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Lexie Blackwelder touches up paint on a wall
at the Habitat for Humanity work day on
January 12, 2019.
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From the Pastor...
Recently a pastor friend of mine went through a very difficult time that raised a lot of emotions within him. He felt anxiety, fear, anger
and a great deal of loneliness. He confided in some of his closest friends, but was hesitant to let his congregation know.
Several of his members, however, sensed his trouble and reached out to him. They said, “Pastor, you have been there for us, let us
be there for you.” They also reminded him that he had often said that feelings are not a sin, but an opportunity for grace.
After thinking though his congregants’ wise words, he decided that he should be
more honest with his church. In fact, he began a sermon series dealing with much
of what he was experiencing. His confessional preaching opened the doors for
revival to break out.
Many people related to this pastor‘s experience and honesty. They not only
showed up for worship, but also brought friends and family. Word spread throughout the community and hundreds of folks downloaded his sermons on the
church’s website. Some of these also began to attend his church.
Here in the midst of winter and during anxious times in our world, I’m aware that
there are many people in our community dealing with difficult emotions as well.
Therefore, I’ve asked my friend if I can use some of his sermon titles and outlines
at First Baptist Church of Statesville. He was both gracious and honored.
Of course I will be adding from my own experiences and from those who have
given me permission to share their experiences as well. Mainly, we will delve into
scripture and see what God has to say about the difficult emotions of life. Jesus
himself was known as a man of sorrows. He too experienced rejection and grief,
yet offered peace, hope and love.
I can’t guarantee that these sermons will generate revival, but I believe God will
honor our efforts and people will respond to our honesty. Please look over this
upcoming series and think about who might need their encouragement. Help me
spread the word that even in our darkest of times there is the light of hope.

Dealing with Difficult Emotions
Sermon Series
by Dr. Nelson Granade
January 27, 2019
Anxiety
I Peter 5:6-11, Matthew 6:25-34
February 3, 2019
Anger
Ephesians 4:25-27
February 10, 2019
Loneliness
Genesis 2:15-35, Mark 1:35
February 17, 2019
Envy
James 3:14-16
February 24, 2019
Grief
I Samuel 16:1-13

9:00

Schedule
Vacation Bible School

Sunday, January 20
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Venture Voices
5:00 p.m. Venture Students
Monday, January 21
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
Tuesday, January 22
10:015 Sewing Group
6:00 p.m. Precept Bible Study
Wednesday, January 23
9:30 a.m. Precept Bible Study
2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday After School Program
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
6:00 p.m. Activities for Children & Students
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, January 24
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
Sunday, January 27
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. Reception Honoring Larry & Peggy Gregg
4:00 p.m. Venture Voices
5:00 p.m. Venture Students
Monday, January 28
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
Tuesday, January 29
10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
6:00 p.m. Precept Study
Wednesday, January 30
2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday After School Program
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
6:00 p.m. Activities for Children & Students
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, January 31
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
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FLC Activities Schedule
Monday, January 21
9:00 a.m. Pickleball
11:45 a.m. Linedancers
Tuesday, January 22
7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, January 23
8:00 a.m. Pickleball
2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday After-School Program
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Thursday, January 24
9:00 a.m. Pickleball
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
7:00 p.m. Senior Men’s Basketball
Friday, January 25
11:45 a.m. Linedancers
Monday, January 28
9:00 a.m. Pickleball
11:45 a.m. Linedancers
Tuesday, January 29
7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, January 30
8:00 a.m. Pickleball
2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday After-School Program
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Thursday, January 31
9:00 a.m. Pickleball
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
7:00 p.m. Senior Men’s Basketball
Friday, February 1
11:45 a.m. Linedancers

Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of January 6 & 13, 2019
1/6

1/13

Church in Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135. . . . . . . . . . .73
Church in Worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 221. . . . . . . . . .144

Financial Statistics
The Financial Statistics will be updated in the February 3, 2019
issue of The Interim.

Habitat for Humanity Day
Saturday, January 12, 2019

Unsung Heroes

Carla & Terry Wimpy
Each member of the Wimpy family is extremely active in the life of FBC. Carla and Terry
are always there to lend helping hands. Most recently, Carla organized the cookie social
that followed the Christmas concert Tapestry of Light. We are so grateful Carla helped
continue the tradition. The Wimpys volunteer with Vacation Bible School every summer;
and Melissa always calls on Carla to help with small, tedious projects leading up to that
week. In addition, the Wimpy family travels with our church on mission trips.
Thanks for all you do to make FBC great!
Terry & Jackson Wimpy

Carla & Luke Wimpy

Each issue of The Interim will feature a member that does great and often unrecognized things for FBC. If you would like to see someone recognized as an Unsung Hero, please e-mail Kayley Crouch at kayley@statesvillefbc.org or call 704-873-7231.

Self-Centered or Surrendered?
Oh God, my prayers are sooo self-centered! May I be more like Moses, Paul, Jesus and others I read about in Your Word who were
totally surrendered to Your will when they prayed. Help me to see that it’s not all about me and my desires, my problems, my
hurts—even my needs, but about others. Help me to understand, as You do, why others do the things they do and act the way they
do, instead of focusing on the effect their actions have on (poor) me. Prod me to pray, not pout. Teach me to think more and talk
less. Motivate me to move forward, not melt down. Guide me in the steps of Jesus so that I may reach home without regret. Amen
Are your prayers self-centered or surrendered? “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With
this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.” (Ephesians 6:18)
His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather
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Announcements
CBF Misson Bites
Bite 113: Evidence of God’s Powerful Work
These are 13 shelter graduates who are a part of a leadership cohort,
a follow-up program of the shelter, which offers further mentoring and
development opportunities. These women have emerged as leaders
in their families and communities.
Grace is one of the members of this cohort. When she was 18 years
old, she and her 7-year-old sister were homeless and without a place
to go. Though they tried for many months to survive, they continued
to struggle and came to the verge of suicide. Her sister asked her if
they could try going to an organization one more time. This organization referred her to us and she and her sister immediately entered our
shelter.
Today, Grace is now 22 years old and is working full time, which
allows her to provide for herself and young sister. She has also just
completed her first year of university in Business Administration.

Reception to Honor Dr. Larry & Peggy Gregg
Sunday, January 27, 2019
11:00 a.m. - Adams Hall
Immediately following the worship service, we will have a reception
to honor Larry and Peggy and all they have done for our church. We
are in need of refreshments (finger food). If you would like to help
with refreshments, please contact Jane Mitchell at 704.873.4357.
We are collecting a love offering for the Greggs. If you would like to
give toward this offering, please see any staff person. In addition to
the love offering, we are putting together a scrapbook for Larry and
Peggy. At the Welcome Center are note cards. Please take a card,
write a message expressing your gratitude, and return to the
basket.
Senior Adult Trip
Tuesday, January 29, 2019
Wohlfahrt Hause Dinner Theatre
Two seats left. Call Gale Hall at 704.873.4029.

Valentine’s Day
Dinner & Variety Show

Grace, like many graduates, has developed a passion for sharing
what God has done in her life with her community. She is now a
translator and leader in her church choir. She has also developed an
outreach program through her church to minister among other vulnerable and homeless refugee women. Her life is one of many powerful
testimonies of God's powerful work through our shelter program.

Saturday, February 9
6:00 p.m.
Family Life Center

Missy Ward-Angalla, CBF field personnel in Kampala, Uganda
Bite 114: Abundant Grace
In the year 2011, I started a women's meeting at a refugee woman's
apartment. We began with 16 women and have grown to a group of
more than 500. We praise the Lord for His abundant grace!
At one particular Tuesday meeting, Amina asked me to pray for her
father during the time when I ask the women to share their prayer
requests openly. Amina urged us to pray for he father because he had
disappeared, and the last time this happened he was kidnapped for
more than 5 months.
More than 150 women prayed together, and God is awesome. Two
days later, her father was released and went back home.
We praise God for the amazing work we see among this community
of women!
- Maha Boulos, field personnel serving in Beirut, Lebanon

LOVE

IS IN
THE A
IR

Celebrate love with dinner & a show!
We’ll have dinner, a delightful
variety show, and a dessert auction.
Menu: pasta, salad, & dessert
Tickets:
$12.00/person; $20.00/couple
$5.00/children
This event is a fundraiser for our
mission trip to Belize.

