Greek
ruler Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-164 B.C.), who tried to unify his rule
under a single religion and culture. The message of Daniel had a powerful
word to those Jews living through the fiery persecutions of Antiochus IV.
The first chapter of Daniel locates the story at the very beginning of
Babylonian exile.

Interpreting the Scriptures
The Historical Setting: Beginning of the Exile (1:1-2)
1:1. The beginning of the end of the kingdom of Judah occurred in 605 B.C.
when King Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians subdued King Jehoiakim
of Judah. Jehoiakim was king over Judah from 609—598 B.C. He had been
placed on the throne by the Egyptian Pharaoh Neco (2 Kings 23:33). According to Babylonian calendars the taking of Judah occurred in Jehoiakim’s
third year, the date here in Daniel 1:1. The Palestinian and Egyptian calendars call this the fourth year of Jehoiakim (Jeremiah 25:1, 9). In Judah and
Egypt, the first year was considered the calendar year during which the king
took the throne (a partial year).

1:2. “And the Lord delivered (the Hebrew actually says “gave”) Jehoiakim
king of Judah into his hand.” The Lord, Adonai, the ruler or sovereign, is the
one who gave the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar power over King Jehoiakim. The central theme of the Book of Daniel is the Lord, the God of Israel,
has power and He is in control. Articles were taken “from the temple of God,”
highlighting the authority and sovereignty of the God of Israel.
Taking articles from the Temple in Jerusalem and putting them into the
treasury of the temple of a god in Babylonia made a political and religious
statement: “our gods” have triumphed over “your gods.” Isaiah 39:2, 6 was
fulfilled.
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Daniel and His Friends Introduced (1:3-7)
1:3. “Some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility” were
taken into exile. This weakened the political power and future for the kingdom of Judah, while strengthening the Babylonian empire by providing
capable young men to be trained as Babylonian administrators. Isaiah 39:7
was fulfilled.

1:4. The young men were well-suited physically and mentally to serve the
king. The four-fold description: “showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s
palace,” indicated that these young men had received godly training in Judah
before being educated and trained in Babylon. Daniel and his friends were in
their early teens, 14 or 15 years old. Their training lasted about three years.
This would be similar to the American high school experience. They were
taught “the language and literature of the Babylonians.” This “re-education”
of the Jewish exiles intended to make them into “good Babylonian” servants.

1:5. These young men and the other exiles were provided food and drink
from the king’s own supplies.

1:6. Four Jewish exiles were part of the group: Daniel: “God is my judge,”
Hananiah: “Yahweh (the LORD) has been gracious,” Mishael: “Who is what
God is,” and Azariah: “Yahweh (the LORD) has helped.”

1:7. The chief of the court officials gave these four Jews new Babylonian
names. Kings gave new names to their subjects to show that the subjects
were under a new authority and had a new future under the benevolence of
the king. Joseph had been given the Egyptian name “Zaphaneth-Paneah”
(Genesis 41:45); Eliakim had been re-named “Jehoiakim” by the Egyptian
Pharaoh Neco (2 Kings 23:34); and Hadassah was re-named “Esther” (Esther
2:7). The giving of Babylonian names was intended to lessen their Jewish
identity and facilitate their assimilation into Babylonian life and culture.
There is an overt religious distinction between the Israelite names,
which mention God (El) and Yahweh (the LORD), and the Babylonian names,
which mention Babylonian gods Bel (Marduk, chief of the gods), Aku (moon
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god), and Nabu (second in the hierarchy of Babylonian gods). Daniel was
renamed “Belteshazzar: Bel, protect his life,” Hananiah became “Shadrach:
Command of Aku,” Mishael became “Meschach: who is what Aku is,” and
Azariah became “Abednego: Servant of Nabu.”

The Moral Test: The King’s Table or the LORD’s Table? (1:8-16)
1:8. “But” indicates a significant turn in the story. The Jewish exiles seemed
to be cooperating and accepting Babylonian education, and even Babylonian
names. However, there was a line that Daniel was not willing to cross. He
perceived that total acceptance of the Babylonian life represented a threat
to his devotion to God.
“Defile” represented moral or ceremonial compromise of Israelite faith
and practice. The Israelites were aware that some objects and activities were
permissible for some nations, but not for Israel; or, for some Israelites, but
not for others, such as priests. Maintaining these distinctions fostered the
sense of holiness, that which is set apart or separate from the common. Even
in a foreign land, there are some distinctives of Israelite faith and practice
that must be maintained.
Perhaps readers find it odd that Daniel would accept Babylonian education, and even a Babylonian name, but object to Babylonian food. However,
food was not the only objection the exiles would have as the stories to follow
in Daniel 3 about worshiping images, and in Daniel 6 about abandoning the
practice of prayer, demonstrate. Israel’s dietary laws was one of the features
of her unique covenant with and service of the LORD.
In the Old Testament world, sharing a meal was a commitment to friendship and had covenantal significance (Genesis 31:54; Nehemiah 8:9-12).
Perhaps Daniel viewed the acceptance of the king’s food and drink as a sign
of loyalty that Daniel had reserved for his God and could not, or at least
would not, give that loyalty to King Nebuchadnezzar.
Daniel made his request in a polite and tactful manner.

1:9-10. God was at work on His people’s behalf, even in the foreign land
of Babylonia. The language is explicit: “God had caused the official to show
favor and sympathy to Daniel.” Today, it almost seems like it can go without
saying, but in Daniel’s time the message was significant. God can and will
bless His people even if they are not in His “promised land.”

FAITH UNDER FIRE
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1:11-14. Daniel proposed a 10-day trial to see if his requested diet of vegetables and water would produce healthier Israelites than the royal food and
wine produced in the other exiles.

1:15-16. God blessed the covenant faithfulness of Daniel and his friends
with a health that exceeded all the other exiles.
God’s Blessing on Daniel and His Friends (1:17-21)
1:17. “God gave” knowledge and understanding to these four, and to Daniel
He gave the ability to understand visions and dreams of all kinds. When
reading 1:17 and 1:4 together, Proverbs 1:7 is affirmed—“the fear of the
LORD is the beginning of knowledge.” The “fear of the LORD” is an awe of
God that leads to worship and obedience.

1:18-20. King Nebuchadnezzar discovered that Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah were ten times better than his other counselors (“magicians and
enchanters”).

1:21. The chapter ends by stating that Daniel lived until the time that the
Persian king Cyrus overthrew the Babylonians and established the Persian
Empire. The very next year, Cyrus allowed the exiles from Judah to begin
returning home. Daniel was somewhere between 85 and 90 years old when
the exile ended. Daniel outlived his Babylonian captors.
Jeremiah had prophesied that the Exile would last 70 years (Jeremiah
25:12-14; cf 2 Chronicles 36:20-23; Ezra 1). To those Jews who were experiencing the Exile, it might have seemed endless. But, the Exile would not go
on forever (Isaiah 40:31).

Focusing on the Meaning
In spite of repeated warnings by the prophets, the Israelites in Judah did not
actually think their nation would fall, their temple would be destroyed, and
they would be taken into exile. But it happened (2 Chronicles 36:15-21). Critical questions were raised by this turn of events. Could the Israelites from
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Judah endure the Exile? Would the Israelites from Judah become “lost Israelites” in the same way that the Israelites from the northern kingdom Israel
had? Would the Jewish exiles barely survive, or could they thrive? Would it
be possible for these Jewish exiles to succeed as exiles without compromising their holiness and losing their faith in God?
For these critical questions, the Book of Daniel offered an encouraging
and hopeful “Yes.” Just as Joseph had survived Egyptian slavery and rose to
prominence in the Egyptian court, so did Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah. Joseph’s world fell apart when he was sold into slavery and eventually became a prisoner in Egypt. But Joseph did not forget God, and God
did not forget Joseph (Genesis. 39:2-4, 21-23; 41:37-40). So it would be for
Daniel and his friends.
Can you imagine how much more painful it would have been if our
nation had fallen to our enemies on 9/11/2001? How would our faith make
out? Would our trust in and service of God be destroyed or purified? Would
our faith fail, or would it grow stronger through perseverance “under fire?”
I remember gathering with other American Christians at noon in our
university’s chapel on 9/11/2001. We prayed, we wept, we testified to our
faith in God. One of the things said that day was this: “If God was sovereign
at 6am this morning, he is still sovereign at noon today.” Our circumstances
and our “world” were dramatically changed that morning, but nothing that
happened that morning changed who God is. We confess we may not understand God and what He is doing when our world falls apart; but true faith is
refined, not destroyed in the fire.
God reigns.

FAITH UNDER FIRE
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Before class, write the following words on a marker board: Culture
Shock, Food, Language, Traditions, and Other. Ask volunteers to
recount situations in which they had a difficult time adapting to a new
place. Ask them to identify which word or phrase described the difficulty and how they dealt with it.
2. Comment that as Jewish teenagers, Daniel and three of his friends
were taken away as captives from Judah to Babylon—a country with
differences in culture, language, and food; the teenagers even got new
names. But even then, their faith in God remained strong. Ask, How do
you think Daniel and the others felt to be uprooted from their home, family,
and culture as teenagers? How do you think you would fare given those same
circumstances?

Guide Bible Study
3. Comment, According to the first two verses in the book of Daniel, King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon conquered the nation of Judah during Jehoiakim’s
reign. Nebuchadnezzar then carried away plunder from Jerusalem. Divide
class members into small groups and assign each group a passage
and accompanying question. (A copy of these questions is available in
“Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.baptistwaypress.org.)
• Daniel 1:3-7—How would you describe what happened to Daniel and
his friends?
• Daniel 1:8-10—Why did the commander not accept Daniel’s
suggested dietary plan at first?
• Daniel 1:11-16—What was the test Daniel proposed to the king’s
official?
• Daniel 1:17-21—How did God bless the Jewish teenagers, even
though they were in a foreign culture?
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Ask groups to briefly share their responses.
4. Give the following minilecture: The title of today’s lesson is “A Diet
for Success.” Obviously, a major part of this chapter is about Daniel and
his friends not eating the king’s food. They may have considered the food
defiled because it was not considered “ kosher,” it may have been sacrificed
to idols, and eating it would have implied they accepted Babylon’s culture.
And although Scripture does not say Daniel objected to the new name given
to him or his education in Babylon’s ways, he did object to the food from the
king’s table because eating it would be disobeying God’s Word. Daniel and his
friends remained faithful to their beliefs even during this time when their
world was turned upside down.
5. Give the information from “No Wand Required” from the sidebar in the
Study Guide and discuss how that information relates to today’s lesson.
6. Ask learners to look through this first chapter of Daniel and find the
ways in which God blessed Daniel and his friends (see verses 17 and 20,
possibly others). Ask for responses. Explain that Daniel and his three
friends were later exalted by the king even after they held on to their
faith and the way of life they were accustomed to. Ask, In what ways can
God bless you if you remain faithful to Him in trying times?

Encourage Application
7. Instruct the class to get in pairs and think of a modern-day situation
in which (a) someone is uprooted in some way from normal life, (b) the
choices available for how they could respond, and (c) what the consequences would likely be for the available choices. Encourage them to
think of as many options as possible for how the person could react.
Ask for their responses. Explain, It is easy to make the right choice in how
to respond in difficult times while sitting in a classroom. The true test of faith
and character is making a decision that will please God the next time you
actually face a crisis.
8. Close with a time of focused prayer. Instruct learners to respond with a
difficult situation in which they need the Lord’s help after you say, God,
help us to turn to you when . . .
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DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Ask volunteers to tell about a time when they went through one of the
following situations and what they learned about their faith during that
time: an unexpected health issue, the sudden loss of a loved one, the
loss of a job, or moving to a new city.
2. Comment that King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had the best and the
brightest young men from Jerusalem to serve in his palace where they
could be indoctrinated with its language, literature, and customs. Ask,
Have you ever been in a cultural situation that felt similar to Daniel’s? How
did you respond?

Guide Bible Study
3. Ask volunteers to take turns until the entire first chapter of Daniel is
read, then review by focusing on these points:
• Daniel and his Hebrew friends were taken captives to Babylon when
Nebuchadnezzar besieged Judah.
• As part of a test, Daniel and his friends refused to eat the king’s food
and ate a healthy diet instead.
• Daniel and his friends remained faithful to their beliefs, even in a
foreign land.
• God blessed Daniel and his friends with wisdom and understanding,
and they served in King Nebuchadnezzar’s court.
(A copy of these points is available in the “Teaching Resource Items” for
this study at www.baptistwaypress.org).
4. Discuss the second of the “Questions” in the Study Guide about being
faithful to Christ.
5. Ask, If you could go through a difficult time that would guarantee your faith
grew tremendously as a result, would you do it? After discussion, explain
that going through difficult times and maintaining a focus on God
will lead us closer to Him. And while the temptation to let go of Him is
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strong when we face difficulties, it is during those situations we must
seek Him desperately instead.
6. Discuss the first of the “Questions” in the Study Guide. Then use the
information in the “Food for Thought” sidebar in the Study Guide to discuss the matter of Daniel and his friends not eating the king’s unhealthy
food in this story—as well as how that could have implications for other
life issues today.

Encourage Application
7. A sk for a volunteer to read Daniel 1:5 -7. Say, By his actions,
Nebuchadnezzar communicated to Daniel and his friends that they were to
depend on him for all their needs and turn their backs on God. But they refused
and looked to God instead. Satan uses similar strategies against us today,
wanting to indoctrinate us into the world’s system so we turn our backs on
God as well. Use a marker board to present this simple chart to the class:

Nebuchadnezzar’s
Strategies

Satan’s
Strategies

Wanted Daniel and his
friends to eat his food

Wants us to feed on what the
world offers

Changed the names of Daniel
and his friends

Wants us to identify ourselves
in reference to the world

Educated Daniel and his
friends in his language, literature, and customs

Wants us to educate ourselves
in the ways of the world

8. Say, Given the difficult situation in which Daniel and his friends found themselves, it is obvious they had strong convictions. Based on what you know
about these young men, are there particular convictions Daniel had that you
would like to develop based on Daniel 1? Are there difficult situations in your
life right now that are fighting against your convictions? If so, what are they?
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9. Close by allowing class members to voice prayers about relying on God
during trying times.

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND

Daniel 2:1-30

Genesis 40:1-23

lesson

2

The Impossible
Dream
MAIN IDEA

Difficult situations force us to rely
on God alone.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Is there anything impossible for
God?
TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand there
is power in their prayers even in
difficult situations

BIBLE
TEACHING
GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
The first chapter of Daniel introduced the entire book. The stories (chapters
1-6) and the visions (chapters 7-12) occurred during the Exile from Judah
(605-538 B.C.). Daniel and his three Jewish friends were carried away from
Judah to Babylon, re-educated in Babylonian culture and learning, and given
new Babylonian names. They also determined to remain faithful to God’s
laws, specifically in this instance to the food or dietary laws. The result was
that God blessed their faithfulness with health and great favor in the eyes
of King Nebuchadnezzar. The story was very encouraging. It demonstrated
that it was possible to be faithful to God and still get along well in Babylonian exile.
However, serving the Babylonian king presented severe challenges to
the Jewish exiles from time to time (Daniel 2, 3, 4, 5, 6). At the end of chapter 1, King Nebuchadnezzar was “super-impressed” by Daniel and his friends
(1:20). By the time we read verse 13 in chapter 2, the king had decreed the
“execution of all the wise men of Babylon,” including Daniel and his friends
(2:13). The question of whether God would bless the faithfulness of the
Jewish exiles in chapter 1 has now become, Can God preserve and save the
lives of the Jewish exiles when they are under mortal threat from the king
or other powerful foreign officials? Of course, the answer is “Yes.” God could
and would save Daniel and his friends. However, they were not spared the
experience of being subjected to the threat of execution. This is a pattern we
shall observe again in chapters 3 and 6.
Central to the plot of this story is the importance that people in the
ancient Near East attached to dreams. Dreams were commonly understood
to contain a message for the dreamer from the gods, and often required an
interpreter to explain the meaning. This was true of King Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams in Babylon (Daniel 2, 4), just as it had been when Joseph was in
Egypt centuries before (Genesis 37:1-11; 40; 41).
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Interpreting the Scripture
Troubling Dreams (2:1)
In his second year, the king was anxious and disturbed by dreams. Nebuchadnezzar ruled his empire for about 43 years (605-562 B.C.), but at this
point he was just getting started. Likely, the king was not yet confident in
his rule.
Nebuchadnezzar had witnessed his father Nabopolassar annihilate the
Assyrian Empire and establish his own empire. Nebuchadnezzar might have
been thinking that if the Babylonians took the empire from the Assyrians,
someone else could take it from him.

The Failure of Nebuchadnezzar’s Counselors (2:2-13)
2:2a. The king had a whole host of counselors and advisors who were supposed to be able to help him understand the meaning of his dreams. These
included magicians, enchanters, sorcerers, and astrologers (“Chaldeans”).
These various terms collectively represent the wisdom and “spiritual”
resources of Babylon.

2:4. However, the counselors recognized an immediate problem: How could
they tell the king the meaning of the dream unless he first told them what
he had dreamed? The Babylonian counselors had compiled manuals to aid in
interpreting dreams. The manuals were arranged systematically, but were
extensive. To be used effectively, the counselors needed to know what the
dream was so they could look it up in their manuals. The answer of the counselors was given in Aramaic, a language similar to biblical Hebrew. Daniel
2:4 to the end of Daniel 7 is written in Aramaic. Beginning in chapter 8, it
reverts back to Hebrew as it had been in 1:1—2:3.

2:5-7. The king’s “terrible” response was completely unexpected. He stubbornly refused to tell the “diviners” what he had dreamed. To motivate these
wise men, the king threatened failure, and promised to reward success.
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2:8-9. The king perceived they were stalling. He accused them of conspiring
to give false interpretations of his dreams (“misleading and wicked things”).

2:10-11. The irony of the “astrologers”’ answer is apparent. They insisted
that the king’s request was unreasonable: “No king, however great and
mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician, or enchanter, or astrologer.” They said it was too difficult for anyone but the gods to do. This is a
fascinating admission on their part that they are not actually in touch with
the gods. The failure on the part of the astrologers set the stage for Daniel
and his God to show true divine power.

2:12-13. Enraged, the king ordered the execution of “all the wise men of
Babylon.” Although Daniel and his friends were apparently not part of this
confrontation between the king and his counselors, they were a part of the
group.

Daniel’s Request (2:14-16)
As commander of the king’s personal guard, Arioch was the chief executioner. Daniel politely asked for an explanation, and the commander told
him. Daniel responded by going to the king and asking for a temporary
reprieve of the execution in order to interpret the dream for Nebuchadnezzar. God was at work! The angry king granted time for Daniel, something he
had not been willing to do for his astrologers (2:8-9). Daniel’s actions in the
midst of this terrible crisis were exemplary. He remained calm and asked for
time politely. More importantly, he exercised faith. Sometimes crises like
this reveal the type of person that we really are. Daniel was genuinely a man
of faith.

Prayers Offered and Answered (2:17-19a)
2:17. The phrase “the friends of Daniel” when describing Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah is based on this verse.
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2:18. Daniel called a prayer meeting. God blesses His people when they pray
together (Matthew 18:19-20). Their prayer request was specific: they asked
God to show mercy by revealing the mystery of the king’s dream and voiding his order of execution of Daniel, his friends, and the other wise men of
Babylon. Daniel and his friends were concerned about the welfare of others,
not just themselves. The title, “the God of heaven,” emphasized that this
God of Daniel and his friends rules over the sun, the moon, and the stars,
which the Babylonians worshiped. This particular title for God was used frequently during and after the Babylonian Exile because it communicated that
the God of Israel was God over all nations. The Babylonian astrologers had
complained that no one could reveal the king’s dream “except the gods, and
they do not live among humans.” True. But, Daniel and his friends prayed
to the God of Heaven who could reveal the mystery to his servants in exile.

2:19a. The prayers were answered. The mystery was revealed to Daniel in
a vision.

Thanking God for Answered Prayers (2:19b-23)
This is a good model for thanking God. It includes praising God’s attributes
of wisdom and power, acknowledging God’s rule over all affairs and mysteries, and praising God for granting their prayer request.

2:19b. “Then Daniel praised the God of heaven.” The word translated
“praised” is actually the word “blessed.” It means to express in solemn words
a person’s appreciation, gratitude, honor, and recognition of the one being
blessed. Therefore, it is one way of saying “Praise the LORD.” (Psalm 103
uses the same word at the beginning of the first two verses.)

2:20. “Praise (Blessed) be to the name of God,” reminds me of the old Christian Hymn “Blessed Be the Name.” In Old Testament thought, to bless the
name of God means to bless God directly, because the name symbolizes
the person. That is why it is very important to bless God’s name and avoid
“taking God’s name in vain” (Exodus 20:7).
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2:21-22. Only the true God of Heaven controls history, and only He reveals
what it holds. Nebuchadnezzar was the most powerful king on earth at that
time, but the God of Heaven was sovereign over him.

2:23. “O God of the fathers” acknowledged that the God who was acting
to save Daniel and his friends was the God who had been faithful to the
Israelites since the time of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; a period of about 14
centuries.

Daniel Before the King (2:24-26)
2:24-25. Daniel approaches the man appointed to execute the wise men.
Readers can almost feel Arioch’s relief at being spared carrying out the executions of the wise men.
2:26. The king asked “Are you (singular—only you) able to tell me what
I saw in my dream and interpret it?” That is a flattering question, which
tempts Daniel.
Daniel Witnesses to God’s Power (2:27-30)
2:27. Daniel refused to take credit and reminded the king that “no” wise
man, enchanter, magician, or diviner could explain “the mystery.” So, Daniel
started where all the wise men of Babylon had finished—“no one (man) can
reveal it to the king except the gods” (2:11).

2:28. “But there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries.” “But” highlights the fact that Daniel was intentionally assigning credit to the God who
revealed the mystery. True knowledge concerning spiritual matters and the
future could not be found in earthly resources, they come from the God of
Heaven.

2:29. The God in Heaven revealed to Daniel that the king’s dreams and
vision focused on the future—“what will happen in days to come.”
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2:30. Daniel again refused to let the king think that Daniel was the source
of the revelation.

Focusing on the Meaning
We all experience hard times, but most of us have not been sentenced to
die by the highest authorities of government. Daniel and his friends found
themselves “on death’s row.” They responded by remaining calm, holding a
prayer meeting, thanking God for answering their prayers, and giving glory
to God by their witness that it was God who delivered them. They are good
models for all generations of believers to follow.
We too have powerful testimonies to God’s power to save and bless when
we trust, pray, praise, and witness for God as we go through our most difficult times. I have a minister friend who has battled cancer for the last few
years. He is such a joy because he remains so calm, trusting God to take
care of him. He told a group of us recently, he had often preached that when
people are going through hard times, faith in God brings victory. He said he
was glad that now he has been battling cancer he knows he really meant it
when he told others that faith is the victory.
“There is a God in heaven, and He is able . . .”
The theme of chapter 2 is the dominant theme of the Book of Daniel:
The God of Israel is sovereign over all, including King Nebuchadnezzar. The
story is artistically crafted to highlight the contrast between the helplessness
of Babylonian wise men, who supposedly could receive messages from the
gods, versus Daniel’s God. The true God’s power and wisdom is manifested
by His ability to reveal the future; something the “idols and false gods” can
never do (Isaiah 41:1-7, 21-29; 44:25-26; 45:3-7; 47:9-15). The Babylonians
were convinced that their gods had triumphed over the God of Israel when
the Babylonians captured Judah and took the Jews into exile (Psalm 137).
Falsely giving credit to idols (even if those idols are power, wealth, or fame),
or taking credit ourselves for our blessings that God has given is as nonsensical as the actions of the Babylonians had been.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Comment that we probably all know God spoke to people through
dreams in the Bible. Ask, How many times do you think that occurred?
After guesses, tell them the correct answer is 21. Give a piece of candy
to the person with the closest guess, then distribute the sheet with the
list of biblical dreams listed. Briefly discuss it and then ask for comments from class members as to any information they find especially
interesting. (This information is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.baptistwaypress.org.)

Genesis
• God stops Abimelech from sleeping with Sarah, Abraham’s wife
(Genesis 20)
• Jacob has a vision of angels ascending and descending a ladder to
Heaven (Genesis 28:12)
• God tells Jacob to return to the land of his father (Genesis 31:10-11)
• God warns Laban not to bless or curse Jacob as he heads home
(Genesis 31:24)
• Joseph sees one sheath of grain stand straight up and 11 sheaths of
grain bow down to it (Genesis 37:1-10)
• Joseph sees the sun, moon, and stars bow down to him (Genesis
37:1-10)
• Pharaoh’s cupbearer presses grapes from a vine and gives them to
Pharaoh (Genesis 40)
• Pharaoh’s baker carries three baskets of bread on his head and birds
eat it (Genesis 40)
• Pharaoh sees seven fat cows come out of the Nile and seven skinny
cows eat them (Genesis 41)
• Pharaoh has a vision of seven plump ears of grain on a single stalk,
but seven thin ears of grain swallow them (Genesis 41)
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Judges
• An unnamed man sees a loaf of barley bread roll into the Midianite
camp and overturn their tents (Judges 7:13)

1 Kings
• God appears to Solomon and offers him anything he wants (1 Kings
3:5-15)

Daniel
• King Nebuchadnezzar sees a great statue made of various materials
being crushed by a stone (Daniel 2)
• King Nebuchadnezzar sees an enormous tree chopped down (Daniel
4)
• Daniel has a vision of a lion, a bear, a leopard, and a mysterious
beast with 10 horns judged by God (Daniel 7)

Matthew
• An angel tells Joseph not to divorce Mary (Matthew 1:18-24)
• God warns the magi not to return to Herod after leaving Bethlehem
(Matthew 2)
• An angel tells Joseph to escape before Herod kills all the male
children (Matthew 2)
• An angel tells Joseph to return to Israel with Jesus because Herod is
dead (Matthew 2)
• God warns Joseph to steer clear of Judea because Herod’s son is now
on the throne (Matthew 2)
• Pontius Pilate’s wife has a nightmare concerning Jesus’ trial because
Jesus is innocent (Matthew 27:19). Dreams of the Bible (https://
overviewbible.com/infographic-dreams-bible/) Accessed 5-17-2019.
Comment that three of the dreams are in the Book of Daniel, with one of
them being in today’s lesson.
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Guide Bible Study
2. Divide class members into small groups and assign each of them a
Scripture passage and its related questions. (A copy of these questions
is available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.baptistwaypress.org.) If your class size is small, assign two passages to each
group.
• Daniel 2:1-4—What was the issue at hand? Were those who went
before King Nebuchadnezzar confident in their abilities to do what
he asked?
• Daniel 2:5-9—What would the consequences be for the magicians,
astrologers, sorcerers, and Chaldeans if they were unable to
interpret the king’s dream? What would the benefits be if they
could? Was it unreasonable for Nebuchadnezzar to order such
extreme consequences for his wise men if they could not identify his
dream?
• Daniel 2:10-16—How did the Chaldeans answer the king’s harsh
words? How did Nebuchadnezzar then respond? When Daniel asked
the king for time to interpret the dream, do you think he was using
a stalling tactic?
• Daniel 2:17-19—What did Daniel do after he left the king? What
did he ask Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to do? How did God
respond?
• Daniel 2:20-23—How would you summarize Daniel’s blessing to
God?
• Daniel 2:24-30—Who did Daniel say could reveal mysteries?
Did Daniel think he had special wisdom for being able to see and
interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dream?
Ask groups to briefly share their responses.
3. Ask a volunteer to reread Daniel 1:9-10, then share this information:
King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream he could not, or chose not to remember. He
called in his wise men and demanded that they tell him the dream. Daniel was
asked to do the impossible—reveal to the king what his dream had been, then
interpret it. But Daniel had confidence that God could allow him to do this.
In Genesis, Joseph had interpreted dreams with God’s help, but he had never
been asked to reconstruct one. When Daniel was able to do so, it proved that
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God has no limits. Ask, While we may think God worked in different ways in
Daniel’s day, do you believe He is the same God today? Do you think He still
hears our prayers today? Comment that we must pray in faith, believing
He can move in ways beyond our understanding.
4. Use the information about Nebuchadnezzar’s extreme punishment
planned for those who could not interpret his dream in the “Crime and
Punishment” sidebar in the Study Guide.
5. Ask, What does Daniel 2:19-23 tell us about how to respond to answered
prayer?

Encourage Application
6. Ask for a volunteer to share a brief testimony about a time when God
answered a prayer in an amazing or totally unexpected way. Comment
that we can have faith that God can give us answers in what we thought
were impossible situations.
7. Say, Daniel was in a situation where only God could help him interpret the
king’s dream. Since it would mean death to him and his three friends if God
did not reveal the answer to him, Daniel understood how important it was
to pray about the situation. The answer was revealed to him after he prayed
with his Hebrew companions. Discuss how this story shows us the benefits of having Christian friends to pray with. Distribute index cards and
pencils and ask members to write down the names of friends they could
have as prayer partners. Encourage them to keep this card and follow up
with the people they wrote down.
8. Comment that it is easy to get caught up in the fact that God spoke
through dreams—even to a pagan king like Nebuchadnezzar. However,
often lost in this story is that Daniel and his friends sought God and He
answered them, enabling Daniel to see what the king’s dream was and
how to interpret it. Say, Our focus as well must be on the answers God gives
when we seek Him.
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DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Say, It is true that God spoke through dreams to people in the past, but even
then, it was not a frequent occurrence. Ask, What are the primary ways God
communicates with us today? After responses, comment that God most
often speaks to us through prayer, the Holy Spirit, and by His written
Word. Of course, sometimes God uses these methods in conjunction
with each other to speak to us.
2. Briefly discuss the second of the “Questions” from the Study Guide and
discuss how God placed Daniel where he was in order to reveal and correctly interpret King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.

Guide Bible Study
3. Discuss where King Nebuchadnezzar turned for answers to his dream
in “This Lesson and Life” from the Study Guide. Ask learners where they
turn. Ask if they know anyone who turns to horoscopes, advice on social
media, or family members. Comment how important it is to go to a
trustworthy source—God—when seeking wisdom.
4. Ask, What can we learn from Daniel’s approach to dealing with this situation? Ask a volunteer you have enlisted before class to read Matthew
18:19-20. Discuss how important it is to seek God in prayer. Daniel also
enlisted prayer partners. Prayer partners are a great source of spiritual
power. And although this story is in the Old Testament, it presents a
similar message to that of Jesus when He speaks about the power that
results when people pray.
5. Ask learners to look at Daniel 2:19, 24. Ask, After Daniel’s prayer was
answered, what two things did he do? After responses, clarify that he first
thanked and gave credit to God. Second, he took action to protect the
other wise men. He could easily have used this event to promote himself
and let the other wise men be killed, but he acted in order to save them.
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6. Daniel 2:20-23 has been called “Daniel’s Psalm.” Discuss the characteristics of God that Daniel mentions in these verses.
7. Comment that there are three aspects of Daniel’s spiritual maturity
that stand out in Daniel 2:1-30: (1) his wisdom in knowing how to
respond to a crisis, (2) his prayer in response to a difficult situation,
and (3) his praise in response to God working in his life. Ask, How can
Daniel’s example help you grow in one of these areas?

Encourage Application
8. Discuss the last of the “Questions” from the Study Guide about our
response to answered prayer.
9. Ask learners to get in pairs and think of as many different ways as possible to pray. Ask the first pair to share their ideas and then go around
the room, allowing the other pairs to give responses that were not
already mentioned. Jot down the various ways to pray on a marker
board as they are listed. Encourage members to try praying in a new way
this week while seeking God.

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND

Daniel 2:31-49

Genesis 41

lesson

3

The Dream
Revealed
MAIN IDEA

This passage demonstrates God’s
sovereignty over His people’s past,
present, and future and gives His
people continued confidence and
hope.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Daniel used his position for kingdom
purposes. In what practical ways
can you use your position, gifts, and
abilities for God’s kingdom?
TEACHING AIM

BIBLE
TEACHING
GUIDE

To lead adults to learn that the
highest form of devotion is to
always seek to exalt God instead of
themselves
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Daniel 2 begins by describing the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar’s “troubling dreams.” The plot took many turns and twists before finally getting to
the point where the dream could be interpreted.
The story in Daniel 2 has strong connections to the story of Joseph’s
interpretation of the Pharaoh of Egypt’s dream (Genesis 40—41). There are
both detailed parallels between the two, as well as distinctive features of
Daniel’s experience. The distinctive features of Daniel’s experience compared
to Joseph’s heighten the suspense of Daniel’s critical situation. 1) Joseph
was told what the Pharaoh had dreamed; Daniel was required to know the
king’s dream without being told by the king what it was. 2) The stakes were
higher: the Babylonian king was going to execute the wise men of Babylonia
if no one told him the dream and its meaning. 3) Daniel 2 focuses on Daniel
and his friends seeking the answer from God and praising the LORD when
it was given. 4) The dream in Daniel highlighted the sovereign power and
authority of the God of Israel. 5) The dream in Daniel 2 concerned the ages
to come, while Pharaoh’s dream was only about the next 14 years. 6) Daniel
did not advise King Nebuchadnezzar what to do about the dream in the way
that Joseph advised Pharaoh.
There is tremendous theological significance to the historical setting
and context of the “dream interpretation” stories of Joseph and Daniel. The
Joseph story occurred at the beginning of the Israelite sojourn in Egypt. The
Israelites would spend the next four centuries away from the land God had
promised to Abraham. But, God would be with them, preserve them, and
bring them back to the Promised Land in the future. The Daniel story occurs
at the beginning of the Babylonian Exile when the Israelites would again be
separated from the Promised Land. But, even in Babylonia, as in Egypt, God
would be with the Israelites exiles, preserve them, and bring them back in
the future.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
The Dream Revealed (2:31-35)
2:31-33. The Great Statue
King Nebuchadnezzar had seen a vision of an enormous metal statue with
such brilliance that it had a “dazzling effect” on the king. The “image” was
in the human form. God created human beings in his image (same word as
“statue” here in Daniel 2:31-33). Egyptian pharaohs, Assyrian and Babylonian kings used statues of themselves to mark their territory. That is, the
statue of the ruler signified this is the person who rules in this territory.
The metal statue was a composite of gold, silver, bronze, and iron. Many
interpreters of Daniel think the progression from head to toe of gold, silver,
bronze, and iron indicated that each successive part was inferior in value
to the preceding part. Gold was the most precious (the head); silver chest
and arms were less impressive than gold; bronze belly and thighs was less
impressive than silver, but more impressive than the legs of iron.
The dazzling image was “awesome in appearance” (2:31). In our culture
“awesome” means something great, wonderful, or marvelous. In the Old
Testament context this meant “awful.” Not awful in the sense of being bad,
but “awful” in the sense of producing an experience of awe. Awe-inspiring
experiences have a frightening aspect to them. The image frightened King
Nebuchadnezzar. It may be that the dream reflected the fears of Nebuchadnezzar who had only recently come to the throne. Perhaps he was anxious
about someone else taking the rule from him.

2:34-35. The Great Rock
Nebuchadnezzar saw a great rock that had not been quarried from the earth
by human hands. The “not cut by human hands” phrase emphasizes the
“other-worldly” origin of the rock. The rock was hurled at the statue with
tremendous force. It struck the statue in the feet causing the whole statue
to be broken into small pieces like dust, which were then blown away. The
destruction is emphasized by listing each of the metal parts again in verse
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35. The effect was that all evidence the statue had ever existed was removed.
The rock grew into a “huge mountain and filled the whole earth.” The rock
represented a universal phenomenon.

The Interpretation of the Dream (2:36-45)
2:36-43. The Meaning of the Statue
2:36-38. The parts of the statue represented four successive empires.
Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians were identified as the head of gold.
Daniel flattered Nebuchadnezzar by calling him “the king of kings,” which
is an Old Testament way of saying the superlative, i.e. “the greatest king.”
Nebuchadnezzar’s rule was described as a universal rule over “mankind and
the beasts of the field and the birds of the air.” It was theologically significant that Daniel told the great king Nebuchadnezzar that his rule had been
“given” by the God of Heaven. Nebuchadnezzar was the greatest king of his
day, but God was sovereign even over Nebuchadnezzar. This also encouraged
Daniel and the Israelites that their exile in Babylon was under the rule of
God directly, and not only under the rule of Nebuchadnezzar.

2:39-40. Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylonians would not rule forever. Babylonian rule would be followed in order by other kingdoms. The precise
identification of each empire has been debated. The most common traditional interpretation has been that the silver empire represented the Medes
and Persian under King Cyrus, the bronze empire was the Greek rule, and
the iron empire was Rome. Many scholars today identify the silver as the
Medes, the bronze as the Persians, and the iron as the Greeks. This interpretation addresses the attempts of the Greek ruler Antiochus IV Epiphanes
(175-164 B.C.) to unify his kingdom by forcing all people under his rule to
adopt one culture and religion. Forcing Jews to abandon their covenant with
the LORD led to Jewish rebellion and terrible persecution of the Jews by the
Greek authorities. The message of Daniel had a powerful word of encouragement and hope for Jews passing through these “fires of persecution.”
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2:41-43. More detail is given about the first kingdom Babylon (gold), and
the fourth kingdom (iron) than about the silver and bronze kingdoms. The
toes being iron mixed with clay shows that this “crushing kingdom” has a
mixture of strength (iron) and weakness (clay). The inhabitants of this kingdom were a mixed population, rather than a homogenous group.

2:44-45. The Meaning of the Great Rock
“In the time of those kings” indicates that this will occur in God’s time, when
He decides. God’s kingdom will crush all the kingdoms of this world, and
God’s triumphant rule will never be destroyed or succeeded. The rock is a
living, moving, growing image of God’s powerful kingdom; the motionless,
fragile metal statue depicts the ultimate weakness of all earthly kingdoms.
Christians typically understand that the establishment of God’s kingdom (the rock) refers to Jesus. Some interpreters think it refers to the
establishment of the kingdom during Jesus’ incarnation, the “first coming
of Jesus” (Mark 15:43; Matthew 12:28). Other interpreters think the kingdom reign occurs with Jesus’ second coming (Mark 13:26-27; Revelation 18;
20:1-10).

2:45b. Daniel stressed to the king the truth of the dream and the certainty
of its interpretation. Daniel likely was hoping that Nebuchadnezzar would
respond with devotion and service to God.
The interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream makes an important
theological statement. In much of the Old Testament, the focus is on God’s
rule over and through the Israelites. In this vision, God is sovereign over the
nations and over world history, not just Israel’s history. The Israelites may
have to live under the authority of foreign (non-Israelite) kings. But they
can hold firm in faith knowing that God has allowed this to happen (vs.
36—Nebuchadnezzar’s dominion was given to him by God). Furthermore,
although as they lived through the Exile and it may have seemed endless to
the Israelites, it was not. God, the true king, would establish His kingdom
in His time.
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Nebuchadnezzar’s Response (2:46-49)
2:46. Nebuchadnezzar responded by honoring Daniel, almost like Daniel
was a god himself. It is obvious that the king was relieved his dream had
been explained. The king focused on the moment; he did not ask any questions about the future, or about the God of Daniel. Nebuchadnezzar was so
consumed with himself and his personal welfare that he had little concern
about events beyond his time.

2:47. In the heat of the moment and the euphoria of having the meaning of
the dream explained, Nebuchadnezzar offered a tremendous acknowledgment of Daniel’s God. The king declared that Daniel’s God was “the God of
gods,” the greatest of all gods. Subsequent events in the Book of Daniel reveal
that this acknowledgment of God’s power and authority by King Nebuchadnezzar was short-lived, and not ultimately a life-changing confession.

2:48-49. Daniel, a Jewish exile, was promoted to be the head of the king’s
counselors. Daniel’s friends became chief administrators in the province of
Babylon. As we might say today, “the young Jews made good,” even in the
capital city of the Babylonians.

Focusing on the Meaning
King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and its subsequent interpretation disclosed
highly significant truths about the God of Israel. 1) The God of Israel, served
by Daniel, is sovereign over the kings of the earth, and over the Heavens
(including the supposed gods worshiped by the Babylonians). King Nebuchadnezzar was right; he is the God of gods (2:47). God’s authority and rule
are not evident to everyone. People of genuine faith know that God has
power, but many fail to acknowledge God’s rule. In this world, there is the
tendency to acknowledge human power and authority. Nebuchadnezzar
was the greatest king of his day (“the king of kings”—2:17), but even he was
under the rule and authority of God. Indeed, God had “given” Nebuchadnezzar his dominion (2:37-38). When confronted by the powers and power
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structures in our own world, Daniel 2 reminds us that worldly powers are
never outside the authority of God.
2) History is under God’s control, and only God can truly reveal its meaning. When Christians say that “history” is “His story,” they are expressing
the conviction that the ultimate meaning and significance of human history
is under God’s control, and God will reveal it to His people in “God’s own
good time.”
3) Earthly kingdoms rise, flourish, then pass away. The kingdom of God
is the ultimate, eternal kingdom that will never pass away.
In the course of human history, kingdoms come and go. As they do, many
people find themselves to be powerless and they feel very vulnerable. This
was the circumstance for the Jewish exiles during the reign of the “great and
powerful” Nebuchadnezzar. Faith in God is challenged by historic catastrophes that happen to people, including people of faith. But, there is good news
from this Old Testament book. Appearances to the contrary; God’s kingdom
has ultimate and eternal authority. So, “in times like these,” keep the faith
and wait for God’s glorious future kingdom expectantly.
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DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Write these three scenarios on slips of paper. Ask for three volunteers
to each take one, read it to the class, and then answer the question. (A
copy of these scenarios is available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this
study at www.baptistwaypress.org.)
• You received a job promotion and a pay raise. Are you more likely to
tell your friends about your accomplishment or how God has blessed
you?
• You are elected as chairperson of an important committee in your
church. Are you more likely to allow this power to go to your head or
be humbled that God has allowed you to serve in that position?
• You have a beautiful family, a fine home, and nice cars—seemingly
the best of everything. Are you more likely to take pride in your
belongings or the blessing of family?
Explain that whether we exalt ourselves or not, God is the litmus test
of our spiritual maturity. In this session, we will see that Daniel exalted
God after He enabled Daniel to reveal the king’s dream.
2. Ask the fifth of the “Application Questions” from the Study Guide
regarding whether God still speaks to people through dreams.

Guide Bible Study
3. On a map, locate the area of Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar’s reign at
this time in history and display it to the class.
4. Say, King Nebuchadnezzar gave the edict that all wise men in Babylon—
including Daniel—would be killed if they could not first describe the dream
he had, then interpret it. Ask for comments as to how learners think
Daniel was able to keep a proper perspective in the face of this challenging situation. Continue, After Daniel prayed with Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, God revealed the answer to him, and he was able to describe
the king’s dream. Ask a volunteer to read Daniel 2:31-35 as Daniel might
have spoken it to King Nebuchadnezzar.
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5. Explain that in Daniel 2:39-45, Daniel gives the interpretation of the
dream in which God revealed future history for centuries to come.
He foretold the rise and fall of the Medo-Persian, Greek, and Roman
empires, which would all follow the current Babylonian empire; that
Jesus would shatter the reign of earthly kings; and then God would
establish His everlasting kingdom. Instruct class members to gather in
pairs or triads and use their smart phones or tablets for a search of the
empires mentioned. Guide one group to each search for the Babylonian
empire, the Medo-Persian empire, the Greek empire, and the Roman
empire. Allow time for members to gather facts and then briefly report
the basic information about their assigned empire and how long it
lasted.
6. Ask learners to stay in the same small groups. Assign one of the verses
and questions below from Daniel 2 to each pair. (A copy of these questions is available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.
baptistwaypress.org.) Ask the pairs to each answer the question about
their verse:
• Verse 46: What did the king’s falling on his face in front of Daniel
signify?
• Verse 47: Did Nebuchadnezzar give credit to Daniel or to God?
• Verse 48: In what three ways did the king bless Daniel?
• Verse 49: Why do you think Nebuchadnezzar promoted Daniel (who
was a foreigner) to such a high position?

Encourage Application
7. Say, It has been said that if we raise ourselves in man’s eyes, we lower ourselves in God’s eyes; but if we lower ourselves in man’s eyes, we raise ourselves
in God’s eyes. Ask, Do you agree with that statement? What tips would you
give for doing that? Can you think of other biblical examples other than Daniel
who modeled this for us?
8. Close by sharing the information found in “This Lesson and Life” in the
Study Guide.
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DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Divide the class into evenly sized small groups. Assign each group one
of the following categories: (1) spiritual gifts, (2) talents and abilities,
and (3) leadership positions. Ask teams to think of all the practical ways
they could use either the gifts, abilities, or positions they possess for
God’s kingdom. Comment that Daniel used the abilities God gave him
in the challenging position in which he was placed for God’s purposes.

Guide Bible Study
2. Ask a volunteer to read Daniel 2:31-35. Say, In these verses, Daniel accurately described the content of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. Then ask three
more volunteers to read these passages from Daniel 2: verses 36-39,
verses 40-43, and verses 44-45. Comment, In these verses, Daniel is interpreting the meaning of the dream, which was about coming world empires.
How much more credibility would Daniel have with the king in giving the
dream’s interpretation after first being able to describe it? How much of
Daniel’s ability came from God?
3. Discuss the “Kingdom Qualities” sidebar in the Study Guide about the
coming kingdoms foretold in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.
4. Discuss how Daniel not only had his life spared, but that he was also
promoted to a high-ranking position in the Babylonian kingdom. Daniel
also made sure his Hebrew friends were not overlooked. It was only
fitting that his friends got to share in his advancement because they
helped Daniel see and interpret the king’s dream through their prayers.
Discuss the humility Daniel had in sharing his advancement in the
kingdom with his friends.
5. Comment that many Christians stand up for God like Daniel, but do not
get rewarded, promoted, or recognized as he did. Ask, Could Daniel’s positive experience create unrealistic expectations among Christians about how
God should respond when they are faithful? How can Christians still exalt
God when they are not rewarded as Daniel and his friends were?
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6. Comment that this interesting story is full of examples of God’s present and future sovereignty—that He has supreme authority and that all
things are under His control. Discuss the first of the “Questions” from
the Study Guide.

Encourage Application
7. Say, Daniel’s promotion included significant wealth, authority, and power.
Based on what we have seen about Daniel so far, how do you think he
responded to acquiring wealth and becoming a ruler? How do you think you
would respond given the same circumstances?
8. Ask learners to define or describe the word exalt. Write responses on a
marker board. Remark that Daniel exalted God in a trying time and in
a foreign culture. He had strong convictions about lifting God up and
remaining humble himself. Ask learners to list ways they could exalt
God while humbling themselves in the coming week.

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND

Daniel 3:1-30

Acts 4:5-20
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
At the conclusion of the story in chapter 2, life was good for these Jewish
exiles. Daniel was appointed head over all the wise men of Babylon, and his
three friends were appointed to high administrative offices in the province
of Babylon. But things can change dramatically when you are under the
authority of a pagan king. Chapter 3 narrates the next major crisis for these
young Jews.
There are two important religious truths to keep in mind when reading
Daniel 3. The first is that God continuously insisted His covenant people
were not to worship any god but Him, nor were they to worship any image
(Exodus 20:2-4). The Book of Isaiah contains several passages that sarcastically denounce the foolishness of idol worship (Isaiah 43:1-3; 40:18-20;
41:6-7; 44:9-20; 46:1-7). The second is that God’s people are to obey the
rulers and laws of the lands in which they live (Romans 13:1-8); unless, the
governing authorities require people of faith to do what God has forbidden.
To paraphrase the words of Peter and John: “Believers ought to obey God
rather than rulers and ungodly laws” (Acts 4:5-20).
Daniel 3 is a well-crafted story. It introduces an action of the king that
leads to a crisis, which is resolved with an unexpected reversal of fortune,
and concludes with a description of the good fortunes that came about as a
result of the happy ending.
The moral or lesson of the story is encouraging. When God’s people are
faithfully obedient, even arrogant kings can be humbled, and humble servants of God can be exalted.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
Worshiping the Golden Image (3:1-7)
3:1. King Nebuchadnezzar dreamed of a great metallic statue with a head of
gold representing his own kingdom. He decided to make that a reality, so he
had an enormous 90-feet tall golden statue created. The description of the
height and width suggests that it looked more like the Washington Monument (a stone obelisk), than the Lincoln Memorial (an image of the person).
The statue was “monumental” in every sense of the word.

3:2-3. Seven classes of officials were summoned by the king to attend
the dedication of the statue. The list starts with the most honorable and
powerful officials, the satraps, and concludes with “all the other provincial
officials.” This would be like Americans listing the governmental officials
for a particular city or county by listing the national leaders first, followed
by state officials, then local city or county officials. Repeating the list from
verse 2 verbatim in verse 3 helps to set the tone for this high level, formal
occasion.

3:4. Nebuchadnezzar intended to unite the diverse population of his empire
in a single act of worship. This is a significant part of the rest of the story;
the king is demanding worship of himself and his gods.

3:5. Music has been used to draw attention to state and religious processions and ceremonies from the 7th century B.C. under King Nebuchadnezzar
to currently. Americans rise when the “Star Spangled Banner” begins to be
played; many churches rise when the “Doxology” begins to be played or sung.
The band was a combination of wind and stringed instruments. The repetition in verse 7 of instruments from verse 5 also contributes to the sense of
the formality of the occasion.
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3:6. The threat to throw anyone into a burning furnace who did not bow
down when the music played was not an idle threat. Jewish exiles quoted
this curse: “The LORD treat you like Zedekiah and Ahab, whom the king of
Babylon burned in the fire” (Jeremiah 29:22).
The furnace was a large kiln used primarily for the baking of bricks.
These furnaces had an opening in the top (which produced a chimney effect),
and an opening on the side where fuel could be added. It was the side door
that could be opened to see what was happening inside.

3:7. Notice the irony. All the great and powerful people from the Babylonian Empire bowed before a lifeless statue whenever King Nebuchadnezzar
“waved the baton” directing the musical medley.
The Refusal of Daniel’s Three Friends (3:8-12)
Verse 7 said that “all the nations and peoples of every language fell down
and worshiped the image of gold.” However, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were “denounced” by some astrologers for refusing to bow. The word
“denounced” means “maliciously accused.” It literally depicts eating the
pieces of flesh torn off of someone’s body. We understand these kinds of
metaphors even today. The “astrologers” were jealous of the success that
Daniel and his friends had in being elevated so high by King Nebuchadnezzar. Resentment toward Jewish religious practices that kept them from
acting like everyone else has been a constant challenge for Jews living in
Dispersion.
Verse 12 makes it clear that the statue represented the strong connection between Babylonian political power and Babylonian religion.

Confidence in God (3:13-18)
3:13-14. Nebuchadnezzar was “furious with rage.” In his anger, this king
had moved from honoring and praising these three Jews to threatening
to kill them. Nebuchadnezzar could have used some anger management
training.
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3:15. The king probably thought himself gracious by offering the three
another opportunity to bow. But, he also repeated the threat.
Nebuchadnezzar’s taunting question: “Then what god will be able to
rescue from my hand” opened the door for the God of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego to show His true power.

3:16-17. These three did not defend themselves, they simply testified to
their faith in God to deliver them. They answered Nebuchadnezzar’s taunting question in verse 15 by saying in verse 17: “The God we serve is able to
deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand.”

3:18. “But even if he [God] does not,” save them. They believed He could
save them, but did not presume to know how He would do so. Faith means
that in crises we trust and rely upon God, even though we may not know how
or when God will deliver us from the crises. True faith is not conditional. We
trust Him because of who He is, not just when, or if, He delivers in the way
we think He should.
The final answer of these three Jewish exiles contains some of the most
courageous words in the Bible. It might be paraphrased this way: “No, thank
you. We will serve our God, not your gods.”

Thrown Into the Fiery Furnace (3:19-23)
In his fury, Nebuchadnezzar ordered the furnace to be heated seven times
the usual. Even so, the king was hotter than the furnace. Perhaps they were
thrown into the top opening. The heat was so intense that the soldiers who
threw them in died. From time to time, the accusers of Jewish exiles received
the torment they were intending to impose on the Jews (Daniel 3:22; 6:24;
Esther 9:1-17).
These three stood up for God and were willing to accept the
consequences.
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Deliverance From the Fiery Furnace (3:24-27)
3:24. Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement. He had probably
been expecting to hear screams, along with the sounds and smells of burning flesh.

3:25. What the king saw was four “men” walking around—that is they were
not tied up and lying on the floor of the furnace. The impression was the
four were having a leisurely afternoon stroll; but they were in a blazing furnace. The king said the fourth “man” looked like a son of the gods, a divine
being. In verse 28, Nebuchadnezzar referred to this “fourth man” as God’s
“angel,” or “messenger.”

3:26. Nebuchadnezzar ordered the three “servants of the Most High God”
to come out of the furnace. The title, “the Most High God,” is Nebuchadnezzar’s way of saying this is a god with universal authority. Nebuchadnezzar
was impressed by what this God does through and on behalf of his servants.

3:27. Not only were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego not burned to death,
there was no evidence whatsoever that they had been anywhere near a fire.

The Result: Acknowledgment and Promotion (3:28-30)
3:28. King Nebuchadnezzar again acknowledged the power of the Jewish
God (compare 3:28 and 2:47). It had dawned on the king, there is a god who
could deliver these Jews out of the king’s hand (3:15). It also seems the king
acknowledged that no other god could save in this way.

3:29. In typical fashion, Nebuchadnezzar overreacted and declared that the
people who “say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego” be cut into pieces and have their homes destroyed. Nebuchadnezzar
seemed to be as frightening when he was on your side as when he was your
enemy.

3:30. So, rather than being martyred by the king, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego were promoted. What a happy turn of events.

Lesson 4: Cool in the Furnace

53

Focusing on the Meaning
When the circumstances of our lives are completely hopeless, we can trust
God to vindicate our commitment by saving us—one way or the other.
Sometimes, God takes us around the troubles and spares us from having
to experience them. Sometimes, He lets us go through “fiery trials.” But
whether God takes us around troubles, or takes us through troubles, He is
with us. This story paints a beautiful, memorable picture: three believers
were cast in the fire, but their God was with them (the fourth figure in the
fire).
In Daniel 3:18, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego insisted they would
not worship the king’s idol, even if their God did not save them from the fire.
They chose to obey God, not humans (Acts 4:19-20; 5:29). They recognized
that death was preferable to apostasy.
God will vindicate the faith commitment of His people—sometimes in
this world, sometimes in the next. Jesus died on the cross, but God vindicated Him by the resurrection. The Book of Revelation reminds us that
sometimes the kings and kingdoms of this world put people of faith to death.
But, at the end of human history, the faithful will be ultimately vindicated
by God.
We are probably tempted to compromise our faith commitments in various large and small ways. Perhaps no challenge to compromise is greater
than when your government demands that you do what God has told you
not to do; or, insists that you cannot do what God has commanded you to
do. The instruments of human power are brought to press upon believers in
these circumstances. It happened in Babylonia during the time of Nebuchadnezzar. It happened in Jerusalem and across the empire during the time of
the Roman emperors. It happened in Germany in the 1930s and 1940s. It is
happening some places in the world as you read this.
Pray for all people of faith who are being persecuted now. Pray that God
will help you grow in your own faith so when the days of testing come, you
will stand firm.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect with Life

1. Ask, Can you think of any recent or current rulers who demanded that people
bow down and worship them? Comment that some rulers in other countries have demanded worship of themselves. Ask, But what about other
things such as money, popularity, possessions, etc.? Does it sometimes seem
they also “demand” that we worship them?
2. Share the following illustration and the questions that follow it. A high
school student at a Christian school wonders how anyone could question God’s existence. His Christian school makes it easy to believe in
God. But when he graduates from that high school and begins attending a secular university with worldly students and godless professors,
believing in God suddenly becomes more difficult. Ask, Did God change?
What did? After discussion, ask, Have you ever been in a similar situation? Discuss how the pressure from circumstances can tempt weaker
Christians to question their convictions. Comment that only a wellgrounded believer can stand firm in the face of temptation.

Guide Bible Study
3. Give a brief overview of Daniel 3:1-7 by explaining that in the previous
chapter, Nebuchadnezzar seemed to honor God after Daniel explained
his dream. The king was so impressed, he told Daniel that his God was
the true God. But now, the king had built a huge golden image approximately ninety feet tall and nine feet wide and ordered that everyone
worship it when they heard the music play. If anyone did not bow
down to it, they would be cast into a furnace of fire. The king’s actions
revealed that, by this time, he really did not revere God.
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4. Guide learners to get into small groups and assign each group one of
these passages: Daniel 3:8-12, Daniel 3:13-15, and Daniel 3:16-18. Ask
each group to give the main point of their assigned passage. Comment:
We can imagine the enormous pressure on Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
to compromise. Being aliens in a foreign country, everything around them—
the king, the furnace, the music, the other Jews, the Babylonians—all
combined to tempt them to obey the king’s edict. Yet their convictions were
stronger than the pressure to compromise.
5. Distribute a slip of paper and a pencil to each individual. Ask learners
to write down the percentage of Christians they feel give up their convictions when tempted in various situations. Collect the slips and read
learners’ responses. Make appropriate comments, then ask these questions: Were the percentages of others in the class higher or lower than you
expected? Do you think there is a problem with Christians’ convictions today?
6. Use the information from “Son of the gods” found in the sidebar in
the Study Guide to discuss how God protected Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego in the furnace.

Encourage Application
7. Ask the third question found in the “Questions” in the Study Guide to
discuss “furnaces” in learners’ lives and how they responded.
8. Close with a time of prayer focusing on the fact that spiritual victory in
our lives comes from staying true to God, not giving in to the ways of
the world.
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DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Ask, How many of you have seen cartoon photos of a school of fish with
one swimming in the opposite direction? What comes to mind when you
think about that image? After discussion, comment that swimming
upstream—or going in the opposite direction than the crowd—is sometimes hard to do, but it pleases God and strengthens our faith.
2. Remark that there is a powerful quote from an unknown author that
says: “Stand for what is right, even if it means standing alone.” Ask,
Have you ever had to stand alone when others were “going along with the
crowd”? How did it feel at the time? Did you feel stronger knowing you had
done the right thing?

Guide Bible Study
3. Divide the class into small groups. Ask each group to create a brief modern-day story based on Daniel 3. Call for the small groups to present
their stories.
4. Comment that it is common to feel we are at the mercy of the people and
circumstances around us. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego no doubt
felt that pressure, but knew that their God was more powerful than the
pressure to bow down and compromise. Ask, How should a knowledge of
God’s power that is available to us affect our view of the circumstances in our
lives?
5. Read the fifth of the “Questions” in the Study Guide and ask learners to
give their responses.
6. Discuss how God can deliver us in ways we could have never imagined
when we remain faithful to Him and do not compromise our convictions. Supplement with the information found in “A Big Enough
Deliverance” from the Study Guide recounting the miracle of God delivering Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego because they held firm to their
convictions and didn’t bow down to Nebuchadnezzar’s idol.
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Encourage Application
7. Read “The Pedestal” in the Study Guide and discuss how the areas listed
could become idols in life.
8. Ask, What are the positive results of not bowing down to compromise? Write
their responses on a marker board. After all results have been voiced,
invite class members to take a photo of the board with their phones.
Challenge members to look back at the photo frequently in the coming
days as a reminder to stand strong in the face of compromise.

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND

Daniel 4:1-37

Acts 12:20-23
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Daniel 4 recounts King Nebuchadnezzar’s experience with another significant dream. Chapter 2 told the story of King Nebuchadnezzar’s troubling
dream about the enormous metallic statue. The dream story of chapter 2
occurred during the second year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign. Most interpreters think the story about Nebuchadnezzar making and demanding the
worship of a golden image (chapter 3) happened shortly after the chapter 2
story. Although chapter 4 does not indicate the year of the king’s reign as a
setting, it is commonly thought that this story occurred decades after the
stories in chapters 2 and 3. [Nebuchadnezzar reigned for 43 years.]
Daniel 2:1 described Nebuchadnezzar as troubled by dreams and unable
to sleep. In Daniel 4:4 the king described himself as “at home in my palace,
content, and prosperous.” Notice that when Nebuchadnezzar was troubled
and unable to sleep, God comforted him with Daniel’s interpretation of the
king’s dream. On the other hand, here in chapter 4 where Nebuchadnezzar
was comfortable, God afflicted him with a dream and its interpretation by
Daniel. All of us can relate to the king to some degree. When we are troubled,
God comforts us; when we are comfortable, God shakes us up.
The literary style of chapter 4 is testimony. The majority of the chapter
has Nebuchadnezzar telling his own story. Nebuchadnezzar’s testimony in
Daniel 4 is similar to the testimonial, or thanksgiving psalms in the Book of
Psalms. These testimonies tend to follow a typical sequence: the confessors
were distressed/troubled, the confessors cried to God for help, God intervened and delivered, and in conclusion the confessors praised God. Psalm 30
is a good example to illustrate this type of psalm.
As you study this chapter, note how often the word “heaven” appears.
That word is used in this chapter more often than in any other chapter in
the Old Testament. “Heaven,” and the God of Heaven, is contrasted with the
earth, and the greatest king on the earth, Nebuchadnezzar.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
Nebuchadnezzar’s Proclamation Honoring God (4:1-3)
Nebuchadnezzar began by proclaiming God’s mighty works and declaring
that God’s kingdom was eternal. The testimony begins where it ends, praising God. Following the introductory praise, the affliction was described,
God’s intervention was narrated, and praise of God completed the story.
This pattern is seen also in Psalms 30 and 32.
Nebuchadnezzar’s statement was an amazing acknowledgment and declaration of God’s power and reign.

Another Disturbing Dream (4:4-18)
4:4. Nebuchadnezzar was “contented and prosperous.” He felt secure. He
was satisfied. Hearers of his testimony probably anticipated that the king
was about to introduce a fateful turn of events.

4:5. The king’s contentment and ease were shattered by a terrifying dream.
4:6-7. Again the king summoned “all the wise men of Babylon” to explain
the meaning of the dream (Daniel 2:2-13). This time the king told the wise
men what he had dreamed. But, the helplessness of “all of the wise men of
Babylon” is shown again, just as it had been in Daniel 2:10-11.
4:8-9. “Finally,” literally means “at last!” This phrase not only indicated
sequence, i.e. the last wise man to come before the king. It also denoted resolution—“at last someone who could help.” The drama was heightened: all the
others failed, but Daniel would be able to help the king. Notice the style. To
his hearers the king introduced Daniel as the man named Belteshazzar and
described him as one in whom is “the spirit of the holy gods.”

4:10-12. A tree which provides shade, shelter, fruit (food), and fuel was a
common symbol in the ancient Near East for the life-sustaining power of
the earth. In Genesis 1—3, the garden God planted had all kinds of fruit
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trees and plants to provide food for the creatures and the humans (Genesis
1:29-30). These trees and plants not only provided food, they were “pleasing
to the eye” (Genesis 2:9). Here the life-giving tree symbolizes the king who
was supposed to be a mediator of God’s life, provision, and protection for
His people. (This is the theology expressed in Romans 13:1-7). The tree was
enormously full and beautiful. This tree exceeded all other trees in providing God’s blessings on creatures and people.
Perhaps the reader anticipates there is something wrong when it was
said that the tree’s “top touched the sky.”

4:13-15a. The king saw a heavenly messenger (a “watcher”) sent to cut the
tree down. This phrase “watcher from heaven” was one description in Daniel
of heavenly servants of God who do his bidding. Other words and phrases
for these God-servers were “angels” (Daniel 3:28), “holy ones” (Daniel 4:6),
and “sons of God” (Daniel 3:25). The tree was cut down, but the stump was
bound and left to live through its roots.

4:15b-16. The image of the dream shifted from a tree to a person who had
been stricken with a mental condition that resulted in acting and thinking
like an animal. This psychological condition has been labelled lycanthropy.
A particular manifestation of the condition called boanthropy describes a
person who thinks they are bovine (a cow). They live out in the open, eat
grass, and butt heads with others. This would afflict the king a full seven
times. Seven times might mean seven years, but the duration is not explicitly
said to be years.

4:17. The purpose of this judgment was clearly stated: “So that the sovereignty of God might be revealed.”

4:18. The king expressed confidence that Daniel, in contrast to all other
wise men, would be able to interpret the dream.
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Daniel’s Interpretation of the Dream (4:19-27)
4:19. Daniel was greatly disturbed by what the king had dreamed. The
dream “terrified” Daniel, just like it had Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4:5). The
king encouraged Daniel to reveal the meaning even though it was a horrific
dream.

4:20-23. “Your Majesty, you are that tree.” “Your greatness has grown until
it reaches the sky” reflected Nebuchadnezzar’s greatness and glory. At the
same time, it depicted a rebellious arrogance in which humans think they
can become gods themselves. This human tendency to pride had been associated with Babylon before. The famous story of humanity’s attempt to make
themselves into gods by constructing the Tower of Babel is set in the land of
Shinar, another name for Babylon (Genesis 11:1-9).

4:23-25. Isaiah prophesied that God would bring down the king of Babylon
who said “I will make myself like the Most High” (Isaiah 14:12-14). Nebuchadnezzar was told that God would cut him down to size and drive the king
out to live in the wild like an animal. The irony is that the king who acted
like he had no sense by getting puffed up with pride, would have his sense
of humanity taken away and become like an animal. It was a dramatic fall
(Proverbs 16:18).

4:26. The announced judgment was horrible. But, there was a glimmer of
hope. The tree was cut down, but the stump remained—a remnant of life
resided in its roots. When Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged God, “when he
came to his senses,” the king would be restored to his right mind and to his
position as king. Grace is amazing, even in the Old Testament.

4:27. Daniel tactfully advised Nebuchadnezzar to repent of his sins and perhaps the judgment would be avoided.
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The Fulfillment of the Dream (4:28-33)
4:28. The story switched from Nebuchadnezzar’s testimony being told by
himself in first person, to a narrative about him told in third person.

4:29-30. A year after the dream, the king was overlooking his great city
from the roof of his palace. From this perch, he could “look down” on his
servants. The repetition of the first person pronouns “I” and “my” in verse 30
signify the king’s pride in his personal accomplishments. He was taking all
the credit. Look back at Isaiah 14:13-14 and notice how the “king of Babylon”
did the same thing: “I” occurs five times, “my” and “myself” once each. These
kings had an “I problem.”
4:31. The voice announced heaven’s judgment on the king’s earthly pride.
4:32. The judgment would last “seven times,” until Nebuchadnezzar
acknowledged God’s sovereignty over him.

4:33. “Immediately,” connotes “at that very moment.”
Thanksgiving and Recovery (4:34-37)
These verses switch back to testimony in which Nebuchadnezzar tells in
first person what happened to him. Perhaps now that his sense had been
restored, he knew.

4:34. “I raised my eyes toward heaven” means that Nebuchadnezzar
acknowledged God’s sovereign authority over him. “And my sanity was
restored” was repeated again in verse 36. Acknowledging God’s authority
and rule was a sign that Nebuchadnezzar was in his right mind, “he had
come to his senses.” (See Romans 1:18-27; Luke 15:17.)

4:34b-35. Nebuchadnezzar had praised himself in verse 30, now that he
had come to his senses, he praised God.
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4:36. When Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged God’s rule over him, he became
even greater than he had been before.

4:37. The Confession
The testimony climaxes with Nebuchadnezzar praising, exalting, and glorifying the King of Heaven. He also testified that the King of Heaven is able
to humble those who walk in pride. Nebuchadnezzar had learned the lesson;
even if he had to learn it the hard way.

Focusing on the Meaning
Human pride is the sin of exalting ourselves into the place that ought to be
God’s alone. Conversely, humility is the virtue of acknowledging and submitting to God (Proverbs 16:18; 18:12).
Adam and Eve were not content to be the only creatures made in God’s
“image and likeness” (Genesis 1:26-28); they desired to be gods themselves—
i.e. without limited knowledge, power, and authority (Genesis 3:5-6). In
pride, they rebelled against God’s authority, and suffered judgment for it.
The story has been continuously re-enacted by Adam and Eve’s descendants.
In the movie “Hoosiers,” there is a line that illustrates the issue. In the
scene, a high school teacher is complaining to the basketball coach that the
community placed too much importance on high school basketball. She
stated that these players were “treated like gods.” The coach answered, “Most
people would love to be treated like a god, even for a moment.”
Kings, rulers, and officials of all kinds are challenged not to let the
“heady” titles and praises offered to them by others be taken too seriously.
See the tragic example of Herod Agrippa I in Acts 12:20-23.
Ministers and religious leaders face this challenge too. It has been said
often that there are three besetting sins of the ministry: money, sex, and
pride. Ministerial failures in the areas of money and sexual relationships
generate more headlines, but it is likely that pride is the greatest temptation of the three for most ministers. The example of Paul and Barnabas was
remarkable. When the citizens of Lystra witnessed God at work through
these two men, they claimed that Paul and Barnabas were gods. Paul and
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Barnabas were truly great, because they immediately told the people not to
think they were gods: “We too are only men, human like you” (Acts 14: 15).
People often want to give ministers credit for what God has done for them
through the ministers.
The greatest example for Christians was provided by the Second Adam,
Jesus Christ. We should all seek to follow His example (Philippians 2:5-11).
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Instruct class members to close their eyes. Ask them to think of their
life like a house, with different rooms corresponding to different areas
of their life. Explain that there is a work room, a family room, a recreation room, and so on. Ask, Do you give God access to all the rooms in
your house? Or are there rooms that you want to keep private with a “Keep
Out” sign on the door? Why? Ask learners to open their eyes and make
any comments related to this exercise. Say, If we truly acknowledge God’s
authority, we must allow Him not only to have access to every room in our
house, but to reign in every room.

Guide Bible Study
2. Read Daniel 4:28-30. Explain that apparently one year after Daniel’s
interpretation of the king’s dream, Nebuchadnezzar returned to being
prideful. As he walked around the roof of his palace surveying all that
he could see, he gave glory and honor to the one he thought was responsible for it all: himself! Explain that he might have been viewing the
wonderful architecture of the city or the Hanging Gardens of Babylon—
one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. Ask, Do you think most
Christians are in a place of needing to be humbled? What about you personally? Can you relate more to King Nebuchadnezzar or Daniel in this story?
3. Divide the class into small groups and assign one of these passages
from Daniel 4 to each group: (1) verses 1-9, (2) verses 10-18, (3) verses
19-27, and (4) verses 28-37. Instruct groups to read and then be prepared to give a newspaper headline describing their passage as well as
a brief synopsis highlighting the key facts of the verses. After giving
them sufficient time to prepare, call for reports. Comment that as we
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have already discussed, Nebuchadnezzar fell due to his pride; however,
he was eventually restored by God because he humbled himself.
4. Read Proverbs 16:18. Ask learners to comment on how this verse relates
to today’s lesson. While still in their same groups, challenge learners
to recall as many characters in Scripture as possible who suffered from
pride like King Nebuchadnezzar and the consequences of their attitudes. Determine which group could think of the most individuals and
which consequences were the most severe. Afterward, comment that no
matter what the situation, God can still restore the individual.
5. Ask class members to consider the following situation: You receive a call
today from a friend who confides in you that she has sinned greatly but
now regrets it and wants to know what she should do in order for God
to restore her spiritually. Invite a few students to share how they might
respond to the friend using Daniel 4:34-37 as a guide.
6. Ask a volunteer to read Daniel 4:23-25. Explain that Daniel was in a difficult spot because he had to tell Nebuchadnezzar the meaning of the
dream and that the king would have to humble himself. Say, Some of you
might be in a position to speak difficult truths to someone in power over you,
such as a boss or other leader. How might Daniel’s example of being honest
with a leader encourage you?

Encourage Application
7. Ask the fifth of the “Questions” in the Study Guide about having to be
humbled so Christ could again restore you. Ask, How was your situation
similar to King Nebuchadnezzar’s? Different than his?
8. Close by reminding class members that no matter what they have done
and how far from God they have moved, He is waiting with open arms
to restore them to fellowship with Him.
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DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Explain that the word restoration is probably not a word we use very
often. Ask, How would you define that word? Comment that the word restoration is often associated with cars; some people find it rewarding to
restore old vehicles to their former glory. That is the same thing God
does with us when we sin but desire to reconnect to Him the way we
were before the sin.
2. Ask the questions from “Blind Spots” from the Study Guide about how to
address a prideful spirit.

Guide Bible Study
3. Divide the class into several small groups. Assign one of the following
questions from Daniel 4:1-37 to each group. (A copy of these questions
is available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.baptistwaypress.org.) Instruct learners to find the answers and be prepared to
share them.
a. What was Daniel called upon to do once again? What was
different about what he was asked to do this time compared to
the previous dream?
b. What was King Nebuchadnezzar guilty of? Was he given the
opportunity to humble himself? Did he?
c. Why was Daniel afraid to give the interpretation of the dream to
King Nebuchadnezzar?
d. When God had to humble the king, were the consequences
better or worse than if he had simply humbled himself in the
beginning?
e. What did Nebuchadnezzar do for seven years?
f. Why did God allow the king to be restored to his former position?
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Answers: (a) interpret a dream; he didn’t have to describe what the dream
had been this time; (b) pride; yes; no; (c) because it was very bad news for
Nebuchadnezzar; (d) worse; (e) live like an animal; (f) because he humbled
himself.
4. Comment on and discuss the interesting information found in “The
Madness of King Nebuchadnezzar” in the Study Guide.
5. Divide the class into small groups. Ask, How is Daniel 4:1-18 and 34-37
different from Daniel 4:19-33? After a group gives the correct answer
that the perspective changes from first person to third and then back to
first in this chapter, explain that it is possibly a literary device used to
better communicate the message that Nebuchadnezzar, due to his pride,
assumed that he was in control. But at Daniel’s interpretation of the
dream, God was shown to be the true King. Later, after Nebuchadnezzar
returned to his senses and humbled himself, he realized that God alone
should receive all glory.
6. Ask, What can we learn from Daniel 4 about the consequences to people who
are caught up in power, pride, and self-sufficiency? What can we learn about
God?

Encourage Application
7. Share the last paragraph found in “Implications and Actions” in the
Study Guide. Ask learners to share their personal stories.
8. Close by allowing class members to voice prayers regarding their tendency to succumb to pride and their need for humility.
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Daniel and his three friends had “settled in” for their stay as captives of the
king of Babylon—but they consistently refused to compromise their convictions. The kingship of Babylonia had changed from Nebuchadnezzar to his
son Belshazzar, but Daniel (re-named Belteshazzar by the Babylonians) and
his friends had not changed.
As faithful Hebrews following God’s Torah (translated “law” or “instruction”), the young men served their God wherever they found themselves
(Lesson One). And God had blessed their faithfulness with God’s dramatic
and clear protection through the fire of the furnace (Lesson Four).
Even the pagan kings had to acknowledge God’s demonstrations of care
over these captives. Who really is in control here? Is the king of the empire—
Nebuchadnezzar or Belshazzar—in charge of things? Or is the sovereign
over all of creation—the Lord God of Israel—the ultimate authority over all
human history? This is the central question that weaves its way like a bright
gold thread throughout the Book of Daniel.

Interpreting the Scriptures
Belshazzar’s Display (5:1-4)
5:1. In the episode reported in this week’s text, King Belshazzar held a state
dinner—a large, showy banquet. Such special dinners included the richest foods and finest wines. The royal host typically required various flashy
after-dinner demonstrations that entertained the assembled invitation-only
guests. But such displays also recalled his power, reminding his noblemen
of the king’s far reaching dominance throughout the empire and over their
individual lives.
A very similar banquet scene is reported in the Book of Esther. However,
in that story from the Persian court, an “uncooperative” queen refused to
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become a pawn to display the king’s chauvinistic, macho power. She summarily was deposed by the angrily embarrassed king. And that rejection
created the opening for Esther to become his new queen (read Esther 1:1ff).

5:2-3. Upon the command of King Belshazzar, sacred vessels captured from
the Temple in Jerusalem were brought out to serve as wine goblets for the
merry makers.
Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonian armies entered Jerusalem as part
of regional military campaigns in 605 B.C. and 597 B.C. (Jehoiakim and then
Jehoiachin were kings—2 Kings 24) and again in 587 B.C. (Zedekiah was
king—2 Kings 25). Initially asserting their control over the area in 605 B.C.,
the Babylonians brought out several exiles including Daniel and his three
friends (Daniel 1:1-4). They also had removed from the Temple in Jerusalem
some gold and silver vessels that Solomon commissioned and dedicated for
the worship of the people in the service of the Lord (read 1 Kings 7:13ff, esp.
48-51). Therefore, the presence in Babylon of both the Jewish exiles and the
captured worship vessels represented to this pagan empire the subjugation
of God and the people of God.

5:4. As the party merriment reached a higher pitch, the revelers began to
taunt the Lord God by elevating their own “gods of gold and silver, of bronze,
iron, wood and stone.” Remember that Hosea’s unfaithful wife improperly
gave credit to the Canaanite fertility god Baal instead of to Creator God for
the fruit of the land that she had received and enjoyed (Hosea 2:5). And Paul
warned against those who “exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator” (Romans 1:25). At
this raucous state dinner in the Babylonian royal court, there was an “in your
face” attitude against the God to whom those sacred vessels really belonged.

The Hand Writes (5:5-9)
5:5-6. Then came a frightening moment for the king. Imagine that disembodied hand appearing in front of the partying crowd in the banquet room,
writing its message across the palace wall. How unanticipated and disturbing this would be!
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Belshazzar had a visceral, physical reaction to this image. He was disturbed at the deepest levels of his being and his body. He could neither
ignore nor understand what he was seeing.
When our sons were young, my wife and I diligently tried to protect
them from exposure to age-inappropriate and violent television programs
or movies. Despite our best efforts, the horrible images sometimes slipped
through our safety net. One of the boys was at a friend’s home where they
chose to watch a horror movie that pictured a severed hand moving up the
wall of a room. As I tucked him in on top bunk at bedtime the next night,
he confessed his mistake because he could not get the haunting image out
of his mind. We talked about the power of special effects, how sensitive the
memory can be, and how we must allow into our minds only those images
and thoughts that make for a happy, fulfilling future.

5:7. But Belshazzar had no idea what this vision meant for his future. So, he
demanded immediate help to understand this shocking interruption of his
wonderful, “only the best” party. Expert advisors, magicians, and cross-cultural translators were consulted about this disturbingly mysterious graffiti.
To motivate their best efforts, the king offered an incentive of rich rewards
and a high position in his kingdom—the office of “third ruler.”

5:8-9. But not one of them could offer the king even a clue about what was
happening—or what it meant for him. As the king “grew even paler” with
the unknown, everyone else down the hierarchy remained puzzled.

The Queen’s Advice (5:10-12)
The queen heard of the collective dilemma and offered a solution. “Consult
with the Hebrew wise man who revealed his considerable gifts during your
father’s kingship,” she advised. “His special abilities to discern meanings and
discover truths have a divine source. Daniel is so consistent in problem-solving that Nebuchadnezzar made him chairman over such situations.”

74 

FAITH UNDER FIRE

Daniel’s Credibility with the King (5:13-16)
King Belshazzar summoned Daniel and reviewed his considerable record of
accomplishments in the domains of mystery and wisdom. Since none of the
king’s men had gotten the job done, he offered the very same reward incentive to Daniel.

Daniel’s Interpretation (5:17-28)
5:17. Deflecting the importance of any personal reward, Daniel assured the
king that he would try to help as he had done before.
5:18-21. Citing the dark example of the king’s predecessor, Daniel asserted
that the Lord God established Nebuchadnezzar’s reign with the manifold
divine blessings of “sovereignty, grandeur, glory, and majesty.” But when he
took those blessings with mistaken pride and high-minded arrogance rather
than in humility, then God withdrew those same supports. The former king
suffered an unfortunate fate and had been reduced to sub-human existence
because of his own evil doing (Lesson Five).

5:22-24. Observing his father’s demise, Belshazzar had every opportunity
to correct his own ways of proud and spiritually blind power-mongering.
But he had not done so. Rather than learn from his father’s destructive
miss-steps, he repeated them. Like the failure of Rehoboam to learn from
Solomon’s mistaken policies, this father-son story was an unhappy one (see
1 Kings 9:15-23; 12:1-20).
Because it was so typical of his overall corruption, the episode of sacrilegious drinking from the stolen Temple vessels had sealed his fate. By giving
praise to the pagan gods of the elements rather than honoring the true God
of creation, Belshazzar brought down his own condemnation. And Daniel
explained to him that the moving hand had written his death sentence on
that wall.

5:25-28. Daniel finally revealed his reading of the significant phrase.1 In
the terms of monetary weights and measurement, the words could represent
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a series of word plays or puns. As coins of value, the terms can be understood: mene [mina, or a half dollar], tekel [shekel, or a penny], upharsin [two
half minas, or two-bits]. Daniel perceived that these values referred to the
relative worth of each of the preceding kings of Babylonia, ending in the
“half mina” of Belshazzar. Beyond the imagery of coins, the words could be
verbs, words of action suggesting the active judgment of God against the
kingdom and its king: “to number,” “to weigh,” and “to divide.” So, the wall
writing was interpreted by Daniel to mean: “Belshazzar’s kingdom has been
calculated, weighed on God’s scales, and it falls so far short that it will be
divided [peres] or split in two between the rising Medes and Persians.”

Belshazzar’s Orders and His End (5:29-30)
5:29. True to his offer of reward, the king ordered that Daniel be given the
purple shawl, gold necklace, and authoritative position of rank. But as Daniel
was continuing to rise in prominence and influence, the king was sinking
fast.

5:30. True to the pronouncement that God’s providence had written on the
palace wall, historical events led to the end of the king’s reign—and his life!
That very night “his soul was required of him” (see Luke 12:20 in its context).
Just as his empire-building father had fallen into folly and an utterly
shameful demise, so Belshazzar now collapsed under the weight of his own
self-importance and self-centeredness.

5:31. The vast and impressive Babylonian Empire was gone forever. The
empire of Media (later Medo-Persian or simply the Persian Empire) began
with Darius as it first king. We cannot be certain about the exact identity
of the “Darius” mentioned here because there are no other records. Some
believe this was another name for Cyrus the Mede (6:28), founder of the
Medo-Persian Empire, or perhaps Gobyras, one of the key generals of Cyrus.
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Focusing on the Meaning
This moment in Daniel’s life of faithfulness holds powerful instructions for
us. We should learn.
Daniel received his God-given abilities with humility, grace, and gratitude. And he deployed with courage and consistency his gift in service to
others—even to the extent of helping pagan kings whom God permitted to
rule at the time. Taking the long view of history, Daniel believed that God’s
providence was reigning above it all. And Daniel served God alone as the
King over all other kings.
King Belshazzar offers us a negative model of misplaced pride and
arrogance that results in downfall. He represents the spiritual threat that
self-centered power can hold for all of us. Power and privilege bring dangers.
What do we do with our influence? What does our power do to us?
A popular proverb reminds us, “The bigger they are, the harder they fall.”
Powerful empires—and individuals—can assert themselves with power and
force. But Daniel’s story reminds us that unless those choices coincide with
God’s expressed will, they will fall. And they will fall very hard. God’s design
is best and ultimately will prevail—despite the most powerful opposition to
it.
Our background passage for this lesson is the oracle against Tyre found
in Ezekiel 28. It is an example of numerous sermons the Hebrew prophets delivered against arrogant nations or emperors. These powers chose
to ignore the basic human principles outlined in God’s Torah instructions.
Ezekiel’s sermon addressed the prideful manipulation of a king who ruled
over a richly blessed coastal shipping center. Such prophetic “oracles against
foreign nations” are collected in Amos 1–2, Isaiah 13–23, Jeremiah 46–51,
and Ezekiel 25–32. They reminded God’s people that the God of the Sinai
Covenant is also the Creator who holds sovereignty over the entire world.
On the other hand, Daniel’s life offers us a positive model of a simple,
child-like faithfulness that receives the powerful blessing of God. Because he
was consistent to do God’s will in all circumstances, Daniel was placed in the
position to share his witness to God’s truth in a critical moment of history.
He shared with everyone—believer and non-believer alike. And so can we.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Prior to the session: Read these passages several times to get a handle
on the message Daniel is communicating to his readers. Jot down
insights that you find.
2. Make sure there are plenty of Study Guides so each person can look at
the “Introduction” of this week’s lesson.
3. Enlist someone to read aloud Daniel 5:1-9. Tell them you are going to
invite the other students to listen carefully to the reading and be able to
point out some strange and unusual things they hear from the passage.
Ask your reader to be ready to make a few comments about the passage,
as well.
4. Read carefully the commentary on these first nine verses and be
prepared to give some background for the students to have a great
understanding about what it meant for the king and his guests to treat
sacred things with carelessness and a cavalier spirit.

Guide Bible Study
5. As people arrive in your Bible Study have the class members read the
“Introduction” of this week’s lesson in the Study Guide. Invite them to
write in the margin of their books, some thoughts and feelings they had
when they started a new job or moved to a new city. Have them compare
their feelings with the feelings of a high school student who is graduating from high school and starting his/her life’s journey.
6. Invite your previously enlisted reader of Daniel 5:1-9 to read and make
some comments about the passage.
7. After the reader has read the passage and made his/her comments
about the passage, have the students call out what they found in the
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passage. You may want to jot these down on a white board or chalk
board to emphasize what they may have heard. Be prepared to add your
thoughts, as well. Some words that may be used are as follows: surprise,
fear, panic, physical appearance changing, etc.
8. After the students have finished their lists and insights, share some
spiritual and historical insights from the commentary from verses 1-9.
Invite them to respond to anything they hear that they don’t understand or they would like to make a comment. Remind them that pagans
will act like pagans, but they will not be relieved of the consequences of
their actions.
9. One personal thing you may ask your pupils to consider as they continue in their study of this passage whether or not in their own lives,
they have treated God, not as KING, but as a hobby. There should be no
finger-pointing, but awareness of this thought may help them understand, a little better, the meaning of this passage. Comment specifically
on the information on verse 4 in the Teaching Guide.
10. Divide the class into groups of 3 or 4 people and have them read Daniel
5:10-16. Ask them to look for reasons the king should be seeking after
Daniel to give directions about the handwriting on the wall. Allow them
about 10 minutes to read and discuss the passage and allow each group
to share some of their insights they have discovered.
11. Give opportunity for a few people to talk about developing a reputation
for wisdom and insight. Remind them that this comes over a period of
time and is not developed overnight. Also, stress that having wisdom
and insight must be maintained in order to be credible.

Encourage Application
12. In those same groups, shift the focus from wisdom and insight to
actions and consequences. Tell the groups their two-fold assignment
will be to identify the sinful behaviors of the King, and they will discover the consequences of this behavior. Have a person in each group
read Daniel 5:17-23 for the actions deserving punishment and then
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Daniel 5:24-31 for the consequences of those sins. Say to them, Be ready
to share your findings.
13. Close this session by referring to the Study Guide concerning the second
and third paragraphs under the heading “Inescapable Consequences.”
“Your days are numbered and over,” is a phrase each of us will face. How
will we face them: With trembling and fear or with the calm confidence
that we belong to the King of Kings who has made us secure in Him for
eternity!
14. Close in prayer.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Prior to the session: Read these passages several times to get a handle
on the message Daniel is communicating to his readers. Jot down
insights that you find.
2. Prepare a brief lecture on Daniel 5:1-9 to prepare your class for discussing the events of this section of Scripture—Daniel 5:1-31. Be sure to
include things about the king, about the party, about the use of the
sacred objects from the Jewish temple, and about the diviners from the
king’s court.
3. Divide your class into groups of 3 to 4 people and enlist spokespersons
for each group. The spokesperson will have the responsibility of guiding
the discussions of each group and then reporting to the entire group.
4. Enlist a person in the class to comment on these Sections in the Teaching
Guide: “The Queen’s Advice” (5:10-12); “Daniel’s Credibility” (5:13-16);
and “Daniel’s Interpretation” (5:17-28). You may want to do this yourself, but this would give the opportunity for another person to have
input in the lesson. Suggest these and other questions for discussions in
the same group:
a. Why was the queen aware of Daniel’s abilities and reputation?
b. Why did Daniel’s word have credibility?
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c. Were Daniel’s words harsh, just, mean, thoughtless, etc.? Why or
why not?

Guide Bible Study
5. As the class members arrive, have them look over the “Introduction” of
the lesson in the Study Guide. Ask them to be thinking about how the
thoughts recorded there might relate to their own lives.
6. After everyone is seated, invite the group to turn to the Scripture or to
the Study Guide’s recorded Scripture. Have them follow along as you read
the passage found in Daniel 5:1-9. After you have finished, briefly comment on this passage, emphasizing the thoughts included in #1 in the
section above.
7. Divide into groups of 3 or 4 and have them discuss the ideas you have
shared and they have read in Daniel 5:1-9. Ask them to compare these
thoughts to today’s world. Encourage them to think about how this
kind of thing might happen in the 21st century. Invite them to include
how they might have reacted to the handwriting on the wall: surprise,
fear, panic, helplessness, wanting answers, maybe even having their
countenance change. Ask them to be as open and honest as they feel
comfortable in discussing.
8. Say to the group, Because we live in the 21st century and may have even read
this passage many times, we are not as taken aback as the people in Daniel’s
time were, but we can imagine how they might have been feeling.
9. Have the groups discuss how they might have reacted in having religious leaders not be able to answer the questions being raised by the
king. Maybe have them mention someone they may have immediately
thought about to suggest to the king to contact for answers: Pastor,
Another Staff Person, the Director of Missions in the area, a wise
Sunday School teacher or member, etc. Probe a bit, Why would you have
suggested these people?
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10. As the teacher of the lesson, you may want to comment on the sections
in the Teaching Guide (or have the person you enlisted to do so): “The
Queen’s Advice” (5:10-12); “Daniel’s Credibility” (5:13-16); and “Daniel’s
Interpretation” (5:17-28). See the questions listed in #4 for discussion.

Encourage Application
11. Have the class read Daniel 5:22-31. Ask them to discuss the justice of
the consequences, not only of Belshazzar’s sin but those of his father,
Nebuchadnezzar’s, as well. Invite them to consider America in the 21st
century. Do you think there is any correlation between this ancient
kingdom and the culture of America today? As Jesus often said, “He
who has ears to hear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
12. Ask someone to close in prayer.

Notes
1. Check the footnote in a good study Bible. Also perhaps see W. Sibley Towner, Daniel,
“Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching” (Atlanta, GA: John
Knox Press, 1984), pp. 75-76. And also, John E. Goldingay, Daniel, “Word Biblical
Commentary,” Vol. 30 (Dallas, TX: Word Books, 1989), pp. 116-117.

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND

Daniel 6:1-28

Genesis 37:3-28

lesson

7

Living in the
Lion’s Den
MAIN IDEA

Daniel had a growing and personal
relationship with God and carried on
a conversation with Him three times
a day, and when he found himself in
a pit, God was there.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

How much do you depend on God’s
grace and yearn for His presence
and power while living in a world of
lions?
TEACHING AIM

BIBLE
TEACHING
GUIDE

To lead adults to learn that their
dependence on God should always
outweigh their dependence on the
physical resources the world offers
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
This week’s text is perhaps the most famous story in the Book of Daniel.
The reigns of the powerful Babylonian kings, Nebuchadnezzar and then his
son Belshazzar, were in the past. And now Darius the Mede wielded similar sovereign power over the fate of God’s people, including Daniel and his
friends. But despite the sequence of powerful human monarchs across the
world stage, the Lord God remained “King over all kings, and the Lord over
all lords” (see Deuteronomy 10:17; 1 Timothy 6:15; Revelation 17:14; 19:16).
Daniel believed his God was more powerful than anyone else. That very
faith in God was at the core of his being. So, Daniel remained faithful to his
God in every circumstance; and God remained faithful to Daniel to preserve
him from human threats—even in life and death situations.
Daniel’s lifetime was spent under the power of Babylonia and Persia.
But he never lost his faith under the threats of powerful unbelievers. He
became a clear example for all of God’s people to keep their faith, no matter
where they lived or what pressures they might be facing. Daniel was a model
of faithfulness and courage. So, the Book of Daniel became a “motivational
tract” for later Jews and Christians throughout history. His life stories and
visions likely encouraged the Jews when they faced intense persecution, as
during the Maccabean Revolt of 167-160 B.C.
The Babylonians had defeated Judah and utterly destroyed Jerusalem in
587 B.C., taking any survivors they could gather into Exile in Babylon. Never
again would the Jews have an anointed Davidic king over their nation. Even
after they were returned from Exile by Cyrus the Great in 538 B.C. (Ezra
1:1-4; Isaiah 45:1-7), they still remained the subjects of foreign conquerors
who imposed the next empire in their region—Babylonian, Persian, Hellenistic, Roman.
From the time the Babylonians crushed their nation in 587 B.C., until
the time the Romans scattered them worldwide in A.D. 70, the Jews adapted
their faith to live without national political autonomy. Their understanding
of the “kingdom of God” shifted its central focus from king and country
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toward God and Scripture. And then a Rabbi arrived from Nazareth who
taught that God’s rule, based upon God’s Torah instructions (Matthew
5:17ff) to love God and neighbor (Matthew 22:34-40), was the happiest way
of life available for everyone who would receive it. And God confirmed His
message by reversing His martyrdom through Resurrection power.
Seeing the faithfulness of Daniel, believers in every generation know
that “what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his
soul” (Matthew 16:24-26). Daniel’s courage to die rather than to be unfaithful continues to challenge us and to provide a clear example.

Interpreting the Scriptures
Daniel’s Stellar Record (6:1-3)
6:1-2. Darius soon organized his new empire with administrative structure (incidentally, the Persian Empire remains one of the most impressive
governments in all of human history). Because Daniel had proven himself
trustworthy and capable, Darius appointed him one of three commissioners
to whom the 120 satraps (provincial governors) reported. They would oversee the political power and stem potential abuse and corruption among the
satraps so “the king might not suffer loss.” Recall Jethro’s advice that Moses
appoint seventy elders so the burden and costs of leadership would not be
too great on one person (Exodus 18:13-27).

6:3. Daniel’s “extraordinary spirit” so impressed Darius that the king considered making him a kind of prime minister over the entire kingdom. This
would give a good man and proven leader very broad responsibility and
power.

Detractors Hatched a Plot (6:4-9)
6:4. But other commissioners and satraps balked at this idea. Maybe they
felt a real loss of authority in this more vertical, top-down flow chart—jealousy. Maybe they were self-conscious about their inferior skills compared
to Daniel—insecurity. Maybe they were suspicious of a Jewish exile leading
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their country—nationalism. They conspired to attack Daniel’s fitness to
serve but found absolutely no evidence that indicted him. Since politicians
vying for office are so adept at finding “dirt” in each other’s backgrounds,
Daniel’s clean record is especially notable.

6:5. So they plotted against Daniel on his own ground—the Law of God he
so consistently believed and followed (note a similar trap set for Jesus by
Jewish leaders in Matthew 26:57-68). They set out to catch him in the midst
of his own integrity in keeping God’s Torah instructions.

6:6-9. The cynical leaders proceeded to manipulate the ego of Darius, leading him to force Daniel into an impossible choice. Their plot put boundaries
on praying to anyone except King Darius—treating him as a god. And the
signed proclamation could not be reversed (see also the binding nature of
“the law of the Medes and the Persians” in Esther 1:19; 8:8). The conspirators
knew that Daniel would continue his prayer life, disobey the injunction of
Darius, and open himself to capital punishment at the teeth of lions.
In Genesis 37, Joseph suffered from the jealousy of his brothers who
concocted a devious plan to get rid of him. He ultimately was taken to Egypt
where God would use him to save his brothers and the future of his family.
Who could have known or imagined that the “death pit” would become an
opening for the future and a means of salvation? The children of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob were secure in the providence of God.

Daniel’s Faithfulness Produced A Crisis (6:10-13)
6:10. Without hesitation Daniel continued his faithfulness to God despite
the king’s words. His body was in Babylon in the court of the king; but his
heart was in Jerusalem because his life belonged to God. Like all the Jewish
exiles, he yearned to return to his homeland (Psalm 137:4-6). But even in a
foreign land with all of its pressures, Daniel would keep the faith.
6:11-13. The perpetrators “sprung” their trap and Daniel was caught. His
consistency, integrity, and predictability made him vulnerable to plotters of
evil. It’s easier to lay a trap for someone who walks the same path every day.

86 

FAITH UNDER FIRE

Darius Faced a Dilemma (6:14-15)
Darius actively tried to stop the plan. We can almost hear the pitiful monarch lament, “But I didn’t mean it, Daniel. This restriction doesn’t apply to
you. I know you are loyal to me—you’re the best! It’s your servanthood to
your God that makes you such a trustworthy helper to me. We both know
that is true. These guys have hoodwinked me.” But the plotters caught the
king in a trap, too, because his own words in the document were irrevocable.

Daniel Is Punished (6:16-18)
All the details for Daniel’s death sentence were in place. His fate was sealed,
literally. But the king tried to comfort Daniel with a statement of assurance
that his God would protect him.
Did Darius really believe that? Was he bearing witness to the consistency he knew in Daniel—and in Daniel’s God? Or did he just say, “the right
thing?” Either way, he tossed and turned through a long, unhappy night of
not knowing what would happen to his trusted servant.

God Proved Faithful in Crisis (6:19-22)
6:19-20. At first light, the anxious king scampered over to the lion’s pit.
“Are you okay, Daniel?” he screamed. “Did your God really come through
for you?” If Darius actually believed what he had said the day before, why
was he so disturbed? Didn’t he expect Daniel to survive? Perhaps he was
like the desperate father who finally said to Jesus, “I believe; please help my
unbelief!” (Mark 9:24). Some people we meet are teetering on the brink of
belief—maybe what God says or does through us will help them continue
their journey toward a fuller faith in God.

6:21-22. Daniel calmly replied that he was alive and well—that God indeed
had “sealed” the mouths of the threatening lions. He reported, rather matter-of-factly, God’s faithfulness to his innocence.
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Darius Confirmed the Truth (6:23-24)
6:23-24. Relieved to find that Daniel was unharmed under his God’s protection, the king commanded that the plotters receive their “just reward.”
This same scenario occurred in the Book of Esther when the evil, conspiring Haman was hanged on the same gallows he had prepared for Mordecai
(Esther 7). Such outcomes are classic Deuteronomic justice in the Old Testament where the righteous are rewarded and the wicked are punished
(Deuteronomy 28).

Darius Declared the Truth (6:25-27)
6:25-26. Renewed in his own courage, Darius issued another strong and
clear proclamation for everyone throughout his pagan kingdom. He used
his authority this time to call his subjects to acknowledge Daniel’s God as
“living” and “enduring forever” as Lord over a kingdom that never ends.

6:27. The phrase “signs and wonders” is a significant reference to the
Exodus from Egypt—God’s foundational acts to save the Hebrews from certain death. The Bible does not call those events “plagues” but rather “the
signs and wonders of Egypt,” which God performed on behalf of the Israelites (Exodus 7:2-4; Deuteronomy 4:34, 6:22, 7:19, 26:8, 29:2-3, 34:10-12;
Nehemiah 9:9-10; Psalm 135:8-9; Jeremiah 32:20-21). The God of Moses is
the God of Daniel whose work continues to protect God’s people from harm.
Notice that the binding phrase invoking “the law of the Medes and the Persians” is missing from this royal statement. Ironically, these words carry
their own permanence in their truth about God and His kingdom. So, there is
no need to add an irreversible provision that depends merely upon a human
king. Furthermore, such faithfulness to God never can be required—it must
be willingly given by a very personal and individual faith.
Daniel Received the Blessing (6:28)
Daniel is blessed by God-given success beyond the end of the Babylonian
Empire and into the Persian Empire. Today, the world’s great empires
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appearing in the Bible are buried as ruins in the dusts of time. The most
those ancient empires can claim are some pages in the history books and
some artifacts in museums. But the kingdom of the God whom Daniel served
continues to this day—and stretches toward eternity.

Focusing on the Meaning
Consistency was Daniel’s cardinal attribute. His faithfulness to God was
non-negotiable—and everyone around him knew it. Both friend and foe
knew “what made Daniel tick.” His reputation for faithfulness to God was
universally understood.
On the other hand, Daniel’s “predictable” faith left him exposed to evil
ones who might take advantage of his characteristic integrity. Cynics and
charlatans may seek to victimize the good people of God, but God will stand
with them in their faithfulness.
Jesus said, in so many words, “I have not said or done these things in
secret. I have been quite open about my message. I have not allowed personal
comfort or political considerations to alter or distort what I have to say. What
you see is what you get. I’m not a hypocrite about the things of God—I insist
on following God’s clear Torah faithfully, wherever it may lead me . . . beyond
a long-accepted tradition . . . even to a cross.” And because Jesus was faithful
to God, all the way to that dark Friday afternoon, then God was faithful to
Jesus on that bright Sunday morning (see Philippians 2:8-9).
Paul assured the Galatians that his motives were pure, and his method
of Gospel-telling was clear (see 1:6-9, 10-17; 2:1-10, 11-21). Similarly, some
in Corinth were undercutting Paul and his message, but he kept the faith
despite his deep frustrations (1 Corinthians 4:1-5; 9:15-18; 2 Corinthians
4:1-2, 7:2-4; 10:1-6; 11:12-15).
We may be tempted at times to “shave” the truth and twist our witness for the sake of personal comfort, gain, reputation, or survival. Friends
and foes may lean on us somehow to change our testimony and our calling.
Daniel reminds us that such compromise is a lack of faith in God.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Read these passages several times to get a clear understanding of the
message Daniel is communicating to his readers. Jot down insights that
you find. Pray this week for each member of your class and each person
who is a potential member.
2. Because of our upbringing in Sunday School and Vacation Bible School
we somewhat know the story of Daniel. If you have not grown up in
the church, enlist a person that you know has grown up in the church
to tell the story of Daniel and the lion’s den, as they remember it. If
you did grow up in the church, plan to tell the story of Daniel in the
lions’ den. Most people will get the basic facts about the story that
has been told to us, our children, and grandchildren for many years.
		 Be prepared to add to the nuances from your Teaching Guide and/or
the online Premium Commentary to the story. You will find those in the
Teaching Guide Commentary. One reason I ask you to do this is that you
and I actually live in the “lion’s den” every day of our lives if we are seeking to be faithful to God’s call in our lives. We tend to tell this story like it
was a one-time event that happened to a brave man (and that is true), but
in actuality, we experience God’s deliverance every day. (You may want to
do this part of your preparation for the Discussion Plan, as well.)
3. On a whiteboard, chalkboard, or white poster board, prepare an acrostic. Write FAITHFUL, down the left side. This will be used in the very
first activity of the study.
4. Be ready to explain the various reasons why the other governors
(Satraps) might have wanted to get rid of Daniel. (See the section entitled, “Detractors Hatched a Plot.”)
5. Be ready to discuss the “reward” that Daniel received for his faithfulness.

90 

FAITH UNDER FIRE

Guide Bible Study
6. As students arrive, have them think of words that begin with the letters
in “FAITHFUL.” Several words may be used to describe faithfulness,
using as the first letter, the letters in the word, FAITHFUL, i.e., F-Friend
of God; A-Adoration of God; I-Insightful; T-Truthful; H-Holding Fast;
F-Faith; U-Unswerving; L-Loving God. Let the group think of as many
words as possible that describe being faithful to God. Add any that you
think of, as well.
7. Say, Our study today is a familiar story about Daniel. He was FAITHFUL.
Quickly tell the story of Daniel how you remember it from childhood
or have the enlisted person share the story. Indicate that the story is
usually told with Daniel being the hero and being rewarded for his
faithfulness. Emphasize that THIS IS TRUE. However, if we leave it like
that, we may miss some of the real insights in the story. For example,
this account is not just about Daniel; it is about us. We actually live in
a Lion’s Den every time we seek to be faithful to our call as Christians.
The Person, then, who is the Hero of Daniel’s and our stories is not you
or I; it is God, who takes care of us and is the Hero of all our stories.
8. Have the class read the entire account of Daniel’s experience with the
lions in Daniel 6:1-28. Ask the students to see if they can discover
other subtle nuances that are insights into this account. Point out that
“Prayer” is one of the things they need to remember when discussing
Daniel. Daniel remained faithful in prayer to the Lord, just as he had
always done.
9. Divide the class in groups of 3 or 4 people (one person can be a group if
you have very few in your class), invite the groups to read Daniel 6:4-9.
Ask them to “see” reasons why these “governors” may have wanted
Daniel not to succeed in his work. Allow them to report to the rest of
the class.
10. Have the people in the same groups describe the account of Daniel after
he had been told that he could only worship Darius. You may want to
write this on the board for emphasis: 1) Daniel continued his faithful prayers to God; 2) the Satraps caught Daniel in his “disobedience”;

Lesson 7: Living in the Lion’s Den

91

3) Darius, the King, had to follow through on his law; 4) Daniel was
thrown into the den of lions; 4) Darius spent a sleepless night; 5) Darius
ran to the lion’s den to see if Daniel’s God had saved him; 6) God did;
7) Darius threw the Satraps into the lion’s den; 8) Daniel received the
blessing from God and Darius.

Encourage Application
11. Read Daniel 6:19-24 to the entire group and ask them to listen for times
when God proved faithful to Daniel, Daniel’s response to Darius questioning whether God had saved him, and the “reward” the governors
received for their deception of Darius. Ask, How has God proven faithful
to you when “you were in the lion’s den of life?” Allow for some responses.
12. Invite someone to read Daniel 6:28. Ask the question of the entire class,
What is the state of the Babylonian and Persian Empires today and what is
the state of the Kingdom of God today? Answer: the former lie in ruins; the
Kingdom of God is alive and thriving all over the world.
13. Ask someone to close in prayer.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Read these passages several times to get a clear understanding of the
message Daniel is communicating to his readers. Jot down insights that
you find. Pray this week for each member of your class and each person
who is a potential member.
2. Because of our upbringing in Sunday School and Vacation Bible
School we somewhat know the story of Daniel. If you have not grown
up in the church, enlist a person that you know has grown up in the
church to tell the story of Daniel and the lion’s den, as they remember it. If you did grow up in the church, plan to tell the story of Daniel
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yourself. Most people will get the basic facts about the story that has
been told to us, to our children, and to grandchildren for many years.
		 Be prepared to add to the nuances from your Teaching Guide and/or
the online Premium Commentary to the story. You will find those in the
Teaching Guide Commentary. One reason I ask you to do this is that you
and I actually live in the “lion’s den” every day of our lives if we are seeking to be faithful to God’s call in our lives. We tend to tell this story like
it was a one-time event that happened to a brave man (and that is true),
but in actuality, we experience God’s deliverance every day. (You may
want to do this part of your preparation for the Discovery Plan, as well.)

Guide Bible Study
3. As students begin to come into the classroom, tell them that today we
will be discussing a very familiar story in the Bible, but we may look at
some issues and insights that are not normally discussed, to see how
they may apply to our lives.
4. Open the session with prayer.
5. Tell the basic story of Daniel and his lion’s den experience. In the process, be sure to highlight the fact that Daniel was faithful to pray; he
was faithful to carry out his commitment to God’s way of life; God was
faithful to Daniel; Daniel was spared a gruesome death; and King Darius
acknowledged that the Lord God was the one who had saved Daniel
from being eaten by the lions. Clarify the various parts of the story so
the class may be aware of the different nuances we seldom discuss.
6. After reading Daniel 6:1-9 together, in groups of 3 or 4 (or even 2) discuss why Daniel may have had such a good reputation that even the
queen remembered him, even though her husband didn’t seem to do so.
(Daniel had interpreted dreams before; he had provided leadership in
a foreign country; he had remained healthy though others around him
may not have been as healthy as he, because he had asked for a different
diet, etc.).
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Encourage Application
7. Have students peruse Daniel 6:10-13 concerning Daniel’s prayer life.
Invite them to share in their groups how the Lord may have answered
their prayers when they were faithful to meet God on a regular basis.
Ask if anyone had been made fun of or even persecuted for their commitment to spend time with the Lord. This could be a rich time of
sharing. Allow people to ask each other questions about their experiences. Take a moment of personal privilege as the teacher/guide to share
some intimate moments you have had with the Lord.
8. Use the closure of your time to have the class reflect on Daniel 6:24-28.
Have students discuss the meaning of humility and mercy, as well as
judgment for doing wrong. Daniel escaped the mouth of the lions but he
still experienced persecution. There doesn’t appear to be any arrogance
or haughtiness in his mind or heart because he survived the governors’
plot to have him killed. Discuss these ideas and how they may impact
our daily relationships with co-workers or family members who do not
support our stance for the Lord.
9. End the session with a word of prayer, thanking God for this familiar
story that has so much more to it than Daniel being the hero.

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND

Daniel 7:1-28

Revelation 13:1-18

lesson

8

Back to the
Future
MAIN IDEA

This passage shows the numerous
prophecies already fulfilled in
history and gives believers a
wonderful role model in the person
of Daniel, who lived a pure life of
faithfulness, devotion, and prayer.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

How can you use the fascination
with the end times to witness to
unbelievers?
TEACHING AIM

To challenge adults to realize
judgment is coming, and they will be
judged in Jesus or be judged by Jesus
BIBLE
TEACHING
GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
The next two lessons are about Daniel’s puzzling visions of God’s kingdom
in its triumph over human history—particularly over horribly evil empires.
Not every detail of the visions is clear, but we are given the powerful overall
conclusion that God’s ways will win in the end.
Think of these visions as a complex series of detailed images, one after
the other. Imagine a giant screen on which Daniel can “see” God’s overarching work in history and in creation being played out before us. We will not
catch every detail, but the key point is quite clear—yes, the evil forces of a
pagan empire are threatening, but God eventually will defeat and condemn
them.
These visions are “apocalyptic” (translated “revelation”) literature.
In the Old Testament, examples of apocalyptic writing or themes include
Daniel 7—12, Ezekiel 40—48, Zechariah 9—14, and Zephaniah. In the New
Testament, the Book of Revelation presents apocalyptic visions—and the
discourses of Jesus in Mark 13 and Matthew 24—25 carry an apocalyptic
perspective.
Dreams and visions were often the vehicle for such apocalyptic messages
in ancient Judaism. Symbolic images, especially animal allegories, were quite
common (today the eagle=USA and the bear=Russia). The enemies of the
Jews—in the form of the evil empires that controlled their lives—did not
know what all of the symbols meant. So, these visions could impart truth
to the true believers without exposing them to harm from their opponents.
Apocalyptic passages are puzzling in their complexity, but they carry one
clear message. Even if your lives as faithful ones are difficult, and may get
worse, the ultimate victory is yours through God’s work for good—so do not
give up your faith. Stay on the side of God because evil is going to lose. God’s
kingdom ultimately will be victorious over all other kingdoms.
Prophecy and apocalyptic are two different literary types or genres in
the Bible. But, they are often confused and even conflated. As prophetic
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oracles (sermons) gave way to apocalyptic visions, the frequency of visions
like Daniel 7—8 increased.
After Judah was defeated in 587 B.C., the Jews remained under the
domination of one pagan empire after another. God’s people often experienced strong religious persecution, which produced for them a theological
crisis of faith because God’s kingdom appeared to be losing to pagan powers.
Babylonians, Medes, Persians, and Hellenistic conquerors made life very difficult for faithful Jews. And each of those frightening kingdoms made an
appearance in the animal images of Daniel’s vision.
The stories of Daniel’s faithfulness in Daniel 1—6 proved that evil and
threatening pagan forces can be met and “defeated” by courageous and
consistent child-like faith. The rest of the book makes the same point by
assuring the persecuted faithful that God ultimately will defeat evil.
Daniel 7 is a key to the message of the book. The chapter is structured
in two parts—3 “panels” of visions and then 3 “panels” of interpretation of
those visions. Remembering that overall outline will keep us from getting
confused by all the details along the way through this vision.

Interpreting the Scriptures
A Dream and a Vision of Four Beasts (7:1-8)
7:1-3. Daniel had a dream not long after Belshazzar began his reign as Babylonian emperor. The dream contained a graphic vision of beastly animals
who ultimately are defeated. The first “panel” of the six that Daniel “saw”
depicted four animals.
His night vision began with strong winds from all four directions of the
compass (north, south, east, west) disturbing the waters of the sea. Then,
arising from the sea itself was a succession of beasts that look “like” common
animals—only different.1

7:4. The first beast was very much like a lion, but it had wings like an eagle.
Large stone statues of a winged lion often were displayed by rulers in the
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Babylonian Empire, usually at city gateways or palace door entrances, to
communicate the king’s power over the realm (see Jeremiah 50:44).

7:5. The second beast resembled a hungry bear, voracious to eat up its prey,
just like the Medes who built an empire by consuming the vast richness of
the Babylonians (see the apocalyptic vision against Babylon in Isaiah 13:1722; also Isaiah 21:1-10).

7:6. The third beast was a 4-headed, 4-winged leopard or panther, which
may suggest the vast extension (multiple heads or fronts) of the Persian
Empire and the swift movement (wings) of her armies of conquest.
7:7-8. The fourth beast was even more overpowering than the others—
with its large iron teeth and powerful crushing feet (recall Lesson Two with
the fourth kingdom of iron in Daniel 2:40). Alexander the Great, coming out
of Macedonia in Greece, built the Hellenistic Empire that totally dominated
the Mediterranean world and its cultures all the way to modern India.
Horns in such visions depicted leaders or kings, so the ten horns indicated the line of successive rulers who followed Alexander’s death, beginning
with his military general Seleucus I Nicator. Seleucus received the eastern
provinces of Alexander’s empire covering Babylonia, including Syria and
Judea where the Jews lived.
One of the successors in the Seleucid lineage who was especially horrible
against the Jews and their faith was Antiochus IV Epiphanes. He slaughtered many Jews and suppressed their religion (read the Jewish account in
1 Maccabees 1). His grievous action to set up a statue of Zeus and sacrifice
a pig on the altar of the Second Temple in Jerusalem (called “the abomination of desolation”) triggered the Maccabean Revolt by the Jews against this
blasphemously pagan overlord.
The “little horn”—that displaced the three earlier horns, possessed
human eyes, and spoke so arrogantly—can be identified with Antiochus IV
Epiphanes. Daniel saw the long succession of evil empires culminate in this
arrogant little ruler who had such great impact on Jewish life.
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A Vision of Eternal God Reigning Over
All Other Powers (7:9-12)
The second “panel” of the six Daniel “saw” depicted his vision of God upon a
judgment throne.2
Daniel’s “throne vision” paralleled closely the experience of Ezekiel in
Babylonian Exile (Ezekiel 1). Looking up the road toward his beloved Jerusalem, the displaced priest yearned to be back home in his service before God
at the Temple. That was the house where God dwelled—certainly not here
in pagan Babylon. But God’s bright revelation in a lightning storm taught
Ezekiel that the sovereign God of creation rules from God’s throne over all
creatures (man, lion, ox, eagle) and across all four points of the compass
throughout the earth (the “throne chariot” or wagon had 4 wheels with eyes
to go in any direction instantaneously). God is anywhere God’s people are—
they are never abandoned by God, isolated and alone.

7:9. The “Ancient of Days” (i.e., God of Eternity or Everlasting God) is like an
old white-haired king, enthroned and draped with a pure white robe, giving
wise and true judgments to His realm. His words are like fire that consumes
evil and wrongdoing (see Psalms 50 and 97:1-5).

7:10. A river of fire judges everything in its path. Many attendants (angels)
nearby (Deuteronomy 33:2; also, Hebrew 12:18-22) prepare for the opening
of the book that records the evils to be punished (Isaiah 65:6-7). And judgment comes.

7:11-12. The pagan and often horrible dominion of the four beasts/empires
is ended by God’s own sovereign action. Though interpreters may differ
over which specific historical empires are symbolized by the four beasts and
the ten horns, the thrust of that visual imagery is clear—God’s kingdom of
righteousness will judge and ultimately rule over all evil, temporal human
empires.
God did not give Daniel a clearly specific history lesson. God gave an
almost overwhelming vision of the eternal cosmic victory of the Lord (King)
God over all mortal pretenders to power in God’s creation. This is not a
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scorecard for disastrous human events but a visual sermon on God’s overarching triumph of good.

A Vision of the Son of Man (7:13-14)
The third “panel” of the six Daniel “saw” depicted the righteous one(s) who
rule with God.3

7:13. The powerfully threatening beasts were gone from the earth. In their
place, coming with the clouds of supernatural glory, a human-like being
“came up” to God and took his place alongside the throne.		

7:14. The Jews were God’s chosen agents for spreading righteousness in
the world. Their anointed king was God’s own agent for keeping the Sinai
Covenant and following God’s Torah instructions. Both king and people (see
mention of “saints” or “holy ones” in 7:18), in their faithfulness, could bring
God’s dominion on earth against evil forces (Psalm 80:1-3). Because the
king was a “corporate personality” or “stand in” for the people themselves
(recall Uncle Sam), so eventually a messiah (“anointed”) individual became
the singular channel for God’s work in the world. In His saving work of righteousness for the world, His dominion is forever.

Daniel Sought Interpretation of the Dramatic Visions (7:15-18)
The fourth “panel” of the six Daniel “saw” depicted his need for understanding.

7:15. The phrase “I kept looking” recurred throughout the visions (verses 2,
4, 6, 7, 9, 11, 13)—Daniel “could not take his eyes off” the images appearing
before him. But now their powerful cumulative impact is distress and alarm.
He needs an explanation!

7:16. Daniel sought and received help from one of the attending angels.
7:17-18. In short summary, the visions depicted four evil kings who are
removed so “the saints of the Highest One” may rule over the earth forever
in the kingdom of God.
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Further Description of the Fourth Beast (7:19-22)
The fifth “panel” of the six Daniel “saw” explained the fourth beast in more
detail.
Daniel learned that this biting, stomping beast became utterly destructive. The little horn that emerged amidst the ten horns became larger and
more powerful. That arrogantly dominating horn “waged war with the
saints/holy ones and overpowered them” (remember the information about
Antiochus Epiphanes given above). Things looked very bad for the people of
God, the Jews.

The Eventual End of the Fourth Beast (7:23-27)
The sixth “panel” of the six Daniel “saw” described the fate of the fourth
beast.

7:23-25. This horn arising from the fourth beast represented a destructive
emperor that was bent on world domination.
This king will make proclamations against and seek to “wear down” the
faithful people of God. He will change the calendar of their sacred seasons
and repeal the Torah laws they follow. He will attempt to steam-roll his way
across history. And he may succeed for a short time.

7:26-27. But he will not prevail. The court of God will judge and condemn
him. The reign of the righteous ones will take over all the power once wielded
by human conquerors. God’s kingdom finally will come on earth as it is in
Heaven.
The Sobering Impact of the Vision (7:28)
Daniel was left disturbed by what he had seen. The revelation of such a dramatic conflict left his face drained of color while his mind and heart were
full of turmoil. Still trying to process all that he had seen, Daniel “kept these
things in his heart” (see Luke 2:18-19, 50-51).

Lesson 8: Back to the Future

101

Focusing on the Meaning
When Daniel received God’s vision of the sweep of history, he was left
stunned by the gravity of it all. But amidst the strange and puzzling details
of those startling images, one thing came through very clearly. God will win!
Therefore, stay true to your God. Don’t “cave in” and give up. Don’t compromise your faith due to fear or intimidation from the seemingly more
powerful forces against you. God made all of creation and God is the most
powerful force in the universe. Stick with God if you want a secure future, no
matter how insecure your present circumstances may be.
The Jewish people faced pressure from the conquerors who ruled over
them to give up on their faith in God. Daniel’s life stories in the pagan courts
of Babylonia and Persia provide good examples of strong faithfulness (chapters 1—6). Daniel’s visions confirm his personal story with the cosmic work
of God beyond history. Throughout this book, we can find encouragement
for our own faith struggles when we are tempted to compromise or give up
our faith.
Stay on the winning side, even when you feel like you are losing. Don’t
fear other forces, even death, because the worst thing is unfaithfulness to
God. The most important thing for you is not survival in the hands of evil; it
is faithfulness to the good even if you die (see Esther 4:16).
Jesus reassured his first followers: “These things I have spoken to you,
so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take
courage; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).
“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. . .
I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may
be also (John 14:1, 3).
Take the long view of God’s work in the world; don’t let the immediate
crisis wear you down. God wins in the end.
So, pray like this: “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10).
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Prior to the session: Read these passages several times to get a handle
on the message Daniel is communicating to his readers. Jot down
insights that you find. Seek to pray for every class member and potential class member this week. Consider making contact with each person
by call, email, text, or Facebook message.
2. Write on the white board, chalk board, or large poster board these
words: “If you don’t see it before you see it, you will never see it.” I heard
Bill Taylor, long-time Christian educator, quote this. I do not know if
it is his quote or someone else’s. I’ve seen it in print several times, but
nowhere did I find the originator of the statement.
3. Prepare a lecture on Daniel 7:1-28. From the Teaching Guide and/or the
online Premium Commentary, glean information you think will be helpful
to your class. Try not to over analyze the material. Some of this we will
break down throughout the rest of the lesson, but in an hour, it will be
somewhat difficult to “cover” all the material here. Refer interested class
members to the sources of the writer’s material: Norman Porteous and W.
Sibley Towner. (You’ll find the actual book titles at the end of this lesson.
These men are scholars in the Old Testament.) Focus on the clear message
of the passage that will be helpful the listeners in your class.
Important Messages to Us
a. In verse 9 is a picture of the Lord God, called the “Ancient of
Days.” There is strong evidence that this is God on His judgment
throne. The implication is that He alone is in charge!
b. Very important point in the Teaching Guide: “God did not give
Daniel a clearly specific history lesson. God gave an almost
overwhelming vision of the eternal cosmic victory of the Lord
(King) God over all mortal pretenders to power in God’s creation.
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This is not a scorecard for disastrous human events but a visual
sermon of God’s overarching triumph of good.”
c. Even Daniel did not have a clear understanding of the visions as
he saw them; he needed help.
d. In Daniel 7:25, it appears that evil has overcome God’s people,
but verses 26-27 indicate that God is the ultimate conqueror over
evil.
e. Daniel was overwhelmed by the magnitude of this vision, and
like Mary, Jesus’ mother, he kept those things in his heart.

Guide Bible Study
4. As the students arrive ask each of them to consider the statement on the
board: “If you don’t see it before you see it, you will never see it.” After
a few minutes allow for response to the statement. Don’t be alarmed if
there is silence from the members of your class; this statement could
be confusing for some people. Tell them that today we will discover a
little bit about prophecy in the Old Testament. Assure them we will not
be able to completely plumb the depths of this prophecy because it is so
complicated, but we will delve into some of the important principles of
Old Testament prophecy.
5. The reason for this statement is to help us begin to have a better understanding about visions and prophecy. If we are able to see and understand
that ultimately God will be the ruler of all the universe, then we can
better understand the various pictures of the process through which we
are going in order to get there. This is particularly true of this passage,
but also of the many passages in John’s Revelation in the New Testament.
		 One other important thought for the 21st century: There are many
Muslims who are coming to faith in Christ through visions and dreams.
This is being observed by many who know of the closed countries where
Muslims live, but Christians are not allowed to enter. God is using this
Old Testament method to communicate His message to our Muslim
friends all over the world. This example of God’s power should give us
even greater resolve to share the message of Christ with Muslims and
other unbelievers.
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6. Share the lecture you have prepared, so the students may begin to have
some understanding of the important principles (See information above
and the Biblical Commentary in the Teaching Guide. Encourage students
to ask questions but assure them that sometimes you will just not know
the answers to their inquiries.

Encourage Application
7. Divide the class into 3 groups. Make sure there is at least one Study
Guide for each group; more would be better, if possible. Here are the
assignments for each group. (A copy of this assignment is available in
“Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.baptistwaypress.org).
a. First Group
• Read Daniel 7:1-8.
• Read over the material about that passage in the Study Guide.
• Identify things with which you are familiar.
• Identify things you did not know before today.
• What can you do with this information in your personal setting
(home, work, leisure, etc.)?
b. Second Group
• Read Daniel 7:9-14.
• Read over the material about that passage in the Study Guide.
• Identify things with which you are familiar.
• Identify things you did not know before today.
• What can you do with this information in your personal setting
(home, work, leisure, etc.)?
c. Third Group
• Read Daniel 7:15-28.
• Read over the material about that passage in the Study Guide.
• Identify things with which you are familiar.
• Identify things you did not know before today.
• What can you do with this information in your personal setting
(home, work, leisure, etc.)?
Give a few minutes for each group to give a report on their discoveries.
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8. Ask the class to consider these questions: What do I need to do to make
sure I am not silent about God’s victory over evil? What urges to stay
silent have I already experienced, and how will I speak instead of giving
in to silence? Allow for responses.
9. Close in prayer.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Read these passages several times to get a handle on the message Daniel
is communicating to his readers. Jot down insights that you find.
Seek to pray for every class member and potential class member this
week. Consider making contact with each person by call, email, text, or
Facebook message.
2. Make copies for each class member of the Sidebar about the “Son of
Man” from the Study Guide. On the back side of this paper, type these
questions to be answered by the various groups in your class: (A copy of
this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study
at www.baptistwaypress.org).
a. How do I currently handle chaotic situations that arise in
everyday life?
b. When it comes to God on His Judgment Seat, does the imagery
in this passage inspire me in how I should worship God?
c. What do I need to do to make sure I am not silent about God’s
victory over evil? What urges to stay silent have I already
experienced, and how will I speak instead of giving in to silence?
3. Prepare a lecture on Daniel 7:1-28. From the Teaching Guide and/or the
online Premium Commentary, glean information you think will be helpful to your class. Try not to over analyze the material. Some of this we
will break down throughout the rest of the lesson, but in an hour, it will
be somewhat difficult to “cover” all the material here. Refer interested
class members to the sources of the writer’s material: Norman Porteous
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and W. Sibley Towner. (You’ll find the actual book titles at the end of
this lesson. These men are scholars in the Old Testament.) Focus on the
clear message of the passage that will be helpful to the listeners in your
class.
Important Messages to Us
a. In verse 9 is a picture of the Lord God, called the “Ancient of
Days.” There is strong evidence that this is God on His judgment
throne. The implication is that He alone is in charge!
b. Very important point in the Teaching Guide: “God did not give
Daniel a clearly specific history lesson. God gave an almost
overwhelming vision of the eternal cosmic victory of the Lord
(King) God over all mortal pretenders to power in God’s creation.
This is not a scorecard for disastrous human events but a visual
sermon of God’s overarching triumph of good.”
c. Even Daniel did not have a clear understanding of the visions as
he saw them; he needed help.
d. In Daniel 7:25, it appears that evil has overcome God’s people,
but verses 26-27 indicate that God is the ultimate conqueror over
evil.
e. Daniel was overwhelmed by the magnitude of this vision, and
like Mary, Jesus’ mother, he kept those things in his heart.

Guide Bible Study
4. Tell the class as they arrive that we will be discussing Old Testament
prophecy and visions today based on Daniel 7.
5. Give out the Handouts with “Son of Man” on one side and the questions
on the other side.
6. Open with a word of prayer.
7. Share the lecture you have prepared, so the students may begin to have
some understanding of the important principles (See information above
and the Biblical Commentary in the Teaching Guide.) Encourage students
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to ask questions but assure them that sometimes you will just not know
the answers to their inquiries.
8. Allow for discussion and questions.

Encourage Application
9. Divide the class into three groups. Give them a moment to discuss the
“Son of Man” article. Allow each group time to give a report of what
they were thinking. Compare these ideas to the fact that Jesus’ favorite
title for Himself was “Son of Man.”
10. For the next several minutes ask each group to discuss the questions
on the back of the sheet. Have them base their discussion on what they
have heard today. Ask if there is any confusion about what was said.
Again, refer them to the sources of the writer of the lesson for additional information.
11. In closing, remind each person that the real message of today is that in
the end God is in control and we can rest assured He will accomplish
what He has planned to do.
12. Ask someone to close in prayer.
Notes
1. The following explanations follow Norman W. Porteous, Daniel, “The Old Testament
Library” (Philadelphia, PA: Westminster Press, 1965), pp. 105-107. Also, very helpful
is W. Sibley Towner, Daniel, “Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and
Preaching” (Atlanta, GA: John Knox Press, 1984), pp. 93-96.
2. Porteous, pp. 107-109.
3. Porteous, pp. 110-112.
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Daniel continued to receive visionary revelation from God. Even though
he did not always understand the specific details of what he envisioned, he
continued to receive insights from God. And he sought help for interpreting what God was communicating to him. We now possess the record of his
vision as God’s timeless truth revealed to us for our times.
As with the vision in Daniel 7 (Lesson Eight), this week’s lesson from
Daniel 8 involves animal imagery as it was typically used and understood
in the ancient world of the Old Testament Jews. This is another apocalyptic vision that sketched for Daniel and his contemporaries the darkness of
human affairs as certain events unfolded “many days in the future” (8:26).
But the truth is that the stubborn, devious king who will arise cannot continue his evil work forever—eventually “he will be broken” (8:25). Once
again, the thrust is that God will be victorious over the terribly destructive
schemes of human powers.
Though not in a dream this time, several successive “screens” or
sequenced scenes appeared to Daniel as the vehicle for him to receive God’s
message (8:3-14). And once again he seeks and receives interpretation of
those images from an angelic messenger (8:15-27).

Interpreting the Scriptures
A Vision of a Two-Horned Ram (8:1-4)
8:1. This second vision (following the vision in Daniel 7) came to him “in
the third year” of Belshazzar’s reign. 		

110 

FAITH UNDER FIRE

8:2. The setting for this vision was Susa, the capital of Persia (an empire that
was yet to come following the Babylonian Empire of Belshazzar, the king of
Daniel’s time). Since the vision itself involved Persia directly, its capital city
represented a relevant venue. Compare this experience with Ezekiel who was
transported, in a vision, from Babylon to the Temple mount in Jerusalem
(Ezekiel 40:1-4).
The Ulai River fed the Persian capital much like the Chebar canal from
the Euphrates River system fed Babylon where Daniel and the other exiles
(Ezekiel 1:1) from Judah lived.

8:3-4. Next to the river stood a ram with two horns—like most male sheep
will display. But the horns of this ram were different, not symmetrical. One
was longer than the other.
Exerting his power in various directions, the ram was given plenty of
room to “strut his stuff.” No other animals tried to challenge or confront
him. He dominated his space and put himself forward aggressively.

A Vision of a Goat With One Horn (8:5-8)
8:5. As the two-horned ram stood his ground, a male goat arrived at the riverside from the west without even touching the earth. The goat’s distinctive
feature was a single horn located between his eyes.

8:6-7. The enraged goat attacked the ram with full force and shattered both
of his horns. The defenseless ram was knocked to the ground where the
goat’s hooves, without any restraint, trampled him mercilessly.

8:8. Now proud of his conquest, the arrogant goat exulted in his victory
over the ram. But even as he celebrated, four horns arose from the very place
where the one large horn was broken. The four horns pointed in the four
directions of the compass.
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The Vision of the Little Horn That Dominated (8:9-10)
8:9. A little horn emerged from among those four horns and grew significantly in three directions—toward the south, east, and “the Beautiful Land.”
Jews thought of Jerusalem as the center of the world, and their homeland
of Judah was a cherished place of ultimate value and beauty for them (see
Ezekiel 20:6, 15; Jeremiah 3:19; Malachi 3:12).

8:10. This powerfully expanding horn reached as high as the canopy of
the heavens over the earth, lofty enough that it dislodged some of the stars
from the firmament (see the similar description of the behavior of the king
of Babylon in Isaiah 14:12-15). In Daniel 11:36, a king appeared who “will
exalt and magnify himself above every god and will speak monstrous things
against the God of gods” (see Lesson Thirteen).
Star worship—astrology—was widely practiced in the pagan world
and particular gods or heavenly beings (guardian angels, perhaps?) were
associated with certain stars or constellations whose heavenly movement
controlled nations and events on earth (see Moses’ warning against such
idolatry in Deuteronomy 4:19). Metaphorically, God employed his own
“council” (Hebrew word is sodh) of beings to serve Him in Heaven (“sons
of God” in Deuteronomy 32:8; Job 1:6; 2:1)—not that God really needs any
help to rule God’s universe. The council of God, a metaphor used frequently
throughout the Old Testament, was drawn from the throne rooms of earthly
monarchs. It gave the Jews a picture of God’s total, sovereign rule over space
and time. As we have seen, that is a key theme in the Book of Daniel.

A Challenge to the Commander (8:11-14)
8:11. The horn continued to elevate his own power. He directly challenged
“the Commander of the host” of Heaven—God, who from His heavenly
throne is in charge of the whole earth. Among the Jews and their worship
practices, the horn disrupted the system of sacrificial offerings and the
Temple sanctuary itself.
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8:12. The disturbance of regular practice was complete when some Jews
were complicit in the evil the horn perpetrated. They were guilty of “transgression” as they participated in the processes of compromise and defilement.

8:13. Daniel saw and heard two angels grieving over the duration of these
horrible conditions brought about by the horn. Their agonizing question—
“How long?”—is a common Old Testament lament (see Psalm 6:3; 13:1-2;
74:10; 82:2; 94:3; Isaiah 6:11; Habakkuk 1:2).

8:14. The length of time given until the Temple disruption by the horn
comes to an end is “2300 evenings and mornings.” That may be the number
of days. Or it may be half that many days, 1150, since sacrifices were offered
twice a day—in the evening and in the morning.1

An Angel Interpreted the Vision (8:15-19)
As in the earlier vision in Daniel 7, this disturbing vision needed an interpretation. The angel Gabriel (this agent from God’s heavenly court has a
name—the first time it is used in the Bible) was instructed to explain to
Daniel what the vision meant (note Luke 1:19, 26 in their full contexts).2
Daniel bowed low to the ground but was set back on his feet (see Ezekiel 1:28—2:2). Then he was told this vision related to “the final period of
the indignation, for it pertains to the appointed time of the end.” Gabriel’s phrase referred to a specific period of Jewish history when a particular
human empire will be oppressive and yet God’s will would be done.

The Empires Were Identified (8:20-26)
8:20. The two horns of the ram represented “Media and Persia” who were
joined together by Cyrus the Great to constitute Medo-Persia or, simply,
the Persian Empire. Cyrus began his reign in 559 B.C. and the Persians ultimately were defeated by Alexander the Great in 327 B.C.

8:21-22. The aggressively destructive goat, which attacked the ram (Persian Empire), was Greece. The Greek (or Hellenistic) Empire was established
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by the conquests of Alexander the Great, son of Philip II of Macedonia. Alexander was the large horn on the goat.
When that horn was broken, the four horns that emerged were the four
successors to Alexander the Great who divided his vast kingdom after his
death. None of them ever accomplished as much as Alexander had done. The
four divisions of his great empire were Macedonia and Greece; Asia Minor;
Egypt (under the Ptolemies); and Babylonia including Syria and Judah
(under Alexander’s general Seleucus and his successors). Daniel’s vision
moved quickly past Alexander and his three other successors to focus upon
the Seleucid lineage and its worst king.

The Evil King of Destruction Was Described (8:23-26)
8:23. Though not named here (see Lesson Eight and also Lesson Thirteen to
follow), the powerfully destructive king was Antiochus IV Epiphanes, a later
successor to Seleucus. He was that small horn from the four horns that grew
greater (8:9). Antiochus ruled 175-163 B.C. and, departing from the tolerant
policies of his predecessors, he perpetrated much evil against the Jews. His
bitter persecutions finally produced the Maccabean Revolt of 167-164 B.C.
From their own perspective as the suffering people of God, the Jews told
the sordid, painful story in 1-2 Maccabees, a Jewish writing of their religious history. This powerfully influential scroll eventually was not included
in the Hebrew Bible, yet it still informs the practice of the Jewish holiday of
Hanukkah. You should read it for its detailed historical narrative—and the
background it gives to our clearer understanding of Daniel 8:23-26.

8:24. The description of Antiochus and his characteristic behavior continued. A conniving villain, Antiochus did a vast amount of damage to
the Jewish people and to their lifestyle in Judah, especially in Jerusalem’s
Temple.
8:25. A shrewd and ruthless man, Antiochus managed to get some “Hellenized Jews” to compromise their faith and support his cultural agendas,
even against their more traditional kinsmen. Jews who sought to conserve
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Jewish practices and to be completely faithful to God were easily destroyed.
The pressure to conform to the king’s programs was immense.
Ultimately, because he opposed God (“the Prince of princes”), Antiochus
“will be broken without human agency” (read about his death in 1 Maccabees
6:1-16 and 2 Maccabees 9:5ff)—in the same way that in the beginning of
his reign “his power will be mighty, but not by his own power” (8:24). While
human history records the rise and fall of emperors by their own schemes
and those of their enemies, the overarching power in history belongs to God
alone. “Man proposes, but God disposes,” wrote Thomas a Kempis.

8:26. Daniel’s vision described events much later than his life experience as
an exile in Babylon. But the example of his faithfulness under pressure from
Babylonian and Persian persecution could strengthen those Jews seeking to
be faithful under the crushing rule of Antiochus.

The Impact of the Vision (8:27)
Daniel reported that his visionary experience left him drained and sick for
a significant period of time. He could not function for “days” until he finally
resumed his normal tasks in service to the king. But the whole visionary
experience remained with him and left him “astounded” because its full
interpretation was never given to him. A fuller explanation comes in Daniel
11 (Lesson Thirteen).

Focusing on the Meaning
Sometimes an awesome and altering spiritual experience may leave us with
as many questions as answers. There are things we are sure about—God’s
current faithfulness and God’s ultimate victory. But between “the already,”
which we know and the “not yet,” which we hope for, we are left with honest
questions.
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Daniel did not allow his remaining questions concerning his disturbing
vision to keep him from acting with consistent lifestyle. He determined to
live out his faith day-to-day no matter what evils and suffering may come.
He “went back to work” in the setting where God had placed him for service.
A key to Daniel’s steady faithfulness was his confidence that God was
ruler over all. God was not causing the evil, but God was permitting it.
Human villains wield tremendous power in the creation that God made
because God gave humans freedom to choose to “love God back” or to disobey (recall Genesis 2—3). The witness of the Book of Daniel assures us that
God will not allow the injustice of evil, and the harsh oppression of the good,
to go endlessly unchecked.
Antiochus IV Epiphanes did tremendous damage in his arrogant, powerful “Billy Goat” Hellenistic agendas. He killed piously faithful Jews outright
while he enticed other Jews to compromise their faith in order to “get along.”
He desecrated the most sacred things the Jews held dear. But his power did
not continue forever. He died—some say as the culmination of his own psychological and spiritual decay.
As you read these familiar words from Paul, think of Antiochus—and
many other villains or “anti-Christ’s” who set themselves against God’s work
in the world. And think of Daniel who shows us clearly what God’s work
looks like.
“ 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this
he will also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh
reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap
eternal life. 9 Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap
if we do not grow weary. 10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do
good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the
faith” (Galatians 6:7-10).
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Read these passages several times to get a handle on the message Daniel
is communicating to his readers. This passage is particularly difficult,
so read carefully the entire passage. Jot down insights that you find.
Seek to pray for every class member and potential class member this
week. Consider making contact with each person by call, email, text, or
Facebook message.
2. From your pastor’s study, your church media center, or a public library
gather some commentaries on the book of Daniel. They will be used to
research the “visions” Daniel experienced in this passage.
3. Explore the website called, “Biblehub.com.” It has several different translations of Scripture and it has a feature called, Parallel Commentaries.
You will be able to compare the different interpretations of this passage
of Scripture from some of the top theologians in the world.
4. Bring a laptop or have a computer available to access this site. If your
class members have smart phones, they can access this site on their
phones.
5. Contact a person you know who has experienced combat and ask them
to share about what they saw. Remember that sometimes this is very
painful. Invite them to share what is comfortable to share and how they
were able to cope with the experience.
6. On the chalkboard or white board, write the assignments for each
group. See the assignments below in #10.

Guide Bible Study
7. As the students arrive, ask each of them to stand in groups of 3 or 4
and discuss things they have seen on television or movies and even in
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person that are displays of pure evil. For example, if someone has visited
one of the prison camps of WW II, e.g., Auschwitz in Poland or another
one in Europe, have them describe to the group what they remember
about the experience. If you have a class member who has seen combat
action in Vietnam, Korea, the Middle East, or somewhere else, invite
them to describe events, actions, etc. that they feel comfortable sharing.
8. Ask the person you have invited to share, to comment on what they
have witnessed and share how they were able to cope with it.
9. After the person has shared, have the class sit down. Using the commentary from the Teaching Guide and/or the online Premium Commentary,
briefly explain what Daniel has seen. It may have some similarity to the
evil and violence the enlisted person has shared.
10. Divide the class into groups of 3 or 4 and give each of them a group
assignment using the outline from the Study Guide. If your group is
smaller, give them more than one section to explore. Invite those who
have smart phones or laptop computers to connect with “Biblehub.com,”
go to the Scripture Translations section, locate the passages in Daniel 8,
and then click to the Parallel Commentaries for the individual passages.
Have them open their Study Guides to this lesson and be prepared to
read the comments from that book, as well. (A copy of this assignment
is available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.baptistwaypress.org.)
a. Group 1—Daniel 8:1-14—Battling for Power
• Read the passage together.
• Discover from the passage and the Study Guide what the passage
means.
• Decide how you as a group might respond to the principles
found in that passage.
b. Group 2—Daniel 8:15-22—Searching for Understanding
• Read the passage together.
• Discover from the passage and the Study Guide what the passage
means.
• Decide how you as a group might respond to the principles
found in that passage.
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c. Group 3—Daniel 8:23-27—Looking for the End
• Read the passage together.
• Discover from the passage and the Study Guide what the passage
means.
• Decide how you as a group might respond to the principles
found in that passage.

Encourage Application
11. Allow each group to share what they have discovered.
12. After the groups have struggled a little bit with their assignment, use
the “Focusing on the Meaning” section of the Teaching Guide to help
them understand the passages they have read and the principles they
have discovered. Invite your class to turn to Galatians 6:7-10. Remind
your group that ultimately “God will not allow the injustice of evil and
the harsh oppression of the good, to go endlessly unchecked” (Teaching
Guide). God will work through those things to bring about His purpose
of making us like His Son (Romans 8:29).
13. Encourage them by reading what Paul said in Galatians 6:9. We are to
persevere in our pursuit of becoming like Jesus.
14. Close in prayer.
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DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Read these passages several times to get a handle on the message Daniel
is communicating to his readers. This passage is particularly difficult,
so read carefully the entire passage. Jot down insights that you find.
Seek to pray for every class member and potential class member this
week. Consider making contact with each person by call, email, text, or
Facebook message.
2. From your pastor’s study, your church media center, or a public library,
check out some commentaries on the book of Daniel. They will be used
to research the “visions” that Daniel experienced in this passage.
3. Explore the website called, “Biblehub.com.” It has several different translations of Scripture and it has a feature called, Parallel
Commentaries. You will be able to compare the different interpretations
of this passage of Scripture.
4. Bring a laptop or have a computer available to access this site. If your
class members have smart phones, they can access this site on their
phones.

Guide Bible Study
5. As the students arrive, ask each of them to read the entire passage of
Daniel 8 from their Bible or from the Study Guide. Invite them to underline passages that stick out to them as being an important word from
God to them. Tell the class that today we will be encouraged to live our
lives in such a way that people will see that Christ makes a difference
in our lives. Remind them this is a very difficult passage that describes
evil, but God expects us to remain faithful to Him in the midst of evil.
6. Allow some of your class to report to the rest of the group what they
discovered in their reading. After each one shares, invite the group to
discuss how they might have found something different or saw something that enhances the interpretation found by other members.
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7. Divide your class into groups of 3 to 4 people. Have them complete
the following assignments using their copy of the Scripture, the Study
Guide, or their smart phone and commentaries secured from the church
library, the pastor’s study, or online with “Biblehub.com.” Here are the
assignments for each group:
a. Group 1—Daniel 8:1-14—Battling for Power
• Read the passage together.
• Decide among yourselves what is the most important part of
this passage.
• Discuss among yourselves how those parts of the passage might
be applicable in our daily lives. Encourage the students to think
seriously how these affect their own lives as well as the lives of
their families.
b. Group 2—Daniel 8:15-22—Searching for Understanding
• Read the passage together.
• Decide among yourselves what is the most important part of
this passage.
• Discuss among yourselves how those parts of the passage might
be applicable in our daily lives. Encourage the students to think
seriously how these affect their own lives as well as the lives of
their families.
c. Group 3—Daniel 8:23-27—Looking for the End
• Read the passage together.
• Decide among yourselves what is the most important part of
this passage.
• Discuss among yourselves how those parts of the passage might
be applicable in our daily lives. Encourage the students to think
seriously how these affect their own lives as well as the lives of
their families.
(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this
study at www.baptistwaypress.org).
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Encourage Application
8. Close the session by encouraging your learners to ponder the things
they have found in Scripture. Read the passage in Galatians 6:7-10. Call
attention to verse 9 and challenge them to continue to surrender their
lives to the control of God’s Spirit in spite of the evil that is going on
around them. Allow a few minutes for the members of your class to tell
the rest of the group what they plan to do with the principles they have
discovered.
9. After a few minutes, invite someone to close in prayer.

Notes
1. Norman W. Porteous, Daniel, “The Old Testament Library” (Philadelphia, PA:
Westminster Press, 1965), pp. 126-127.
2. W. Sibley Towner, Daniel, “Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and
Preaching” (Atlanta, GA: John Knox Press, 1984), p. 117.

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND

Daniel 9:1-23

Matthew 21:1-11

lesson 10
Daniel’s Prayer
of Confession
MAIN IDEA

Daniel’s prayer stands as a model
of genuine, heartfelt intercession
characterized by humility,
confession, and self-denial.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

As you reflect on Daniel’s prayer,
what example of encouragement can
you discern for your own prayer life?
TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to learn to pray
according to God’s Word to discern
God’s will

BIBLE
TEACHING
GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Some years ago, a book based on two verses of Scripture from a genealogical
list garnered considerable attention. The popularity of that book was odd
because there are so many biblical prayers of far greater substance about
which to write. Unlike the somewhat self-centered prayer, which was the
subject of the book, other prayers focus on God, on repentance, on the need
for personal change and righteousness, and on the kingdom. Daniel 9:1-23
is one of them. Daniel’s prayer includes a number of timeless components of
prayer. One of the most important of these is confession.
It was the end of the Babylonian exile. They had been away from their
homeland for a lifetime. In 605, 597, 587, and 582 B.C., the Babylonians
invaded Judah. In 587, they destroyed the Temple and deported most of
the leading citizens from Jerusalem and Judah. Jeremiah described these
events by saying, “This whole land will be a desolation and a horror, and
these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years” (Jeremiah 25:11).
During the exile, people had questions about God’s love, His mercy, and
His purpose. Feelings of abandonment, helplessness, and hopelessness no
doubt were rampant. Daniel’s prayer not only spoke to the Lord, it also noted
the reasons why the people had suffered.
The exile was ending. God was fulfilling His promise that the people
would return to their home. But, since the people of God were responsible
for their own predicament, they needed to make changes in their lives and
live up to the covenant with God. Daniel’s prayer of confession set the stage
for what the people should do, and what the Lord God would do for them.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
The Truth of God’s Word (9:1-3)
9:1-2. Daniel noted the historical record connecting the defeat of the Babylonians with the completion of the appointed time (70 years) of the exile
(Jeremiah 29:10).
Daniel did not say, “God told me thus and such.” Rather, he received his
understanding of the Lord’s will from the Word of the Lord, which Jeremiah
had received. This source is available to us as well.
In the Old Testament, we read the phrase “The Word of the Lord came”
to a prophet. Today, when someone indicates that God has given them a message outside of the Scriptures, we are right to be wary. God has given us His
Word, and the guidance of His Spirit, to lead us in understanding and in
applying His Word to our lives.

9:3. Motivated by the Word of the Lord to Jeremiah, Daniel sought God by
“prayer and supplications” a phrase remarkably like Philippians 4:6. He did
so in an attitude of humility, repentance, and grief. Fasting, sackcloth, and
ashes were associated with repentance, with an expression of remorse, and
with an understanding of one’s dependence on the mercy of God.
Bible study leaders will want to emphasize the importance of the Scriptures in prayer.

The Need for Confession (9:4-14)
9:4-5. Christians can pray with an intimacy born out of Christ enabling
us to be the children of God (John 1:12-13). We call God our Father. But
this intimacy must not obscure the difference between a human being and
Almighty God.
Daniel acknowledged that God is the Lord. In all caps, this is the covenant name for God. God is great and awesome. He alone is worthy of our
prayer and our worship.
To Daniel, God was “the great and awesome God.” Still, Daniel was also
on intimate terms when he addressed the Lord as “my God.” Our God is
loving. He keeps the covenant He made with His people. The story of the Old
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Testament is the story of the God who loves His people, and who is willing to
be their God in spite of their many sins.
Covenant is an important concept. There are several in the Old Testament. Here that covenant means the relationship between God and His
chosen people.
Daniel’s prayer of confession guides us. He first acknowledged God’s
greatness. He then began the confession in verse 5. Daniel had been faithful to God and to the covenant, but he included himself in the confession.
Each added term for sin compounds the description of the magnitude of
the sin. They had turned aside from God’s commandments. They broke the
covenant.

9:6. Had they listened to and obeyed God’s Word, they could have stayed
true to the covenant. The rebellion reached every strata of society from
kings to the people. In reading the Old Testament prophets, one sees the
condemnation that is heaped on kings and prophets who led the people to
sin (Amos 4—5).
9:7-8. It is a simple message that was and is hard to take. Their rebellion
and sin caused their predicament. Bible study leaders want to exercise care
when speaking of the cause and effect of suffering. In this case, the Bible
teaches that God used the Babylonians to judge and discipline Israel. That
judgment came because of the rebellion of the people.
Sometimes sinful acts bring their own judgment. Driving drunk, an
adulterous affair, or similar acts can bring immediate, life-altering consequences. However, we also know many who suffer from causes which have
no explanation, nor can they be directly attributed to sin. A great value of
worship, and the careful attention to the preaching of God’s Word, is to help
people understand the difference—and how to respond to the difference.
When preparing this lesson, I was praying from John 18. In those daily
prayers, I saw Jesus’ love, His courage, and His obedience. I marveled at the
hypocrisy of the religious leaders who would not enter the Praetorium at
the risk of defilement. Yet, they had no qualms about causing the death of a
righteous man. I found myself ashamed again of my own sin and hypocrisy.
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9:9-14. Daniel repeated the theme. God is righteous, but the people rebelled.
He also emphasized that the judgment came on them because of their sin. In
that judgment, God confirmed His Word.
It was not as if they did not know. They just did not listen. God had been
infinitely patient, but the time of judgment had come. It will come for those
who continue in sin and rebellion. It was beyond astonishing to the people
that anything bad could happen to Jerusalem. In their minds, Jerusalem
was God’s city. He would guard it. They seemed to give no thought to how
their behavior would impact history.
The people failed to acknowledge they had broken the covenant, repeatedly. The prophets warned them, but they did not listen. The calamity that
came on them confirmed the truth of God’s Word. Why must people wait
until judgment comes as proof of God’s Word before they will believe and
obey him?

The Mercy of Our Lord (9:15-19)
9:15-17. Daniel understood that none has the right to ask God’s forgiveness
and restoration. We depend upon God’s mercy. “Let the wicked forsake his
way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return to the Lord,
for He will have compassion on him, and to our God for He will abundantly
pardon” (Isaiah 55:7). “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
Daniel approached God as Moses and other godly leaders had, in repentance, in humility, and in knowing the past behavior and reputation of the
Lord. For God to forgive and to restore His people would be a sign of God’s
power and glory.

9:18-19. These verses summarize much of Daniel’s prayer. Daniel
approached God on the basis of God’s great mercy. His cry that God would
hear his prayer was not unusual in the Old Testament. The conclusion of
his prayer in verse 19 made clear his understanding that God’s purpose was
paramount even in the prayer of confession.
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The Answer to Prayer for the Servant of the Lord (9:20-23)
9:20-22. Angels are messengers. They do not appear on their own initiative. Likely, most of us do not encounter an angel (that we know of) in prayer.
Daniel did. The message was that God had already answered his prayer.
Notice, that the angel came at the time of prayer. In other words, it was
during a time of regular worship.

9:23. Gabriel did not give the specifics of the answer. The answer would
come later.
Just as Daniel’s prayer of confession serves as an example for us, so does
his patience and his faith as he waited.

Focusing on the Meaning
God’s Word, the Bible, is our guide for life. It is our guide for prayer. Daniel’s
prayer of confession is an appropriate example. Though he was a righteous
man, as is demonstrated throughout this book, he understood that he too
must confess his sin. He was not like the Pharisee of Luke 18:11-12, who in
his self-righteousness compared himself to the sinful tax collector. Daniel’s
prayer was representative of what God requires from all the people: kings,
priests, and all the rest of us regular people.
He approached God with humility, but with a confidence based on God’s
Word and on God’s character.
He took his requests to God not as a last-ditch effort to stave-off some
kind of calamity. He prayed as a person who was in the habit of and who had
been courageous in prayer. He prayed and worshiped the true God even when
pressured to renounce God and worship the image of a king. It seemed to be
out of this regular time with God that Daniel experienced the answer to his
prayer.
Daniel understood that God is a merciful God. He also understood that
the Lord is at work in the world He created. God brought judgment on his
people and on their land. But, the people in their sin were wholly responsible
for that judgment. They were sinful, not out of ignorance, but out of ignoring God, and His Word. In Daniel’s humble expression of repentance and
confession, he helps us see the unwavering love and mercy of God as well
as His devotion to His people. Daniel’s prayer is a model for believers today.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect with Life
1. On a marker board, prepare two columns: “Things you do” and “Why?”
Ask, What are things you do each morning, and what are the reasons for
doing them? List answers, i.e.:
Things you do			

Why?

Wake up/get up			
Get ready for work or school;
						get kids ready
Personal grooming		
To look good for the day
Make and have breakfast/coffee To have energy for the morning
Make bed				
Keep house clean
Read Bible/pray			
Start my day with God
Get kids off to school/childcare It’s required, or so I can get to work
Go to work			
To earn wages
		Ask, Which of these items are “required,” and which are “optional”? 		
Discuss.
2. Say, Daily Bible reading and prayer may seem like something “optional,”
meaning no one is forcing you to do it, but for the Christ-follower, if you don’t
make both a priority, your Christian life will stagnate. A daily time with God
is as important as your time with family. Today we continue our study of
Daniel. We’ve seen in previous studies that Daniel had daily times with God
(Daniel 6:10). His personal prayer allowed God to use him in many ways.

Guide Bible Study
3. Have a volunteer read Daniel 9:1-3. Using commentary information,
present an overview of why (and how long) Daniel and the Israelites
were in exile.
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		 Ask, How do you think the exiles felt toward God, having lived so much of
their life outside of Israel? Possible answers: Wondering if God had abandoned them; if they were still His children; wondering why they were
suffering when they had really done nothing wrong.
		 Ask, What words indicate Daniel’s attitude in these verses? Discuss.
Answers: Seeking the Lord; pleading in prayer, fasting; sackcloth, ashes.
Explain that sackcloth and ashes were a sign of sorrow and humility.
4. Have a volunteer read Jeremiah 29:1. Say, Jeremiah was a prophet living
in Jerusalem while Daniel was in exile. God gave Jeremiah this prophecy
to encourage and inform those in exile. Have a volunteer read Jeremiah
29:10-11. Say, Daniel knew, based on Jeremiah’s letter, that he would spend
his life in exile.
5. Form five small groups and assign one of the following passages and the
list of questions to each group. (A copy of this assignment is available in
“Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.baptistwaypress.org).
Group 1—Daniel 9:4-6
Group 2—Daniel 9:7-11a
Group 3—Daniel 9:11b-14
Group 4—Daniel 9:15-16
Group 5—Daniel 9:17-19
		 Questions:
		 What does Daniel’s prayer reveal about God?
		 What does it reveal about the Israelites?
		 What sin is identified?
		 What does Daniel seem to desire from God?
6. Allow groups time to work. On tear sheets or marker board, place headings: “God”; “Man”; “Sin”; and “Request.” Call for reports, filling in the
chart.
7. Following reports, Ask, How is Daniel’s prayer an example for us? Discuss.
8. Have a volunteer read Daniel 9:20-23. Ask, How did God respond to
Daniel’s prayer? Ask, When did God respond?
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Encourage Application
9. Ask and Discuss: Based on previous studies, how did God respond to Daniel’s
prayers about the following? (A copy of this assignment is available in
“Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.baptistwaypress.org).
• With the food challenge (Daniel 1)?
• With dream interpretation (Daniel 2, 4 & 7)?
• For Daniel’s three friends in the furnace (Daniel 3)?
• With the lions (Daniel 6)?
Questions:
How did Daniel discern God’s will in each situation?
How do we know God hears our prayers?
How do we discern God’s will in each situation?
How have you seen God respond to your prayers?
Why did Daniel have to go through so many trials,
when he really had done nothing against God?
10. If time allows, ask and answer the Questions from the Study Guide.
11. Verse 23 says that Daniel was “highly esteemed.” How do you think
Daniel acquired such a high regard from God? Discuss. How are we
esteemed by God? Discuss?

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Ask, Do you remember any of the words from your childhood dinner prayers,
like “saying Grace”?
		 Share this prayer:
“God is Great; God is Good; Let us thank Him for this food. Amen”
What words (or songs) are parents teaching preschoolers today?
		 Say, Prayer is a spiritual discipline that is taught and learned. The
New Testament records Jesus teaching His disciples to pray what we call
the Model Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4). While prayer should be
taught, it is even better when practiced.
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2. Say, One simple way to teach prayer is to follow the ACTS of prayer: (Write
ACTS on the left side of the marker board going down, as an acrostic).
A—Adoration. Begin by praising God for His great work in our world.
C—Confession. Ask God to reveal your sins, one by one, knowing He
will forgive these sins.
T—Thanksgiving. Thank God for any and everything.
S—Supplication. Praying for the needs of self and others.
		 Say, When we pray for Jesus to reveal His will to us, the more likely we
will be able to see God work in our life.

Guide Bible Study
3. Activity: Have the class name some of the trials Daniel faced in previous
chapters, and the results.
		 Say, God did not abandon Daniel or the Israelites during this time of
exile. God used the prophet, Jeremiah, to give words of hope and encouragement. Daniel heard some of these words. Have a volunteer read Daniel
9:1-3. Have another volunteer read Jeremiah 29:1, 10-11.
		 Say, Hearing God’s word through Jeremiah revealed to Daniel that he
would spend his entire life in exile, 70 years. Daniel cried out to God.
4. Divide the class into four listening teams. Assign each team one of
the four letters of the ACTS acrostic. Say, As we read Daniel’s prayer,
be watching for how Daniel’s prayer incorporated Adoration, Confession,
Thanksgiving, and Supplication.
5. Have a volunteer read verses 4-11. Call for members of the Adoration
listening team to share how Daniel praised God. Cite specific verses.
Examples: Verse 4 “the great and awesome God.” Verse 4: “The keeper
of covenants.”
		 Have the Confession team cite verse numbers and words. Examples:
Verse 5, “We have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and
rebelled.”
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		 Have the Thanksgiving team cite verse numbers and words.
Examples: Verse 4: “You keep your covenants and love all who are obedient.” Verse 9: “Thank you for your mercy and forgiveness.”
		 Have the Supplication team cite verse numbers and words.
Examples: Verse 7: “The men of Judah, and people of Jerusalem, and all
Israel, both near and far.” Verse 8: “He prays for the kings, and princes,
and fathers who sinned against God.”
6. Have a volunteer read verses 12-19; listening for more examples of ACTS
in prayer.

Encourage Application
7. Say, Daniel was not specifically praying using the ACTS of prayer. But each of
the four topics were included in his prayer. More important than the pattern
of our prayer is the faith in which we offer it, trying to align our thoughts and
prayers with God’s will.
		 Ask, What are ways we can know God’s will? Discuss. (Possible
answers: By reading God’s word; by asking God for wisdom; by talking
with godly individuals; by coming to church and worshiping; by attending Bible study; by confessing and repenting from sin).
8. Have a volunteer read Daniel 9:20-23. Ask, How did Daniel learn God’s
will? Discuss.
9. Ask, How should we respond when it seems God isn’t answering our prayers,
or not the way we want Him to? Discuss.

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND

Daniel 9:23-27

Revelation 19:19-21

lesson 11
The Beginning
of the End
MAIN IDEA

Even though things are getting
worse, we know that, in the end,
Jesus will return, establish His
kingdom, and set everything right.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

What should be our greatest priority
during this “age of grace”?
TEACHING AIM

To encourage adults to learn to trust
God’s Word even though they do not
know all the details

BIBLE
TEACHING
GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Stephen Miller calls verses 24-27 “four of the most controversial verses in
the Bible.” He will get no argument here. What does this passage mean?
What do the numbers represent? One answer to this question is, “It depends
on which commentaries you read.” They have disparate answers.
These verses follow Daniel’s prayer of confession. In the previous verses,
Gabriel appeared to “give you insight with understanding,” and to tell Daniel
to “give heed to the message and gain understanding of the vision,” (9:2223). Daniel had confessed his sin and the sins of the people. He praised God
for His mercy and love, calling God the Lord, great and awesome, righteous,
compassionate, and forgiving. He asked God to hear his prayer and to forgive
his people. He also called upon the Lord to restore the people and the land
“for your own [God’s] sake,” (9:19). The answer to that prayer came in these
verses, and in the following chapters.
Leading a study of these verses, some principles of Bible study will help.
First, what did the words mean to the people who first heard or read them?
How did Daniel and the people of Israel understand and apply them?
Second, portions of Scripture that are easier to understand will help
interpret some of the more difficult passages.
Third, treat apocalyptic literature as apocalyptic. Apocalyptic means
revelation or unveiling. It is highly symbolic literature. As is true in the book
of Revelation, one cannot jump back and forth from symbolic to literal—
without a pretty good reason.
The answer to Daniel’s prayer would give hope but would not result in
immediate change or relief. Like so much Scripture, and like real life, it calls
for trust in a loving Father who will provide the way.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
God’s Mercy is Active in the Difficult times (9:23-24)
9:23. In the previous lesson, we noted that at the beginning of Daniel’s
prayer, God answered but Daniel was only now receiving the answer to his
prayer.
There is a touching comment in this verse. Abraham, Moses, Elijah, and
other Old Testament figures enjoyed a special relationship with God. So did
Daniel. In God’s eyes, Daniel was “highly esteemed.” In some ways, a Christian has a greater and more intimate relationship with God. John described
it like this: “Beloved, now we are the children of God, and it has not appeared
as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him,
because we will see Him just as He is” (1 John 3:2).

9:24. In Scripture, especially in apocalyptic literature, the number seven is
important. It represented the sacred. Ten, and multiples of ten, represented
power. To halve the seven, (three and one half) expressed the incomplete. The
number six falls short of seven, thus representing evil. (See Ray Summers’
Worthy is the Lamb for an excellent discussion of numbers in apocalyptic
literature.)
Interpretative difficulties surface even within the biblical translations.
The NASB says, “Seventy weeks have been decreed.” The NIV translates it,
“Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed.”
Along with trying to understand the actual numbers and the numbers
of weeks and years is determining the starting dates. For example, Jeremiah
29:10 records, “For thus says the Lord, ‘When seventy years have been completed for Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill my good word to you, to bring
you back to this place.’” But, in 29:28 the prophet simply said, “The exile will
be long.”
Since Babylon made multiple forays into Jerusalem, when should we
consider the start of the seventy weeks? However, if the number 70 is symbolic for a complete but indefinite time it would not require forcing specific
dates. Or, if the number 70 represents “a lifetime” then that too would make
sense for the time of the exile.
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Some commentaries make definitive pronouncements about the seventy
weeks. A careful reading sometimes finds they require exegetical stretches
to make the numbers fit.
Gabriel’s speech to Daniel indicated it was the beginning of the end. It
was the end of the exile. The prophecy may point to the reign of the evil
Antiochus Epiphanes in the second century B.C. He desecrated the rebuilt
temple, but his reign would also come to an end.
It also reminds us of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D.
70. Jesus addressed this in Matthew 24—25.
Still others make the immediate leap to the end of time and the return
of the Lord Jesus. That too evokes different interpretations by various
commentators.
The effect of God’s work would be “to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness.” Christians know
that Jesus Christ made this atonement available in His death and resurrection. We know we will fully and finally see the end of sin and the advent of
everlasting righteousness only when Jesus returns.

The Word of the Lord Does Not Give False Hope (9:25-26)
9:25. Jerusalem and the Temple would be rebuilt. As we know from Ezra and
Nehemiah, it was difficult. Jews returning to Jerusalem found the rubble of
a ruined city. They encountered local opposition. In spite of God’s judgment
on the people because of their sins, they would still turn away from Him.
With the rise of Antiochus, life would become even more difficult. In
the New Testament, Jesus also warned His followers of the difficulties in
life. We all have challenges. We are also aware of the difficulty of following Christ in so many other parts of the world. Prayer, financial support
of missions and missionaries, and actually going on mission are important
components of our concern for our world.

9:26. Again, the time for the fulfillment of these verses is the subject of
numerous interpretations. We know about the desolation of Antiochus. We
know of the subjection of the Jews to the Roman empire. We know about
the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in A.D. 70. In the background

Lesson 11: The Beginning of the End

137

passage of Revelation 19:19-21, which points to the downfall of emperor
worship and the Roman empire, we see the end will come for the enemies of
Christ and His people.
In Jesus’ discourse in Matthew 24—25, Jesus began with the prediction of the destruction of Jerusalem. At some point in those two chapters,
His comments turned to the end of time. That discourse concluded with the
warning of separation and judgment for the wicked and eternal life for the
believers.
Just as we see in Daniel 9:26, Jesus also indicated there would be wars
and rumors of war. Difficulties would come. But those difficulties do not
overcome.

The Lord Places an End Date on Trouble (9:27)
9:27. Does it seem that evil will win? The Psalmist wondered about that
in Psalm 73. He wondered why the wicked seemed to prosper. They spoke
against Heaven yet, they seemed to have all they wanted. But, when the
Psalmist came to the “sanctuary of God” (Psalm 73:17), he began to understand. It was worship which helped him see life in its proper perspective.
Verse 27 shows a time when evil seemed to reign. Not only was evil
rampant, but it seemed to be able to stand in the way of the worship of God—
something that is evident in so many places today. But Gabriel made clear to
Daniel, that would not last. Ultimately the destruction would be poured out
on the one who tried to destroy. God would save His people.

Focusing on the Meaning
I frequently hear this: “Things (or the times) are getting worse.” In some
ways, it is true. The great chasm in politics paralyzes government. Moral
issues, important to Christians, are cast aside. Unfortunately, the attitude
and discourse among some Christians often does not demonstrate redemption, forgiveness, or mercy, rather it adds to the hateful rhetoric.
Not long ago I read some horrible statistics regarding contemporary
martyrdom, persecution, and violence against Christians and churches. Persecution against any person or people group, regardless of race or religion,
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is sinful. While preparing this lesson, there was another school shooting
in Colorado. A young man, three days from graduation, was killed when he
jumped the shooter. That young man saved many lives. We correctly note
he is a hero. But, how have we come to the point that kids at school must be
heroes in this way?
Daniel helps us to understand the spiritual nature of the conflict. Sin
and evil are set against the Lord. As believers, we can acknowledge the reality of this conflict and understand the strength of the opposition. Like
Daniel, we must trust and follow God in His purpose for our lives.
The Apostle Paul warned Christ’s followers that difficult times would
come because of sin (2 Thessalonians 2; 2 Timothy 3). I earlier referenced
Matthew 24—25. There Jesus tells of coming difficulties. But Jesus also
said, “The Son of Man is coming,” (Matthew 24:44). He, and not evil, will
overcome. And, those who belong to Him overcome as well.
People can be in horrible circumstances. Sometimes it is the result of bad
choices and sin. Sometimes it is through no fault of one’s own. But though
we do not know when it is, there is an end date on suffering and evil. The
varying interpretations of some passages of Scripture may be confusing.
However, there are two certainties the Bible teaches which are not confusing
at all: 1) Jesus is coming again. 2) We are to be ready.
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Teaching Plans
NOTE: A wise person told me to bring snacks to your Bible study department
when you’re studying difficult passages. When you can’t figure it out, break
out the snacks!

DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Ask, By show of hands, who has gone on an international trip to a country
where they did not speak English, and you did not speak their language? How
did you feel when you first arrived? Discuss. What is one thing that helped
make it a good experience? Discuss.
2. Say, Sometimes we read God’s Word and it’s easily understood. Other times,
it’s like a foreign language. The stories about “Daniel in the Lion’s Den” and
“Daniel’s Friends in the Fiery Furnace” are straightforward. The dreams,
without Daniel’s interpretation, would have confused us like they confused
the Babylonian wise men. The final chapters of Daniel are a series of visions
about the future. Theologians disagree as to interpreting these chapters, especially the fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecies. However, there is agreement that
these visions depict God as sovereign and in control, while sin and evil are set
against the ways of God. Daniel’s visions help us understand the nature of
this conflict, and, like Daniel, we can trust and follow God’s purpose for our
lives, even when we don’t fully understand.

Guide Bible Study
3. Say, In Daniel’s prayer of confession, Daniel confessed both his personal sins
(although the Bible records none of these) and Israel’s sins. Repentance often
comes after experiencing the consequences of sin. In the midst of exile, God
sent Daniel assurance that God is still in control and ultimately will triumph
over evil.
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4. Divide the class into 3 groups. Be prepared to share discoveries with
the larger group. (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching
Resource Items” for this study at www.baptistwaypress.org.)
• Group One—Read Daniel 9:20-23. Review chapters 1–9. List several
reasons why Daniel was “highly esteemed.” Discuss the following
questions: If Daniel was so “highly esteemed,” why didn’t God
deliver him from exile? What other Old Testament characters would
you say, “God held in high esteem”? Why?
• Group Two—Read Daniel 9:24. There are three words used for “sin”
in this verse: Sin, Iniquity, and Transgression. Using your smart
phones, look up and discuss the difference between these three
words. Search www.Gotquestions.org for answers. Read Psalm 51:13. Discuss how these three words applied to David’s sins. Read Psalm
51:10-12 and I John 1:9. What do these verses indicate about God’s
forgiveness?
• Group Three—Read Daniel 9:25-27. Using your cell phones, look up
the phrase, “anointed one” as used in Scripture. How many times is
“anointed one” mentioned in this passage? What did the “anointed
one” do in these verses? Discuss how this prophecy could refer to the
birth and death of Jesus.
5. Call for reports. Using information from the Study Guide, supplement
answers as needed.
6. Say, There is much debate concerning the interpretation of the various
numbers in Daniel’s vision. Bible scholars disagree as to the timing of the fulfillment of this prophecy. Some say it was fulfilled at the desecration of the
temple by Antiochus IV Epiphanes in 168-173 B.C. Others say it was fulfilled
at the destruction of the temple by Rome in A.D. 70. A third interpretation is
that this prophecy will be fulfilled when Jesus returns.
7. If time allows, read Matthew 24:1-16. Say, When Jesus spoke of the persecution to come, He said the temple would fall, which happened in A.D. 70. The
end times Jesus spoke of could refer to any time after that event, including a
time still to come. We must trust God even in our uncertainty.
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Encourage Application
8. DISCUSS the following questions:
How have you learned to trust Jesus in difficult circumstances or when
life doesn’t make sense?
How do you demonstrate faith in times of questions and doubt?
What should be the church’s priority while waiting for Jesus’ return?

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect with Life
1. With your neighbor, discuss which mapping app (google maps, Waze,
etc.) you prefer and why. Discuss details like how you chose that app,
and if you’ve ever been taken to an unexpected place while following
its directions. If you don’t use a mapping app, how do you get directions
when traveling in a new place? Discuss.
2. Say, When we read God’s Word, we expect clear and easy to understand
instructions from God. But there are times when God’s Word is not as clear
as we would like, especially concerning prophecy. Today’s focal passage is one
of those passages where Bible scholars have differences of opinion as to the
meaning and fulfillment of Daniel’s vision. Some say it’s one of the greatest
eschatology passages in the entire Bible. The bottom line is God wants us to
trust Him, even when we don’t understand what He is doing.

Guide Bible Study
3. Review Daniel’s situation, using these points:
• Remind the group how Daniel followed God even though life was
incredibly difficult in exile.
• Daniel knew his situation was the result of the sin of the Israelites
worshiping idols and not keeping God’s commandments.
• Despite personal cost, Daniel chose to follow God.
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• God honored Daniel’s obedience and blessed him in miraculous
ways, although God did not deliver him from exile.
• Daniel understood God’s dreams and visions when no one else could.
4. Have a volunteer read Daniel 9:20-23. Say, God was preparing Daniel for
another vision. Previously, Daniel interpreted God’s dreams and visions so all
could understand. As we read, watch for anything that seems familiar.
5. Have a volunteer read Daniel 9:24-27. Ask, What, if anything, seems familiar? Discuss. As the class offers answers, supplement the discussion
using commentary information:
• “The anointed one” comes—usually refers to the coming of Jesus,
the Messiah. Jesus came to earth approximately 500 years after
Daniel’s vision.
• The anointed one will be “cut off.” This reference seems to refer to
Jesus’ death.
• The “ruler will come” and “destroy the city and the sanctuary.” Jesus
said the temple would be destroyed (read Matthew 24:1-2 or Mark
13:1-2).
• “War will continue until the end.” Jesus warned His disciples that
would happen in the end times. Read Matthew 24:3-25.
• “Seventy sevens” seems it would refer to seventy weeks. However,
most scholars see the “seventy sevens” referring to a longer period
of time, years not days. (7 x 7 periods = 49 years. That would make
7 x 62 years = 434 years, which is a close time frame from Daniel’s
vision to Jesus coming to earth as a baby). The numbers and
fulfillment of this prophecy is where scholars disagree.
• Three different words are used for “sin” in this passage:
“Transgression, Sin, and Iniquity.” In Psalm 51, King David used
all three words to confess his sin to God. First John 1:9 says, “If we
confess our sin, He [Jesus] is faithful and just to forgive us our sin
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
• Scholars agree that Jesus’ death and resurrection ushered in a “time
of grace” where sin can be forgiven by Jesus through confession,
repentance, and surrendering one’s life to Jesus. A blood sacrifice
would no longer be necessary.
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Encourage Application
6. Say, Just because God’s Word can be confusing at times, that doesn’t mean
we get to “skip” these passages. We read and trust God to help us understand
what we need to understand. There are times in life when we are confused, or
hurt, or don’t understand how God is at work in our lives. When we encounter
persecution and trials and wars—like Jesus said would come our way—we
are tempted to question God’s love and presence. Daniel experienced all of this
in his lifetime, yet he continued to trust in God.
7. Ask, How have you experienced God’s peace or presence in the midst of a
personal storm or crisis? Ask, What are things we can do to live by faith in
difficult times? Say, If you’re confused by the timing or when the fulfillment
of Daniel’s prophecy will occur, remember Matthew 24:36. Jesus said, “But of
that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,
but the Father alone.”

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND

Daniel 10:1-21

Ephesians 6:10-18
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
This lesson focuses on prayer. This book shows that Daniel is a person of
prayer. When confronted with difficult decisions, he prayed. He called on
others to pray. When commanded to worship the image of the king, he
“entered his house (now in his roof chamber he had windows open toward
Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God, as he had been doing previously”
(Daniel 6:10). Notice, “as he had been doing previously.” Prayer was his habit.
His faithfulness to God got him thrown into the lions’ den. But God protected him from the lions and pronounced judgment on Daniel’s accusers.
By chapter 10, Daniel is in his 80’s. The Persians had defeated Babylon.
Some of the Jews had already returned to Jerusalem. Their exile was over,
but there were difficult times ahead.
Some, and perhaps all, of the people in your Bible study group are people
of prayer. Typically, they do not have experiences with visions. Direct conversation or visible contact with angels are not usually components of their
prayer time. Beyond that, however, this passage stresses Daniel’s commitment to prayer and his understanding of its importance. The chapter also
reminds us of the spiritual realm of prayer. We believe God hears our prayers.
Unfortunately, our prayers are often tied only to the material, the physical,
or the familial. These chapters reveal the conflict that rages in the spiritual
world. We cannot see the battle, but we can see its effect. Prayer enables us
to engage in, and to have protection in this spiritual conflict.
Our experience in prayer may not be as dramatic as Daniel’s, but like
Daniel, we too can know the power of prayer.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
Persistence in Prayer (10:1-3)
10:1. The date was 536 or 535 B.C. Some of the exiles had returned to Jerusalem. Daniel was still in Babylon. Jerusalem and the Temple were in ruins.
Historic enemies were active in Judea during the Babylonian exile. Conditions at home were harsh and the opposition was severe. Unfortunately,
more difficulties would come.

10:2-3. We surmise that Daniel was praying because he had a vision. He
had also been in mourning for three weeks. He was engaged in a spiritual
struggle in prayer.
He was fasting from the rich food, expensive meats, and wine associated
with royalty (see Daniel 1:8-17). Fasting is still appropriate during times of
spiritual struggle. Daniel was so caught up in the message he received in
prayer that he even neglected his personal hygiene.
The message was one of great conflict, so Daniel seemed to be preparing
for the spiritual battle ahead. He persisted in prayer until the answers began
to come.
God’s Presence in Prayer (10:4-9)
10:4. Like Jesus later on, Daniel got away from the crowd for this season of
prayer.

10:5-6. The man Daniel saw was not identified therefore we cannot be dogmatic in our identification either. Some believe it was an angel. But, with
the elaborate description of his appearance, it reminds us of the apocalyptic
descriptions of the Lord Jesus in Revelation. There was a similar situation
in Daniel 3:19-27, when Nebuchadnezzar threw Daniel’s three friends into
the furnace.
The king saw a fourth person in the furnace with the three men. “Look!
I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without
harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!” (3:25).
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Though Nebuchadnezzar would not have understood “like a son of the gods”
to refer to Jesus, the account is a wonder even to us.
In Daniel 6:22, after spending the night in the lions’ den, Daniel could
say to the king, “My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths and they
have not harmed me.” However one chooses to interpret the man in Daniel
10:5-6, the fourth person in the fiery furnace, or the angel God sent to protect Daniel from the lions, God was in some way present with His people. He
always is. And, God is present as we pray.

10:7-9. The vision was overwhelming for Daniel, but his companions did
not see it. The Apostle Paul’s experience on the road to Damascus was similar (Acts 9:1-9; 26:12-18). A typical biblical response to such a vision, or to
encountering an angel, was fear, or muteness, or even fainting. The angel’s
response was usually, “Do not be afraid.” Here, the men ran away. They did
not see the vision, but they experienced a spiritual presence that frightened
them as well.
Perhaps no one in your Bible study class can claim an experience like this
in prayer, but God is present. He hears our prayers. Sometimes our experience in prayer should be overwhelming, similar to what happened to Daniel.
Always in prayer we can know that we are in conversation with the God of
the universe.

Promise in Prayer (10:10-14)
10:10-11. The hand that touched Daniel belonged to an angel. This appears
to be a different being from the man dressed in linen. The angel identified
Daniel as a man of high esteem. What a description coming from a messenger of God.
The angel was “sent to you.” Angels are messengers. Daniel’s response
was in keeping with the magnitude of the occasion. Our prayers may not
be as dramatic as Daniel’s, but we should enter into the holy place of prayer
with the same kind of awe. Jesus has invited us into the presence of God.

10:12. To set one’s heart on understanding and to humble oneself before
God is a key to prayer. We listen, and we obey.
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10:13-14. Tremper Longman reminds us that one of the themes of apocalyptic literature is “the revelation that a cosmic war stands behind human
conflict.” That unseen, spiritual conflict is evident here. This angel indicated
a conflict with “the prince of the kingdom of Persia.” This was some kind of
spiritual battle.
The background passage for today’s lesson informs us here. “For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces
of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). So intense is this
struggle that Paul listed both the defensive armor and the offensive weapon
that Christians need for this spiritual conflict.
Do the members of your Bible study pray in the knowledge that we are
engaging a great spiritual conflict and that we are opposing the powers of
evil? Fortunately, like the angel in this passage and like Daniel himself, we
are not on our own. The Lord is on our side. I have only limited understanding of angels, but, I do not discount their activity on the part of God’s people.
The angel revealed to Daniel some promises in answer to his prayer.
The prince of the kingdom of Persia could withstand the angel but could
not overcome him. The angel Michael came to help. So, the angel could now
reveal an answer to Daniel’s prayer. Even with the difficulties the people of
God would face, God promised the victory.

Power in Prayer (10:15-21)
10:15-17. What do the members of your Bible study consider power in
prayer? How do they describe answered prayer? Too often, “answered prayer”
means, “I received what I was asking for,” or “After I prayed, I got what I
wanted.” But, is that how God answers prayer?
Daniel was humble in prayer. “I turned my face toward the ground and
became speechless.” He was open to God even though the answer caused him
anguish. He was willing to submit to God’s purpose for him. Daniel did not
try to move God. God moved Daniel in prayer.

10:18-19. Something else happened. Power in prayer also means we realize
God’s concern, we experience His love, and we understand our value to Him.
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We confess our sins in prayer just as Daniel did. But, in prayer we are also
in conversation with our Father who loves us. This encounter strengthened
Daniel and made him ready to hear and understand the answer to his prayer.

10:20-21. The spiritual battle was still on. Persia, while it had set the
Jews free, also had its share of sin. It too would be defeated, but other world
powers would come on the stage to cause God’s people grief.
The message is coming from “the writing of truth.” We are unaware of
any written source, save the Scriptural writings available at the time, which
were called the writing of truth. This may have been the angel’s way of
describing God’s direction in history.
Finally, the angel expressed the loneliness that the servant of God sometimes feels. But we are not alone. Our great God invites us to pray; He hears
our prayers; He answers our prayers; He is present with us in prayer. The
greatest power in prayer we have is our access to the Father through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Focusing on the Meaning
The second half of Daniel is difficult to interpret. That there are so many
conflicting interpretations does not help. Despite its difficulty, it is the Word
of God and it has vital truth for us.
The title of this lesson, “The Power of Prayer” is appropriate. The power
is not so much being able to get God to do what we want. While none of us
would describe our prayers in that way, the proof is in the practice. We may
be adept at the “supplication” part of Paul’s teaching from Philippians 4:6.
But, in our prayer are we, “anxious for nothing?” That sounds like trust in
the God who hears our prayers.
Is thanksgiving a regular component of your prayer life? That requires
paying attention to what God is doing. How is God answering your prayer?
Even when the answer is no, or wait, are we thankful?
Still, imperfect though my praying is, the admonition is to pray and to
keep praying. Daniel has shown us something about humility in prayer. He
has demonstrated trust in the God who hears and answers prayer.
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In chapter 10, we have now seen something that is easy to overlook.
We see the struggle against principalities and powers. We are aware of the
spiritual battle being waged and realize that we are in the middle of that
battle. For believers, prayer is not a wish list, a complaint stream, or a suggestion box for God. It is joining with the God of Heaven for the cause of the
kingdom.
Like the people of Daniel’s day, we will face troubles. Those troubles may
grow and not decrease in the future. Like Daniel, our God prevails. Because
of that, we too have the victory. Power in prayer means we will trust in God
to see us through.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Read aloud the “Main Idea” for this Bible study. Have individuals search
“spiritual warfare” on their phones. Ask, How would you define spiritual
warfare? What are people referring to when they say they are involved in
spiritual warfare? Discuss. Ask, What evidence do you see that indicates a
spiritual battle going on for the hearts and minds of America’s children and
teenagers? Discuss.
2. Say, Spiritual warfare between God and Satan started before the creation of
mankind. Humanity became a part of the battle in the garden of Eden, and
Satan has been fighting to keep people away from God ever since. Have a volunteer read 1 Peter 5:8-9 aloud.
3. Say, Daniel lived his life in captivity as the result of a physical war between
Israel and Babylon. But there was a spiritual battle going on behind the scenes
that led to the physical war. Today we will see, in part, how God worked in
Daniel’s life to bring spiritual victory in the midst of physical defeat.

Guide Bible Study
4. Use “Bible Comments” to present a brief review of the major events in
Daniel’s life.
5. Divide the class into 4 groups (or more with the same assignment). (A
copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” for
this study at www.baptistwaypress.org.)
• Group 1—Compare and contrast Daniel 10:1-19 and Revelation 1:919. What is similar? What is different? What encouragement for
Christians was found in each passage?
• Group 2—Compare and contrast Daniel 10:1-19 and Isaiah 6:110. What encouragement did God give in each vision? How were
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both individuals strengthened? How were both men’s faith in God
challenged? How did they respond?
• Group 3—Read Daniel 10:1-19 and Luke 22:39-46. How were both
Daniel and Jesus overwhelmed by their situation? How could you
tell they were overwhelmed? How did each find strength? What
should we learn from their examples?
• Group 4—Read Daniel 10:1-19 and 2 Samuel 12:13-23. How were
both Daniel and David overwhelmed by their situation? How could
you tell? What did each do as a result of their situation? How did
God respond?

Encourage Application
6. Have groups summarize their Scripture, identify their characters, and
then report their findings (but don’t read Scripture).
7. Ask and Discuss:
• How did God respond to the prayers and fasting of each individual?
When did the prayers start, and when did they stop?
• How can we expect God to show up (or respond) in the midst of our
prayers?
• What should we do if we don’t seem to hear an answer from God?
• How would you explain the mystery of prayer to a new believer in
Jesus?
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DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Ask, Think back: Who or what brought you to church for the first time. Share
with your neighbor your first remembrances of coming to a small group Bible
study or worship service—no matter the age—and what causes you to be here
today. Allow time.
2. Read aloud Jesus’ words in John 6:44: “No one can come to Me unless
the Father who sent Me draws him.” Say, In one way or another, the Holy
Spirit has worked in each of our lives. The Bible says we don’t come to Jesus
on our own, but that the Spirit draws us to Him. The Holy Spirit worked in
Daniel’s life, giving him visions of the future. Today we read the beginning
of Daniel’s final vision, and discuss ways God worked in Daniel’s life, how
He has worked in our lives, and how we make ourselves available for future
service.

Guide Bible Study
3. Have a volunteer read Daniel 10:1. Using “Bible Comments,” highlight
these points:
• Chapters 10, 11, and 12 are all one final vision.
• The use of Daniel’s Babylonian name indicates Daniel was still in
exile.
• Daniel was over 80 years of age. Perhaps that’s why he remained in
Babylon, while younger exiles returned to Jerusalem.
Ask, What do you think the “great war” referred to in verse 1? Discuss.
Possibilities include a spiritual battle between the forces of God and
evil; an upcoming war between God’s people (the Israelites) and those
who wanted to destroy them; a future war connected to the end times.
Ask, If you had been through a lifetime of conflict, exile, and great trials, how
do you think you would have felt to see a vision about, yet, another great war?
Discuss.

154 

FAITH UNDER FIRE

4. Read verses 3-4. Ask, How did Daniel react to the vision? (He went into
mourning; fasted for 21 days as he sought God’s will through prayer.)
5. Have a volunteer read verses 5-9. Say, Daniel, although fasting and mourning, went about his daily life. God responded with a vision (a man or angel).
Commentaries offer up these options:
• Some say this was a vision of the pre-incarnate Christ. Read
Revelation 1:12-17.
• Some say it was the angel Gabriel, who visited Daniel in Chapter 8.
• Some simply say it was a messenger from God.
• Some translations say “man,” as he needed help from Michael
(10:13).
Re-read verse 7. Ask, Before you gave your life to Christ, or at the time, were
you in fear or awe of God? What caused you to give your life to Jesus? Share
with your neighbor (or the larger group).
6. Read verses 10-12. ASK and DISCUSS the following questions:
• How long had Daniel been praying and fasting? (21 days).
• How many times did Daniel pray each day? (3, Daniel 6:10).
• How much time would you expect your minister to spend in prayer each
day? (speculation)
• How much time do you think the average Christian spends in prayer each
day? (Option: Have someone google this question, before or during
class).
• When do we find ourselves praying the most? Discuss.
• Why don’t Christians in general spend more time in prayer? Discuss.
7. Have a volunteer read verses 13-20. Say, We cannot be certain what these
verses mean. We can be certain that God came to Daniel and answered his
prayers, and God hears and is with us when we pray. Ask, In what ways did
God answer Daniel’s prayers? Discuss.

Lesson 12: The Power of Prayer

155

Encourage Application
8. Ask, What do we consider to be “an answer to our prayer”? Discuss.
What does it mean to you to have “power in prayer”? Discuss.
What tips do you think Daniel would give us about how we are to pray?
Discuss.

FOCAL TEXT
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Daniel 11:1-45

Revelation 19:11-21
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
One of my adjunct college professors was a furloughing Southern Baptist
missionary. He offered a scathing critique of a book about “prophecy” I had
read that year. My professor opened my eyes to the author’s playing fast and
loose with the facts. The book was fun reading. It was also mostly wrong.
The author would cite a Scripture passage to give credibility to his interpretation. Then he would apply it to all kinds of contemporary phenomena.
To an inexperienced Christian, it was fascinating. In reality, it sometimes
bordered on the ridiculous.
That missionary helped me learn caution when I read or hear “prophecy.” In Scripture, prophecy was first a proclamation of the truth of God.
However, prophecy could also be a look into the future. Daniel 11 is such
a passage. The message Daniel received in the sixth century B.C. spoke to
times in the fourth, third, and second centuries B.C. Beyond that, Daniel
offered a prophecy that would have an ultimate fulfillment, pointing to
times even beyond our own.
This chapter emphasized the sovereignty of God over all of history.
God, and His people, will overcome. However, difficult times would come.
In the centuries to follow, oppression would come from the north and the
south, back and forth. God had freed His people from Babylonian captivity,
but they would still face the prospect of continuing oppression by foreign
powers. Was that on-going judgment, or was it simply the sinful conquests of
foreign powers demonstrating the reality of sinful, fallen humanity?
In such dire straits, can we trust God? Daniel’s answer was a resounding
yes. Evil is real. It is present. It is powerful. It sometimes seems unrelenting.
But, God has, and He will, overcome evil for His faithful people. Daniel, as
in other apocalyptic writings, understood the evil in the world, and he highlighted the hope we have in the Lord.

FAITH UNDER FIRE

158 

Interpreting the Scriptures
A Coming Crisis (11:1-4)
11:1-2. There is disagreement as to the names of these kings. If the fourth
was Xerxes I, he qualified as rich and powerful. He attempted to invade the
Greek territories but was unsuccessful.

11:3-4. This “mighty king” was Alexander the Great. In 331-330 B.C.,
Alexander completed his conquest of Persia. Alexander seemed to be unstoppable, but he died in 323 B.C. This is a reminder to all who claim power.
Alexander had a half-brother and a son. Both were murdered. His kingdom was then divided and ruled by four generals. The two most germane
to Daniel’s prophecy were the Ptolemaic (Egyptian, named after Ptolemy I
Soter) kingdom in the south, and the Seleucids (Syrian, named after Seleucus I Nicator) ruling from the north. These two competing forces caused
great suffering for the people in the strategic middle, Israel.

The False Promise of Secular Power (11:5-19)
These verses contain part of Daniel’s prophecy of events in the fourth
through second centuries B.C. Scripture does not name the rulers. Later
theologians and historians were able to name them. Historical facts shine
remarkable light on these apocalyptic writings and demonstrate the accuracy of Daniel’s prophecy.

11:5-9. Here was a story of deception. To seal an alliance, Berenice, the
daughter of Ptolemy II, married the Seleucid king, Antiochus II. Antiochus
had to divorce Laodice. But treaties based on scheming and lies do not last.
Antiochus later reconciled with Laodice, but she distrusted him, so she poisoned him and sent people to murder Berenice’s young son. Berenice also
died. Ptolemy III, Berenice’s brother, later avenged his sister’s death by sending his army north to conquer most of Syria. They killed Laodice. It was not
a good time to be in politics.
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Both the Ptolemies and the Seleucids were strong military powers—for
a while. Their power always waned.

11:10-13. Here is another transition. The north suffered a defeat but battled back. Now, the Seleucids ruled.

11:14-19. Verse 14 injected a new note. There were “violent ones among
your people.” There was political intrigue in Jerusalem. Not surprisingly,
some of this had to do with the priesthood. Whatever political power was in
control would install a priest to its liking.
Some residents of Jerusalem collaborated with the enemy. Some simply
did as they were told. Some stood strong in trusting and serving God. The
latter would suffer intense persecution.
Antiochus III, having gained control over Palestine and areas to the
south, sought to cement his victory and gain greater advantage over Egypt
by giving his daughter, Cleopatra, to the Egyptian king in marriage. This
plan failed when Cleopatra demonstrated greater loyalty to her husband
than to her father.
Verses 18-19 show the inevitable end of rulers and world powers that
believe themselves to be too great or too powerful. In a simple, humbling
expression the Bible says, “but he will stumble and fall and be found no
more.”

When It Seems That Evil is Winning (11:20-35)
The prophecy now turned to the rise of one of history’s evilest men: Antiochus IV Epiphanes. “This arrogant monarch referred to himself as Epiphanes,
the ‘Manifest One,’ or ‘Illustrious One’; but others called him Epimanes, the
‘Madman.’”

11:20-24. Antiochus practiced the things that Daniel predicted. He was
not a rightful heir to power. He seized it. He gained support by bribery, by
favors, and by force. He formed alliances with ungodly priests and plundered
whatever wealth was in Jerusalem. He was the despicable person verse 21
described.
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Antiochus tried to remove any vestige of Jewish religion. But, a most
important phrase is in verse 24, “but only for a time.” This chapter is realistic
in its description of the future. It shows that human beings can inflict great
suffering and harm on one another, but that evil’s time will end.

11:25-32. The description of Antiochus’ exploits continued. Verse 27
records that it was impossible to form an alliance with other rulers, because
even at the same dining table Antiochus and the king of the south lied to
each other. These were rulers who did not care about the people. They cared
about power, about notoriety, and about conquest.
After defeating Egypt, Antiochus returned north to quell a revolt and
murdered thousands of people in Israel. He raided the temple and the people
of God again suffered.
Ships of Kittim likely were the Romans. They thwarted Antiochus’ next
assault on Egypt. Humiliated by this, he took out his anger on the Jews.
Antiochus tried to stop all worship. He installed an idol of Zeus in the
Temple (the abomination of desolation). He sacrificed pigs on the altar. He
forbade any type of historic Jewish religious ritual.
He was able to entice many to join him. To do so might help people avoid
persecution. Antiochus was in a position to reward them for loyalty to him.
During great persecution, those who were faithful to God would also be
evident.

11:32b-35. There were those who kept the faith. There always are and
always will be. They did not escape persecution. Yet, the believer takes a
longer view. We know the end of evil will come.

Evil Will Come to Its End (11:36-45)
11:36-39. Is this prophecy still about Antiochus, or some distant future
ruler? There is disagreement among scholars. It fits the description of Antiochus’ reign. However, though there is no clear transition, it seems to speak
of a more distant time.
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It is fanciful to try to equate the nations listed with contemporary
nations. It is also a mistake to try to suggest that we can name events in
prophecy that must happen before the Messiah returns.
Will horrendous evil appear before the end of time? We already see it. It
is in grade schools when people shoot children. It is in Syria, where an evil
dictator bombs and gasses his own citizens. It is in South and Central America where people risk everything to try to escape. It is in China where the
government continues to crack-down on churches and Christians. This only
scratches the surface of evil. It is in human trafficking, in disregard for life,
and in racism. It is in the sexual abuse we have seen in too many churches.

11:40-45. Perhaps a key phrase is, “At the end time.” We cannot name who
will be involved in the conflict to come. In Acts 1:7 when the disciples asked
about Jesus restoring the kingdom to Israel, He said, “It is not for you to
know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority.” In
Matthew 24:36, Jesus said, “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.”
We will not be dogmatic about Daniel’s prophecy related to the end
times. What we can say with assurance is that “he (the evil one and evil
itself) will come to his end, and no one will help him.” To that we respond,
“Amen.”

Focusing on the Meaning
Daniel’s prophecy shows remarkable historical accuracy related to events
that would come in the succeeding centuries. All these years later, we marvel
at the inspiration and the truth of God’s Word.
Reading Daniel 11, we see the accuracy of his “fore-telling.” We also
know that more history is to come. To try to read “signs” related to Jesus’
return and the end times is not wise. Some are quick to jump on unusual
events, particularly in the Middle East, as fulfillment of prophecy. Others
tell us that such and such must happen before He returns.
None of this seems to be what Jesus said. He spoke of the man of lawlessness. He said many would fall away. He said there would be wars and
rumors of wars, “but that is not yet the end” (Matthew 24:6).
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Far better than trying to “interpret the signs” is to be obedient to the
Lord Jesus. In obeying the Gospel, we will share that good news with the
people who do not know Christ. Then, they too can be ready for His return.
Jesus has called believers into His service as His co-laborers.
Whatever interpretation or understanding one has about the return of
Christ, we know He will come again. We also know that until then, difficulties will come. When they do, as believers we have Christ, and He has us.
Jesus’ return is nearer today than it has ever been. Sharing the gospel is
crucial if people are to be ready. As the Lord delays His return, let us seize
the opportunity to share the hope of Christ with others.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Before class: Teachers should look up “3 Circles Evangelism” on Youtube.com and either be prepared to demonstrate how to share the
gospel in this manner or show the video. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5W8ynRMr59k&t=27s

Connect with Life
1. Have your class huddle into groups in the four corners of the room
according to these descriptors:
a. Those preferring Bible history studies
b. Those preferring Bible application studies
c. Those who like to talk about Bible prophecy (especially end time
prophecy)
d. Those who don’t like to study end time prophecy
(If you have less than two people in one group, ask for volunteers to
move to that group for this exercise.)
Ask each group to create a list of reasons “why” they prefer their style
of study, using a tear sheet or marker board. Allow groups time to
work, and then to share their lists.
2. Say, We all have preferences when it comes to studying the Bible. Some like
studying the New Testament; others prefer the Old. Some like history, and
some like application. Our study of Daniel is both a historical study and a
study of Bible prophecy. No matter what your preference, the Lord gave us 66
books in the Bible to give us a complete picture of Him, so we shouldn’t skip
certain books, just because it’s not our preference.
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Guide Bible Study
3. Using the same groups as before, complete the following tasks: (A copy
of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” in this
study at www.baptistwaypress.org.)
a. Bible History Group: Provide copies of both the Study Guide and
Teaching Guide. Using Bibles and BaptistWay resources, prepare
a presentation on Daniel 11:2-35 identifying the various rulers
mentioned of the North and the South, up through Antiochus
Epiphanes.
b. Bible Prophecy Group: Using your cell phones and Connect 360
Study Guide, define what is meant by the Bible term, Antichrist.
Read Daniel 11:36-45 and Revelation 13. Make a list of what the
Antichrist will do, and how it will affect the people.
c. Bible Application Group: Bible scholars are in agreement that
Daniel’s prophecy (11:1-35) came true between the time of
Daniel and Jesus’ birth. It is so clear that skeptics wonder if
these chapters were written after the events had taken place.
Read Jesus’ words in John 14. Knowing God gave Daniel and
Jesus advanced insight into the future, how should that make
Christians feel about the future? What should Christians be
doing to prepare for the future? (See Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts
1:8).
d. Bible Study Group (not end time fans): Read John 15:1-17 and
Matthew 28:19-20. What do these verses say Christians should
be doing while on this earth? In your opinion, how obedient are
Christ-followers in modern day America to Jesus’ words? Why or
why not?
4. Allow groups time to work. Call for reports, in order, summarizing their
Scripture and presenting their assignment. Use Commentary information as necessary to supplement group reports.

Encourage Application
5. Share the Three Circles Evangelism presentation (on the marker
board) and ask a class member to try it as well. (Or show the video
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presentation). If time allows, pass out note cards and have all people try
to present the gospel in this manner with their neighbor.
Say, Even though we don’t know when Jesus will return, we know that God’s
Word is true, and that Jesus is returning one day. This knowledge should
motivate us to pray for our lost friends and family members, and determine a
time and a plan to share a gospel presentation with them in the near future.

DISCUSSION PLAN
NOTE: It’s possible that many in your class have never studied Daniel’s
prophecy in chapter 11. The fact that this prophecy was fulfilled between
the time of Daniel and Jesus may be completely new to some in your class.

Connect with Life
1. Ask, What are reasons some Christians enjoy reading and discussing endtime Bible prophecies? Discuss. Possible answers:
• It’s interesting.
• Jesus talked about it (Mark 13).
• It’s Bible study.
• We like to know what the future holds.
Ask, What are the dangers in reading and discussing end-time prophecy?
Discuss. Possible answers:
• We can’t know for certain (Mark 14:32).
• Bible scholars disagree as to interpretations.
• We can appear holier-than-thou with our Bible prophecy knowledge.
• In-depth study often substitutes for obeying Jesus’ words.
• “We become so heavenly minded that we are no earthly good.”
2. Say, In the last three chapters of Daniel, we read another vision Daniel
received from God. Daniel 11 is perhaps the most detailed prophecy in
Scripture. Bible scholars generally agree that the first 35 verses of chapter
11 were fulfilled in the time between Daniel and Jesus, with such clarity
that some wonder if it was written after-the-fact. Verses 36-45 are often
considered end-times Bible prophecy. We will look at the prophecy and the fulfillment of the prophecy in history. Then we will make conclusions concerning
the trust-worthiness of God and Scripture.
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Guide Bible Study
3. Present a lecture on Daniel 11:1-35, using the points from the
“Interpreting the Scripture” section of the Teaching Guide. If you have
access to PowerPoint and a projector, consider making this a visual
presentation. Follow the outline and the verses through verse 35, and
Antiochus IV Epiphanes. Encourage the class to follow along in their
Study Guides as you present.
4. Ask, Knowing and seeing that God revealed history to Daniel in such a clear
fashion, does that impact your trust in God? If so, how?
5. Following the commentary, present a second lecture of Daniel 11:3640, which most scholars consider to be unfulfilled prophecy, referring to
the end times and the Antichrist.
Ask, What does God reveal to Daniel about the Antichrist?
6. Have a volunteer read Revelation 13:5-10 and 19:19-21. Ask, What similarities do you see in the Revelation portrayal of the Antichrist and Daniel’s
vision of the Antichrist? Discuss.

Encourage Application
7. Ask, Which is more important in your opinion: To study Bible prophecy to
understand the future, or to obey Jesus and be obedient followers? Why?
Discuss.
Say, If we obey Jesus, we are required to share the gospel with people who do
not know Christ. Jesus called all believers into His service as His co-laborers.
Say, Whatever understanding one has about the return of Christ, we know
He will come again. We also know that until then, difficulties will be a part of
our lives. When trials come, we know Jesus is with us and supporting us, even
when we can’t see Him. Jesus’ return is nearer today than it has ever been.
Sharing the gospel is crucial if people are to be ready for Jesus’ second coming.
As the Lord delays His return, let us seize the opportunity to share the hope of
Christ with others.

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND

Daniel 12:1-13

Revelation 20:11-21:8

lesson 14
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tell the future but to reveal Jesus
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Given the certainty of the coming
judgment, how will you pray
differently from this point forward?
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that when they lead others to
righteousness they will shine like
the stars
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Reading the Old Testament, one sees how often the people of God suffered difficult times. That suffering often came as a result of their sin
and rebellion. They repeatedly disobeyed God. They forgot His goodness
toward them. They were quick to abandon worship of the true God to
follow pagan deities. Through His prophets the Lord warned them and
sought their return, but they still turned their backs. Then, they suffered the consequences.
The Old Testament also shows that our God is a God of patience, of
compassion, and of love. He continually holds out the hope and promise
of restoration to those who will return to Him. When the time of punishment for sinful behavior was complete, and when the people repented
of their sins, God welcomed them back.
The book of Daniel closes on a note of hope—and warning. The
warning is of difficulties still to come. Another warning is to those
who continue to sin. They would face everlasting shame and contempt.
This chapter shows that death is not the end for the righteous or the
unrighteous.
Hope was both present and future. There would be rescue for God’s
people from the “time of distress.” There would be a resurrection to everlasting life.
In Daniel, there are compelling accounts of faith under trial. There
is also considerable mystery as we attempt to interpret the apocalyptic sections of the book. Finally, there is hope for God’s faithful people.
We have read the New Testament, therefore even when we read difficult
passages in Daniel, we believe we can see them pointing to the One who
finally and fully delivers and redeems, the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
The Hope of the Righteous (12:1-4)
12:1-2. Along with the last section of chapter 11, Daniel recorded a future
event that we might call an “ultimate fulfillment.” Antiochus’ evil fit Daniel’s description of the intense persecution of the Jews, and the abomination
of desolation in the Temple. But the verses also point to the end of history.
Twice the verses say, “at that time.” As noted, before, in Matthew 24 and 25
Jesus spoke of the near and the distant future. The background passage for
this lesson also seems to point to the consummation of history—at least
history as we know it now.
“Everyone who is found written in the book,” may have been a metaphor,
but it helps us understand that there is a difference. For one’s name to be
recorded in the book makes it real. When Revelation was written, communities likely had an enrollment book for the town. Corrupt rulers could execute
people and blot their names out of the book as if they never existed. But
according to Revelation, though we know God does not require a book with
names written in it, the vision shows us the permanence of such a record. In
Christ, one’s name is in the book and, in contrast to what evil rulers could
do, the name would not be blotted out (see also Revelation 3:5).
Verse two is not the only Old Testament reference to resurrection, but
it is one of the clearest. Sleep referred to physical death. “Awake” points to
a general resurrection of the dead, some to everlasting life and others to
everlasting contempt.

12:3-4. I am not using the term “righteous” in the technical sense. Isaiah
wrote, “For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment” (64:6). Paul wrote, “He made him who
knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). We have no true righteousness
outside of Christ. Righteousness in the context of the current lesson means
those who are truly followers of God, committed to knowing and living the
truth of God, and who trust Him for their deliverance.
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These are the people whose lives and words lead others to God. For the
ancients, the brightest objects they knew were the sun and stars. In the way
the sun and stars aided navigation, so the righteous could show the way to
God.
Daniel was told to seal the book “until the end of time.” The remainder
of the verse indicates that many would look for truth and for answers but
would not find them because of their sin. This makes it all the more important today, that we who have the truth share that truth.

The Question for the Ages (12:5-6)
12:5. The two figures on either side of the river are angels. A third figure is
above the river. That position implied superiority. The figure is not identified, but like the figure in the furnace with Daniel’s friends, and the man
dressed in linen in chapter 10, we think of God in some way revealing
Himself.

12:6. This is not the only time we see such a question. One of the angelic
figures asks it of the “man dressed in linen.” In Isaiah six, Isaiah asked how
long he would be required to go to a rebellious people. In Acts one, the disciples asked Jesus, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to
Israel?” (1:6). In Revelation, in the midst of horrible persecution, those who
had died for their faith are pictured as gathered in Heaven asking, “How
long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our
blood on those who dwell on the earth?” (Revelation 6:9-10). Typically, such
questions went unanswered.

The Assurance of Victory (12:7-12)
12:7. Two hands toward Heaven indicate a serious and solemn oath. What
he would say was true.
“A time, times, and half a time,” also appeared in Daniel 7:25 and in Revelation 12:14. Many understand “time” to be a year thus equating this to
three and one-half years. However, a problem with attempting to affix specifics to symbolic language is the starting time. It is perhaps more helpful to
consider this a limited time of persecution with a set time for it to end.
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In this case, it would be when the time seemed the most hopeless, “as
soon as they finish shattering the power of the holy people, all these events
will be completed.” Longman summarized this well when he wrote, “When
human resources run out, God steps in to demonstrate his power.”

12:8-9. In view of Daniel’s great wisdom, and the insight he had shown in
interpreting the dreams of others as well as his work in Babylonian administration, it is interesting that here he did not understand. This should urge
caution on any of us who presume to preach or to teach the Word of God.
Humility is in order. We should exercise care when we presume to speak for
God. There is much we do not understand.
Daniel did not receive further clarification. Rather, the figure dressed in
linen told Daniel to go back to his business. The revelation would not come
to him, or apparently to anyone else until the end time. Again, beyond the
truth that Jesus is coming again, and we are to be ready, we should exercise
caution about what “must” happen before the end.

12:10-12. Daniel’s prophecy predicted great persecution. That was true
from Daniel’s time through the time of Antiochus and beyond. It was true
in the first century A.D. with the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple,
as well as the organized persecution against Christians. It has been true
throughout history and continues today.
It is difficult to reconcile the two different times in verses 11 and 12.
God alone knows when these things will end, and when Jesus will return. As
believers, our calling is to “be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but
as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil,” (Ephesians
5:15-16).

12:13. On our part, victory is assured by the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Through Him, God provided the way for us. Just as the figure
in linen promised Daniel, “you will enter into rest and rise again for your
allotted portion at the end of the age,” we hear Jesus say, “because I live, you
will live also,” (John 14:19).
One day, we will go to Him; or He will come for us. Regardless, we who
are believers also can “shine brightly” as we share the message of Jesus
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Christ with those who need to know. They can then also know the victory
that comes in Christ alone.

Focusing on the Meaning
The apocalyptic sections are difficult to understand. Reading different commentaries, one sees that people interpret them in a variety of ways. Humility
in interpreting these perplexing passages is important.
Despite this challenge, truth still comes to light. God’s people are not
exempt from suffering. Sometimes that suffering is directly attributed to
sin. Sometimes suffering just comes, with no apparent rhyme or reason.
Daniel shows us that our God rules. He is a patient God, though that patience
has its limits. He shows that evil is in the world and at times is overwhelming. But evil will never be the final word. Not only does the Lord God prevail
over evil, but He will bring His people through it. Evil is on borrowed time.
Believers have the victory, though sometimes that victory does not appear
as quickly as we would like.
What Daniel records in Daniel 12:13, we see with greater clarity in
Romans 8:11, “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells
in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your
mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.”
I have often read portions of the background passage for this lesson
(Revelation 20:11—21:8) in the funeral service for a Christian. The promise
of victory for the believer also means the absence of the things that cause
pain: death, mourning, crying, or pain. Revelation 21:4 says “He (God) will
wipe away every tear from their eyes.” Later, in the same verse John wrote
that there will be no more crying. Maybe it means that whatever tears are
left over from the difficulties of this life, the Lord will wipe away. After that,
there will be no more crying because there will be no more reason to cry.
Until then, God calls us to walk with Christ and with one another in
faith and with courage as we share the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Make two columns on the marker board. Allow the group to brainstorm
both situations. (Examples).
Times you want your name		
name on the list				

Times you hope your
name is not on the list

Government list of people owed money
Tax list of those to be 		
							audited
Santa’s Nice list				

Santa’s Naughty list

Invitation to a party with friends		
Invitation to a distant 		
							relative’s wedding
Invitation to be in wedding party		
of close friend				

A hit list of criminals;
list of houses robbed

Guide Bible Study
2. Using “Bible Comments” and/or the online Premium Commentary information, present a brief overview of Daniel’s final vision in chapters
10—12. Say, Today’s study concludes this vision & study. Many Bible scholars think chapter 12 refers to end times, as Jesus talked about in Matthew
24. We will focus on four aspects of this final vision: 1. The “book” or “book
of life”; 2. A period of great trouble or tribulation for God’s people; 3. God’s
action and hope in difficult times; and 4. God’s judgment.
3. Form four study groups: (A copy of this assignment is available in
“Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.baptistwaypress.org).
• Group 1—Read Daniel 12:1-4. Using your cell phones and Bibles,
briefly research the biblical term, “Book of Life” in Wikipedia. Read:
Psalm 69:28; Philippians 4:3; Revelation 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12-15;
21:27. Who will be listed in the book of life? What terms are used
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for people included in this book? Make a list of reasons why people
should want to be included in this book?
• Group 2—Read Daniel 12:1; 12:9-13; and Matthew 24:9-25.
Both Daniel and Jesus speak of a time of great tribulation. Some
interpreters say this tribulation will be after Jesus returns. Yet
many Christians in other parts of the world are facing great
persecution now. Can we truly know the timeline for this great
tribulation? Why or why not? What can we do to help Christians
in distress? How does the Bible tell us to respond to these difficult
times? What will be the outcome for believers in Jesus? What
would you tell a new believer about trusting God in the midst of
tribulation?
• Group 3—Read Daniel 12:1-4; 12:8-13; and Revelation 21:1-8.
According to our Scripture, how does God bring hope in the midst
of distress? How have you seen God work in your life in times of
distress? Daniel did not understand everything in his vision. What
did God tell Daniel to do in spite of not knowing? What will be the
outcome for those who trust in God?
• Group 4—Read Daniel 12 watching for hints about what ultimately
happens to those who are evil, and what happens to Daniel and
those who are wise. Then read Jesus’ parable in Matthew 13:24-30
and the explanation in Matthew 13:36-43. What similarities are
found between Daniel 12 and Matthew 13? What does Jesus say
happens to the weeds? What happens to the wheat? How certain
does Jesus seem to be about the coming judgment?
4. Call for group reports.

Encourage Application
5. Say, Daniel didn’t understand everything in his vision, even though God previously gave him the gift of interpreting dreams. It follows that we may not
understand everything in Daniel’s vision either. Daniel clearly tells of coming
tribulation for the Israelites, as well as in the future. There are also clear signs
of hope for all who are wise in following God. The purpose of Bible prophecy is
not merely to foretell the future, but always to reveal the plans and person of
Jesus Christ.
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6. Pass out notecards and pens. Ask, If you knew for certain you were living in
the end times, can you think of people you would pray for more specifically, or
talk to about Jesus? Write their names on the cards.
7. Re-read Daniel 12:3. Pray your group will shine brightly.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Ask, What do people mean when they talk about “end times?” Do you feel
like our world is a better place than when you were a child, or is our world
experiencing greater brokenness? What are signs we might be living in the end
times? Explain your answer(s).
2. Say, Daniel received a vision of the future, not only for himself, but for Israel.
God preserved Daniel’s vision and it serves as scriptural prophecy for us, too.

Guide Bible Study
3. Ask, What have you been taught is the purpose of scriptural prophecy?
Discuss. Say, The purpose of prophecy is not merely to foretell the future, but
to reveal the purpose and plans of Jesus Christ.
4. Present a brief overview of Daniel’s final vision in chapters 10—12.
Make an outline (or PowerPoint) of this passage using the Commentary
headings:
• The Hope of Righteousness, 12:1-4
• The Question for the Ages, 12:5-6
• The Assurance of Victory, 12:7-13
5. Have volunteers read 12:1-4. Use “Bible Comments” from the Teaching
Guide and/or the online Premium Commentary to present a lecture
including:
• A time of distress and tribulation for the Israelites; and all
Christians
• Verse 2 clearly points to coming judgment. Read Matthew 24:6-9.
Ask, What similarities do you see in the words of Jesus and Daniel?
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• God has believers’ names written in His book of life. Ask, If you got
to see a copy of this book, whose name would you look for first? How much
time do you think you would spend looking through this list of names?
Why?
• Ask, What hope is there for believers in these verses? What does God hope
believers will do? How do we “shine like stars” to God?
6. Have a volunteer read verses 5-6. Use “Bible Comments” to introduce
the two individuals. Note the question of “when.” Read Acts 1:6-7 and
Matthew 24:36. Ask, Even though it feels like “end times,” what should be
our attitude as we wait? Our actions?
7. Have a volunteer read Daniel 12:7-13 and Matthew 24:10-15.
• Ask, What similarities do you find in these two passages? Has the gospel
been preached in the whole world? Why or why not? Explain.
• Ask, What assurances did Daniel receive, particularly in verses 10 and
13?
• Read Matthew 24:30. Ask, What assurances does Jesus give His
disciples?

Encourage Application
8. Say, The Bible’s description of the end times can be confusing (and scary
for some). In the midst of uncertainty, however, God brings words of hope.
The author of our Study Guide put together this list of encouraging words
referring to the end times. Make copies to distribute. (A copy of this
assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study at
www.baptistwaypress.org.)
• Ask, Which listed phrase brings you the most hope? Which causes you
the most concern? What questions do you have about the listed items?
Discuss.
• God is in control. Nothing surprises Him and nothing is outside of
His authority.
• Jesus will come again for those who remain faithful.
• The world will become ungodly and then will experience a purging
judgment.
• Those who remain faithful will be victorious with Christ.
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• There will be a resurrection in which the wicked will be judged, and
the righteous will inherit eternal life.
• We should want to bring others to Christ, not wanting any to receive
everlasting judgment.
9. Say, The greatest victory for us and God is when we—His people—share the
good news of Jesus so people have the opportunity to respond. It begins with
recognizing the lost around us. On the back side of the handout, make a list of
people you know that if Christ came back today would NOT be in God’s book.

10. Close in prayer.
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
As the horrible happenings of “Holy Week” came to an end, the most revolutionary event in human history was God’s wondrous exclamation mark.
The phrase “the first day of the week” became a signal of the story of God’s
ultimate work of redemption—victory over death itself.
The death of Jesus came late on Friday afternoon. The hasty process to
claim His body and give it a decent burial was still incomplete. Sabbath rest,
combined with purity restrictions against touching a dead body (see Numbers 19:11-22), required that nothing could be done from sundown Friday
through sundown Saturday. So the women brought spices in their plan to
finish the task as early as possible on Sunday morning (Luke 24:1, 10).
Their walk to the tomb in near darkness must have been an utterly sad
trip. Their beloved Jesus was dead and gone—they could only complete the
parting. The grim task of this final goodbye was their loving duty. But in
their deep grief they were not as alone as they felt.

Interpreting the Scriptures
The Women Arrive at the Tomb (28:1-4)
28:1. The version given by Matthew identifies the women as Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary,” who was probably “the mother of James and
Joseph” (note Matthew 27:56, 61). Luke’s account describes a slightly larger
group that included Joanna and “other women with them” (Luke 24:10).
Exactly how large the burial group was does not change the thrust of the
story—they could not finish their intended task because there was no body!

28:2-3. Sometime during the predawn hours an earthquake had dislodged
the stone from sealing the entrance to the tomb. An angel completed the job
of rolling back the huge rock and took his seat upon it until some witnesses
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arrived. His glowing appearance left no doubts that God once again had sent
a messenger with a radical word for humankind.

28:4. God’s power completely overwhelmed all human power and explanation. The Roman military platoon that was charged with guarding the dead
body was powerless (read about the soldiers’ assigned mission in Matthew
27:62-66 and their cover-up for failure in Matthew 28:11-15). The soldiers
were overcome with fear and became as inactive as dead men.
Notice the irony. The awesome, world-dominating power of the Roman
Empire was rendered dead; the dead body of the humble rabbi Jesus was
rendered powerfully alive again.

The Proclamation: “He Is Not Here” (28:5-7)
28:5. Notice that the women were afraid, too. This awesome event was difficult to experience and explain. This is not what they had expected at all.
Such a scenario was not supposed to happen. So, the angel was clear that
Jesus indeed had died and had been brought to this graveyard. No, ladies,
you are not crazy—the raising of Jesus is a new historical fact.

28:6. The “good news” was that Jesus no longer was confined there in that
domain of death. “He is not here” the angel asserted as he pointed to the
empty bench where the body of Jesus had been placed late Friday afternoon.
Jesus had told you this would happen, but perhaps you could not understand
or believe it then. But now—on the first day of the week—the empty tomb
is a reality.
Paul emphasized the centrality of the resurrection of Jesus throughout
his preaching mission to establish the earliest churches. In no uncertain
terms, he placed it at the core of the Gospel message. The hope of redeemed
humanity rests upon the reality of that empty tomb (read 1 Corinthians
15:3-7, 13-22).
28:7a. The women were dispatched by the angel to go tell the disciples this
radically good news. At this point in the long story of God’s salvation, the
women were the first evangelists of the Good News of the resurrection. The
angel gave those women the authority and the responsibility to go tell the
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men—and the world—that God had changed the whole human equation of
temptation, sin, death, and the grave. A divine interruption of the sad and
sinful mortality of human experience had broken into history.
Luke reports that the men discounted completely the incredible message those women brought them (Luke 24:11-12). The report challenged
their minds that were closed by gender prejudice and confronted their hearts
that were gripped by fearful grief. So, the women’s eyewitness account was
dismissed as “an idle tale” (Revised Standard Version of Luke 24:11) or “nonsense” (Common English Bible translation). Hysterical females? Absolutely
not! They were God-called and angel-sent—the very first preachers of the
Gospel that “Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!”

28:7b. Jesus will go with you on your mission from this point forward. As
witnesses to the empty tomb, you will be accompanied by the Risen Lord
Himself. You will not be alone, ever. Go join Him in Galilee—the place where
His earthly ministry first began. What Jesus started in His home region
will be continued by His followers, eventually to encompass the whole world
(Matthew 28:16-20).

Jesus Met Them (28:8-10)
28:8. Even though the shocking fact of the empty tomb was now clear to
them, the women were still processing what they knew and how they felt.
They left “quickly” and “ran” because they had some big news to pass on to
the disciples of Jesus.
The women went with “fear” because this was such an awesome event
that God had done. Remember that “the fear of the Lord” throughout the
Bible speaks to the awe, respect, and sometimes surprise we feel when we
encounter God’s defining work in God’s world. But in this story, the element
of trepidation is certainly present, too. They were scared about what all of
this could mean.
And, of course, the women felt “great joy” that the Lord whom they had
loved and followed was not dead but was alive. Such exuberance must have
made them bubble over with excitement when the situation they faced was
completely reversed.
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28:9. And, then, there He was! Right in front of them—on the path they
were taking to get back to the others—the Risen Jesus appeared. He greeted
them as He always had done. And they fell at His feet in recognition of His
lordship in their lives. What began as a burial detail ended as a worship
celebration.

28:10. Jesus gave them instructions. He repeated what the angel had told
them. Perhaps amidst all of their emotions they needed to be reminded
again of what to do next. But now the mission they were sent on was being
confirmed by Jesus Himself.
He wanted the women to tell the disciples so His key followers would
gather in Galilee to “see” Him for themselves. Now that He was alive and
with them, Jesus commissioned them all to represent Him to the world
(Matthew 28:16-20; note also Luke 24:44-53). Jesus sent them to go tell the
good news of His life, death, and resurrection.

Focusing on the Meaning
When we genuinely receive the news of the resurrection, we are never the
same. Our perspectives on life and death are revolutionized—even reversed.
We once experienced death as the ultimate, victorious enemy (labeled “the
last enemy” in 1 Corinthians 15:26). But now the promise of a brand-new
life beyond death is God’s final word for our deeply human struggle. Victory
over death has been made available from the Risen Lord as the ultimate gift
for the faithful believer.
Resurrection means that no matter what we face in this life, we are not
alone. The Risen Lord is always with us throughout our journey. “He is going
ahead of you” the angel assured them.
We are never alone as believers. The Risen Lord is our constant companion. He is always with us. Day and night; 24-7. Happy times and sad times.
Even in our most desperate human situations—even in the worst messes
we have made for ourselves—Jesus will never abandon us. “Even when I
walk through the darkest valley, I fear no danger because you are with me.
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Your rod and your staff—they protect me” (Common English Bible translation of Psalm 23:4).
In the unemployment line, the Risen Jesus is with us. In the divorce
lawyer’s office, the Risen Jesus is with us. In the emergency room, the Risen
Jesus is with us. In the addiction rehab halfway house, the Risen Jesus is
with us. In the cancer treatment center, the Risen Jesus is with us. In the
funeral home making the arrangements, the Risen Jesus is with us.
The cross means that God does not shun us for the destructiveness of sin
but moves toward us in Christ—to save us from it. The empty tomb means
that God does not leave us to our own ends but will give us the same renewing power He gave to Jesus—to live again with God forever.
As the hymn writer phrased it, “Because he lives, I can face tomorrow.”
No matter what tomorrow may bring, I can face it because I am not alone.
“Christ is risen!”
Thanks be to God!
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Read these passages several times to get a handle on the message
Matthew is communicating to his readers. Jot down insights that you
find. Seek to pray for every class member and potential class member
this week. Consider making contact with each person by call, email,
text, or Facebook message.
2. Write on the white board, chalk board, or large piece of poster board,
this statement: “The crucifixion is the center of the Christian Faith.”
3. On the same board, write the instructions for the group discovery
times, as found in Step #6 below.

Guide Bible Study
4. As the class members arrive ask each of them to consider the statement
on the board. After a few minutes allow for response to the statement.
Don’t be alarmed if there is silence from the members of your class; this
question can be uncomfortable for some people. Tell them that today we
will discover what the real center of the Christian Faith is.
5. Invite the class, as a whole, to recall the events that led up to the crucifixion and write them on the marker board. Below is a partial list of
events in case the class does not recall all of them. Allow them to say
what happened in each event:
a. Judas agreeing to turn Christ over to the authorities for 30
pieces of silver.
b. The Last Supper and all that went along with it.
c. Jesus’ prediction that Peter would deny Him three times.
d. Going to the Garden of Gethsemane.
e. Jesus inviting the three disciples, Peter, James, and John to pray
with Him in the Garden.
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f. The disciples falling asleep, and Jesus saying to them to keep on
praying so they would not fall into temptation. This happened 3
times.
g. Jesus finally telling them that His time had come.
h. The arrest of Jesus after the kiss from Judas.
i. Peter cutting off Malchus’ ear (John 18:10-11) and his
subsequent healing.
j. The trial before the high priest.
k. The trial before Pilate.
l. The sentence of death for Christ.
m. Christ’s crucifixion, burial, and the sealing of the tomb.
All in all, it was a pretty bleak evening for the disciples and followers of
Christ.
6. Divide the class into 3 groups of 3 or 4 people and give them this assignment: Read together Mathew 28:1-10.
a. After the things listed on the board had happened, several other
things began to happen that have eternal significance for each of
us. List those things from this passage in your group.
b. Be ready to report what you discussed.

Encourage Application
7. Ask the entire class what the end result of the resurrection was for
humankind in general and for them, in particular from their own personal experience. Reference the “Question to Explore” at the beginning
of the lesson: “If indeed Jesus was raised from the dead, what does that
mean for us?” Allow responses for a few minutes, then, if these things
are not mentioned, do so in closing:
a. We have meaning and purpose in our lives from the day we
accept Christ into our lives (see Romans 8:28-29—God will be at
work in everything for our good and calling and we will become
like Jesus Himself).
b. Christ’s Spirit indwells our lives and we will have the power to
live the life to which He has called us.
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c. We have begun impacting the world by Christ’s presence in our
lives.
d. We will be sharing with others how they, too, might have a
relationship with God though Christ’s death and resurrection.
So, the answer to the question at the beginning of the lesson is
this: No, the crucifixion is not the center of the Christian faith, but
the Crucifixion/Resurrection Event is the center of our faith!!
e. We will be raised with Christ at the last day.
8. State that if there is anyone who may want to receive Christ as Lord and
Savior or if there are questions, you will be available after class to aid
them in their decisions.
9. Close in prayer.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect with Life
1. Read these passages several times to get a handle on the message
Matthew is communicating to his readers. Jot down insights that you
find. Seek to pray for every class member and potential class member
this week. Consider making contact with each person by call, email,
text, or Facebook message.
2. Enlist someone from your class to tell their story about being down in
the dumps because of their circumstances and sensing God’s presence
with them through the difficult situation. Have them identify some
steps they may have taken to come to that realization.

Guide Bible Study
3. As the class members arrive ask each of them to consider a time when
they may have been very sad, but then something happened to cause
them great joy. Encourage them to share how they felt and discuss what
motivated them from sadness to gladness.
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4. Remind the class that the lesson today is about just what you’ve been
discussing. The ladies who went to Jesus’ tomb on the first day of the
week were indeed very sad. Jesus had died. When they arrived at the
tomb, they were told He was not in the tomb but that He had risen from
the dead, and then they were glad.
5. Invite someone to read chapter 28:5-7. Ask the class to discuss with
two or three of their classmates the fact that women were given the
charge not to only look into the tomb to see that it was empty, but also
they were given the charge to go and tell the disciples about the news
of Christ’s Resurrection. To further create excitement and joy in their
lives, Jesus met them on the way. Their joy knew no bounds! Guide
the group to discuss how they might have felt had this thing actually
happened to them. (One thing to consider is that for all intents and purposes this has happened to each of us when we accepted Christ into our
lives. The difference is that we were the ones who were dead and when
Christ came into our lives, we became alive. Ask the group to contrast
those two things).
To enhance your conversations, remind the people in your class that
indeed men discounted their message. How does that relate to today’s
world? What message does the Bible give? (God gives us all the message
of His resurrection).

Encourage Application
6. Invite your previous enlisted person to tell their story about God’s presence giving them hope in the midst of great difficulty. Have the class
stand in groups of 3 or 4 and discuss how they may have had a similar situation in their own lives. Give opportunity for as many people to
share as want to do so.
7. Suggest to your group that one of the ways to respond to today’s lesson
is to make a commitment to share with a family member, friend, or colleague about how important the resurrection of Christ has been in their
lives. The week after Resurrection Sunday is a prime time to do this.
8. Invite someone to pray a prayer of commitment to utilize the power of
Christ’s Resurrection this very week.
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This Teaching Guide contains Bible comments
and teaching plans to help you lead a study of
Faith Under Fire

FAITH UNDER FIRE:
A STUDY OF DANIEL
Daniel grew up as a good Jewish boy in Israel. As a teenager, possibly
around 15 years of age, a foreign enemy conquered his nation and
he was taken captive and placed in a different culture, a different
environment with different people who spoke a different language and
ate different food. Here he would spend the rest of his life successfully
exalting God by living a faith under fire.
Can you trust God when your world falls apart? Daniel did. He lived
close to God all the days of his life, serving Him faithfully and with great
integrity in a foreign land. Daniel teaches us that God is faithful and He
is in control.
The Book of Daniel was written to encourage the exiled Jews living in
Babylonia by revealing God’s continued plan for them. This gave the
Jews a great hope for the future even though their past was filled with
great heartbreak and pain.
This 14-week study is about God’s sovereign power through great
miracles and Bible prophecy. It also serves as a wonderful reminder
of the power of prayer in a Christian’s life. As a result of this study, our
prayer is that your faith will be strengthened and you will have a deeper
dependence on the power and providence of God.
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