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Some of the children attend Children’s Missions Day
in Morganton on Saturday, November 16.

November 24, 2019

From the Pastor...

The hymn, Come Ye Thankful People, Come, was written during a time of great conflict in the Church of England. The division was
between the non-conformist and high church Anglicans. The first worshiped in a freer style and the later were more liturgical.
In the midst of this polarization, centrists like Henry Alford tried to remind fellow believers that there is much more that unites them than
divided them. Alford’s famous hymn called Christians to come together in gratitude for God’s great blessings.
In a time when our country is so divided, Thanksgiving provides us an opportunity to join in gratitude for the blessings we share. It might
be tempting to engage in partisan discourse, but it is more productive to lift one another in heartfelt encouragement.
This is not only important for ourselves, but for our witness to the world. This was noted in a recent Washington Post article entitled:
“Jesus Isn’t Interested in America’s Two-party Division.” It is by Australian Clergyman, Michael Bird, when he was shocked by what he
heard American clergy saying on television news networks.
Bird wrote, “I simply do not recognize the plethora of American “Jesuses” spawned by the political left and right. What I see is neither the
Jesus of Nazareth I know from history nor the Christ of faith that I know
from my church” (Washington Post, November 13, 2019).

Thanksgiving Celebration
Sunday, November 24, 2019
11:00 a.m. - FLC

Join us after the 10:00 a.m. worship service
to celebrate all the Lord has done for FBC!
Menu: turkey w/ dressing,
sweet potatoes, green beans,
& tossed salad
Please bring your favorite
homemade dessert to share.

Bird further makes the point that our faith should inform our politics, not
vice versa. He encourages serious Christians to “reorder our lives around
a new constellation of values shaped by Jesus’ teaching, his example, his
death and resurrection, and his lordship over all things” (Ibid).
Some believe the way to grow a church is to push it to the far left or right.
After all, birds of a feather flock together and you get along easier if everyone already agrees. First Baptist Church of Statesville, however, has
always been a big tent congregation with room for all who are seeking
Christ.
Uniting in Christ despite our diversity can be a difficult road, but it provides
a powerful witness to the grace of God. It opens the doors for all to “Come
to God’s own temple, come” and to “Raise the song of harvest home!” I am
grateful for each of you and look forward to being with you this Thanksgiving Sunday.

Schedule

FLC Activities Schedule

Sunday, November 24
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. Thanksgiving Celebration
Monday, November 25
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
Tuesday, November 26
10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
Wednesday, November 27
No Evening Activities
Thursday, November 28
Happy Thanksgiving!
Church Office Closed
Friday, November 29
Church Office Closed
Sunday, December 1
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. Venture Students
Monday, December 2
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
Tuesday, December 3
10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
Wednesday, December 4
2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesdays After-School Program
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
6:00 p.m. Activities for Children & Students
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
Thursday, December 5
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
Saturday, December 7
White Christmas

Monday, November 25
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
11:45 a.m. Linedancers
7:00 p.m. Pickle Ball
Tuesday, November 26
7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, November 27
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
No Evening Activities
Thursday, November 28
Happy Thanksgiving!
Church Office Closed
Friday, November 29
Church Office Closed
Wednesday, December 4
2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesdays After-School Program
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Thursday, December 5
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
Saturday, December 7
White Christmas
Gym Closed for White Christmas Preparation
Saturday, November 30 - Monday, December 9
Please note that the gym will be closed to all activities as we prepare
for White Christmas.

Financial Statistics
Giving Goal

November
68,536.00

Budget Receipts

43,642.00

98,384.00

Needed to Meet Goals

24,894.00

40,444.00

743.00

1,548.00

3,832.00

11,488.00

Alms
Designated

Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of November 10 & 17, 2019
11/10

11/17

Church in Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110. . . . . . . . . . . . .121

Church in Worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212. . . . . . . . . . . . .166
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Continuing the Dream
Capital Campaign
So far, forty-seven families/individuals
have pledged $416,870 to help Continue the Dream! This means we have
committed 83% of our $500,000 goal.
Thank you to all who have made
commitment. With the support of our
entire congregation, we can meet our
goal and do these much needed
projects.
Pledged: $455,970
Given: $45,985

Year-to-Date
138,828.00

Sanctuary & Bell Tower Stone Repair
Work is going well on the Sanctuary and Bell Tower Stone repair. Our contractors
are using lifts and a crane to reach all areas of the building. They are grinding out
loose joints and filling in with new mortar. Once this work is complete, the building
will be washed and sealed. Thank you for your gifts that are making these repairs
possible.

Children’s Missions Day

On Saturday, November 16, our children traveled to First Baptist Church of Morganton for Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s
Children’s Missions Day, where they were treated to food, songs, and cultures of other countries.

Children’s Mission Day

Devote Yourselves to Prayer

Last week the scripture for our Sunday School lesson began with Colossians 4:2, “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful
and thankful”, and verse 3, “And pray for us, too.” There are many in our church who need prayer. (As a matter of fact, ALL of us
need prayer!) What a difference we would see in the lives of our fellow church members, and all who attend First Baptist, if we
would take the apostle Paul’s encouragement to pray for each other. We don’t have to know everything, or anything, about their
situation to pray for them. God, who knows all, will prompt you to pray and He will take care of the rest. Think of our youth and
our children. Think of those you greet, your close friends, your acquaintances, our pastors, and others. Let’s devote ourselves to
prayer for each other, being watchful for what God will do, and then giving him thanks for what He has done!
His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather
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CBF Mission Bites
Mission Bite 153: The Future is in Great Hands
When I began working as a CBF field personnel on the Texas-Mexico border in 2011,
one of my first realizations was of the lack of affordable education available to adults in
the surrounding impoverished communities. God took me directly to the doors of an
established adult learning center which was already offering ESL (English Second
Language) classes at a low cost, from one central class site. Long story short…I quickly
joined their board, then became the Director of the Rio Grande Valley Literacy Center.
However, as field personnel, my goal is to not replace capable leaders from the
community, but to find them, and to help them lead and succeed.
Eventually, Diana Farias took over the helm of the Literacy Center, and volunteers her
time in doing so. Mrs. Farias is a retired school principal, and knows how to teach and
lead. She grew up poor in a small town here in the Rio Grande Valley, with her Mexican
parents and many siblings. Diana eventually graduated college, earned a master’s
degree, and worked as a school teacher/administrator for over 30 years in Pharr,
Texas.
What impresses me most about the leadership of Mrs. Farias is her perseverance and
tenacity. Today, we have grown from one class site to eighteen sites throughout Hidalgo
County. She directs the Literacy Center very well, and has managed to keep the organization solvent. Nonprofits which serve the poor here along the border are difficult to
maintain, but she has done just that. I would call her an outstanding, passionate leader
in this community, and beyond. My new role as Board advisor is to assist and advise
Mrs. Farias as needed. It is a true joy to work with her, knowing that the future of the
Rio Grande Valley Literacy Center is in great hands.
Diann Berry, CBF field personnel serving in Rio Grande Valley, Texas
Mission Bite 154: A Life of Service
Leticia and her husband had marital problems. They fought constantly, partly because
Leticia was a such a strong, highly motivated, determined woman. I worked with her
through counseling to identify strengths and use her strong will in positive ways.
Several years later, Leticia appeared again on my radar, this time offering to volunteer
in our ministry with the immigrant community. As a new believer, she wanted to give
back to her community. She was soon managing LUCHA Ministries’ food assistance
program and helped organize a Latino parents’ group in her children’s school. She also
used her knowledge and training in food distribution to organize a food pantry in her
church.
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Announcements
White Christmas
Touching Others with the Love of God
Saturday, December 7, 2019
Each Christmas we share in the special ministry called
White Christmas by sharing with needy families in our
community through gifts of toys, food, and clothing.
There is a way for everyone to help. Please check
below the ways you will be able to help:
_____ I will pray for this ministry. Pray that He will give
us generous, loving, and compassionate hearts, and
that He will provide us with the resources and volunteers needed for this ministry.
_____ I will give generously. We need money to
purchase the toys and food. Mark your donations
“Christmas Ministries” The toys and food are purchased
from this fund.
_____I will donate good, clean clothes for children and
teens and winter coats of all sizes.
_____ I will bring gently used and new toys to use for
emergencies.
_____ I will brings rolls of wrapping paper
_____ I will volunteer to bake cookies or brownies for
our guests.
_____ I will volunteer to help December 7 in the following way:
_______ I will welcome and greet our visitors
______ I will help direct traffic
______ I will carry the food boxes and toy
bags to cars

It has been almost 15 years since I met Leticia, and I’m grateful for her leadership with
LUCHA. Leticia is proof of the transforming power of the gospel and a true servant in
the Kingdom of God.

Name____________________________________

Dear God, we give thanks for your power to transform lives, touch hearts, and call
individuals from all walks of life, from all languages and cultures, to a life of service.
Amen.

Please turn this form in to the church office or give to
Sherry Ashley, Janet McLain, or Carol Hunter.

-Sue Smith, CBF field personnel serving in Fredericksburg, Virginia

Phone # ________________________________

Sherry: 704-450-7238, Janet: 704-838-3732, Carol:
704-876-1462

