Charlie Faires poses with his snowman
after a January snowstorm.
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From the Pastor...
Most of us know Aesop’s fable about the race between the Tortoise and the Hare. The Hare, being much
faster ridicules the slow-moving tortoise. The tortoise, however, has something on his side – steady
determination. When the Hare gets distracted, the tortoise pulls ahead and wins the race.
If you’re wondering why I’m recapping this story, it’s because ministry can seem like a slow-moving
tortoise. This has been especially true throughout the pandemic. Sometimes it seems all we can do is
faithfully plod along. If you stop and look, however, we are ahead.
Over the past few weeks, we have gained several new members. These folks have found us despite our
limited schedules. Because of your faithful support, our fears of falling behind budget never materialized.
In fact, we are ahead of budget and well-resourced to do ministry.
Though our in-person attendance is not back to pre-pandemic levels, when you add in our online worshipers, we are reaching more people than ever. Every week I get calls and e-mails thanking us for our
online presence that keeps so many connected.
We are also doing well in less tangible areas. There is a positive spirit within our membership and people
are excited about what God is doing at First Baptist Church. We sometimes wish things could move along
faster, but God’s pace is best.

You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God,
you will receive what he has promised.
Hebrews 10:36

Schedule
Sunday, January 30
7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson
Uploaded to YouTube & Facebook
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Live Stream
Monday, January 31
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
Wednesday, February 2
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wed. After School Program
5:15 p.m. Family Night Meal
6:00 p.m. Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, February 3
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
Sunday, February 6
7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson
Uploaded to YouTube & Facebook
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Live Stream
Monday, February 7
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
Wednesday, February 9
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wed. After School Program
5:15 p.m. Family Night Meal
6:00 p.m. Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, February 10
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
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A Message from Minister of Young
Families & Missions Elizabeth Kilby
As always we have a few moving parts within the missions at our church. We are excited that some of our
handicap ramp team will be working on a project in
partnership with Purple Heart Homes and Fifth Street
Ministries to put a ramp on a newly built veteran's
house. Our Clothes Closet is doing amazing things. It
is open weekly for the community, however, it is not
accepting any adult clothing items at this time. There
is a need for children's clothes or household goods.
We are also in need of an electric washing machine
for a Clothes Closet participant. She just moved into a
new residence and does not have one. If you have a
used but working washer you would like to donate
please let me know and we will get that information to
the right place.
I am also excited to announce that we will be going to
Chicago for our 2022 summer mission trip. More will
be coming in the next few weeks as we will have a
scheduled interest meeting as well as other information out soon. Please begin praying for the team that
God wants to go on this trip. We are excited to be able
to be hands and feet in another part of our country
this year as our mission continues to love Jesus and
to make Him known.
Many thoughts and prayers,
Elizabeth

Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of January 15/16 & 23, 2021
1/15-16
1/23
Live Stream Views. . . . . . . . . . 77 . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
In-Person. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61. . . . . . . . . . . . .123
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . .n/a . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97
Note: Due to inclement weather on January 16, a special
Saturday service was held on January 15. The service was
streamed on January 16. There was no Sunday School.

Financial Statistics
Giving Goal
Budget Receipts
Monthly Not Met/YTD Met

Alms
Designated

January
43,466.00
44,660.00
1,194.00
150.00
1,286.00

Year-to-Date
337,293.00
555,887.00
218,594.00
2,866.00
46,342.00

Called Church Conference – 6:00 pm, Wednesday, February 16, 2022
Discussion and Decision on Funds from DOT for Foster Property

In July 2006, Miss Jackie Foster willed First Baptist Church two pieces of land that contained billboards
(Shelton Avenue in Statesville and N. Main Street in Cornelius). This was a wonderful gift as rent from
these billboards has provided funds for our church ever since.
Recently the DOT has taken about 1/3 of our Cornelius property for a new construction right of way. Our
Trustees (Edwin Hunter and Bob Dellinger) were able to negotiate $23,700 to reimburse the church for the
loss. We will also be able to keep the billboard and continue to receive rent from it.
After much discussion our Business Management and Deacon Ministry Teams are recommending that
these funds be used in the following way:
• 25% for Kentucky Tornado Relief
• 25% to FBCS Benevolence/Crisis Ministry Funds
• 25% to FBCS Building Fund
• 25% to Local Missions to be determined by the Missions Team
We feel this reflects both the original desire of Miss Foster to provide for the church and our desire to share
with others out of the abundance of God’s gifts to us.
As this is church property, it is ultimately up to the congregation to decide what to do with these funds.
Therefore, we are calling a special church conference to discuss and decide how to best utilize this money.
The conference will be at 6:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 16, 2022.

Learning More About Our Members
David & Nancy Deal
As long time members of FBC, David and Nancy Deal each grew up in the church
and grew their family here. Their son and daughter, both married, live locally and
are active in local churches. David and Nancy’s grandchildren attended the FBC
preschool and participate in Wednesday evening activities.
While they are retired from the plumbing and HVAC industry, David and Nancy are
very active in church. On Sunday mornings, they teach fourth and fifth grade
Sunday School. After Sunday School, David rings the church bell and Nancy sings
in the choir. Additionally, Nancy serves on the Deacon Ministry Team and volunteers with the Wonderful Wednesday After School Program. David is a former
deacon and has served on various commitees.
At home, David enjoys gardening, taking care of chickens, baking bread, and reading, Nancy arranges David’s flowers, bakes cakes, pies, and cookies, and reads.
They share their gardening and flowering arranging talents with members by delivering beautiful arrangements to some of our homebound members and those on
the prayer list.
Here is a note from David and Nancy regarding their flower ministry:
We have enjoyed growing and delivering flowers this past year and look forward to
doing it again beginning in the spring. Thanks to all of you who have given us
vases. You’re welcome to continue to bring them. We appreciate your help.
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Announcements
Wednesday Evening Menus
February 2
marinated chicken breast, green beans, rice,
& chocolate pudding
Kids meal: hot dogs & tots
February 9
meatloaf, mashed potatoes, corn,
& banana pudding
Kids meal: cheeseburgers & chips
Be sure to make your reservations by
Monday at 10:00 a.m. by calling the church
office, e-mailing kayley@statesvillefbc.org, or
using the Remind App.
Welcome to our Church Family!
Wayne and Lucy Rash
joined our congregation
on January 12, 2022.
Welcome to our Church
Family!

James
and
Susan
Foushee joined our congregation on January 15,
2022. Welcome to our
Church Family!

Kent and Emily Leonard
(with
their
daughter,
Rose) joined our congregation on January 15,
2022. Welcome to our
Church Family!

Happy Birthday

February 5
Ellie Mitchell
February 6
Houston Garris
February 7
Susan Foushee
Tracy Roberts
February 9
Bella Jones
February 10
Jeff Benfield
February 11
Liv Lowrance
February 12
Sylvia Lackey
February 13
Debbie Sipe
February 14
Lela Jones
February 15
Dianne Parker
Ella Milwood
February 16
Jason Allen
Kendyl King
James Martin
February 17
Nancy Gatton

February 18
Bethany Falter Dinh
February 19
Elizabeth Allen
Roger Elliott
Jeff Pettit
Doug Price
February 20
Dianne Hall
Tuck Lazenby
Libby Purcell
February 21
Logan Adams
February 22
Dawn Hayes
February 23
Sylvia Williams
February 25
Calan Hall
February 26
Jerry Mills
Bentley Whitson
February 27
Sara Brandon
February 28
Sonja Lewis

Souper Bowl of Caring
FBC Youth want to help tackle hunger in our community. We need your help! On Sunday, February 13 the
FBC Youth will collect canned goods & donations for
Iredell Christian Ministries. Our Youth will be at the
church from 12:00-2:00 p.m. to receive canned goods
or donations. You can also drop them off at Sunday
school or worship. Thank you for your support!

