
Schedule

What a wonderful Christmas we are experiencing at First Baptist Church!  Each of our Advent services has been very meaningful as we 
have remembered God’s hope, peace, joy and love. Our choir did a spectacular job last Sunday night sharing An Appalachian Christ-
mas and our children were precious in the Christmas Pageant. 

I hope you will join us 4:00 p.m., Christmas Eve for a Candlelight Communion Service.  It is one of our most meaningful services and 
an opportunity to see family members who are home for the holidays. We also have the added joy of Christmas falling on Sunday this 
year. Though we will not have Sunday School, we have planned a wonderful service of celebration at 10 am.

On a more personal note, Valerie and I would like to wish you each a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! We are so grateful for all 
the expression of love you have given us during this season. You have overwhelmed us with all your cards, goodies and gifts. Please 
know how thankful we are for all of your thoughtfulness.

Our deepest gratitude, however, is the joy of serving at First Baptist Church of Statesville. You have welcomed us with open arms and 
made us a part of the community. We are so happy to spend our first Christmas in our new home and to share this season with our 
beloved church family. God is doing wonderful things at First Baptist Church and next year will be even better!
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Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of December 11 & 18, 2016

Church in Bible Study  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .153. . . . . . . . . . . .160

Church in Worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228 . . . . . . . . . . . 241

12/1812/11

Schedule

Dr. Nelson Granade..................................................................Senior Minister
Mr. James Martin..................................................Minister of Music & Worship
Ms. Melissa Wilson...........................................Minister of Children & Families
Dr. Larry Gregg......................Minister of Christian Education & Administration
Rev. Justin Cox.................................................................Minister to Students
Mr. Eddie Wiseman...........................................Accompanist / Music Assistant

Giving Goal

Budget Receipts

Needed to Meet Goal

Alms

Designated

Year-to-Date
157,470.00

85,169.00

72,301.00

664.00

8,870.00

295,695.00

190,034.00

105,661.00

1,357.00

26,328.00

December

Sunday, December 25
Merry Christmas!

 10:00 a.m.   Worship in Sanctuary
Monday, December 26
Church Office Closed
Tuesday, December 27
Church Office Closed

Wednesday, December 28
No Wednesday Evening Activities

Sunday, January 1
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
Monday, January 2
Happy New Year!

Church Office Closed
Tuesday, January 3

10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball - Gym

Wednesday, January 4
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal

5:45 p.m. Activities for Children & Students
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study Groups

7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir - Choir Room
Thursday, January 5

1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
2:00 p.m. Grief Support Group

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

       

Luke

End of the Year Gifts
If you want to claim contributions on your 2016 taxes, please have 
those gifts into the church office by 12:00 p.m. on Friday, December 
30, 2016.

 

Advent Celebrations
At FBC  

Saturday, December 24, 2016
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

4:00 p.m. ~ Sanctuary

Sunday, December 25, 2016
Christmas Day Service
10:00 a.m. ~ SanctuaryMerry 

     Christmas!
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor   
    rests.”

Luke 2:13-14 (NIV)

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           



Appalachian Winter Christmas Program & Cookie Social



“Father, this morning I reach up to You.  Take hold of my hand and 
lead me through this day.  Guide my thoughts to rest on You.  Fix my 
eyes to behold  Your face.  Tune my ears to  hear  the sweet sound 
of your voice.  Wrap my heart around the suffering of others until 
thoughts of my own suffering are totally squeezed out.  Move my 
feet to trample down the weeds of discontent and plant peace in 
their wake.  Place the sparkle of Your joy in my eyes and my smile.  
Infuse my words with comfort and cheer.

“Bring me home with you at day’s end, having accomplished Your 
will through me.  In the precious name of Jesus, who gives me 
strength, I pray.  Amen.”
 
“Lord, tune my heart to Your music, so that
My feet are forever dancing.”
 
Pray this prayer every day for 
a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!
 
His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather
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Announcements

Message by: Dr. Nelson Granade  
Worship with us Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday Evening Menus

Wednesday, December 28
No Wednesday Evening Activities

Philly Chicken Cheese Steak Twice Baked Potato
Salad Bar, & Choclate Eclair Cake
Kids’ Menu: grilled cheese & chips

Wednesday, January 4

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Update
The shoeboxes our church packed on November 16, 2016 
were shipped to Aruba, Ghana, and Ecuador. Thank you to 
all who donated and participated in this wonderful event.

Ring in the New Year with Handbells
The handbell choir will be starting up again in January. If you 
are interested in being part of this group, please contact James 
Martin at 704-873-7231 or jmartin@statesvillefbc.org. 

        

Church Office Holiday Schedule
Please note that the church office will the closed Monday, Decem-
ber 26 and Tuesday, December 27 for the Christmas holiday. The 
office will also close Monday, January 2. We hope you have a Merry 
Christmas & Happy New Year! 

Habitat Work Day
Saturday, January 7, 2016

We are gathering a group of people to work on the framing of a Habitat 
House. Anyone interested in participating should contact David Potter at 
704-873-5470.

Prayer For the New Year
(To Carry You Through Each Day)

Winter/Spring 2017 Study Opportunities
Beginning January 4, we will offer three different group studies on 
Wednesday evenings:
      • Bible Basics for Everyone (Teacher: Nelson Granade)
      • Understanding Islam (Teacher: Larry Gregg)
      • Talking with Others About Your Faith (Teacher: Melissa 
        Wilson)
 
Other studies that will be offered at other times of the week include:
      • Mending Broken Hearts: Grief Support 
         (Teacher: Hilda Lee)
          Time: Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. - begins January 5, 2017
      • Jesus on Leadership (Teacher: William Barnard) 
         Dates & Time: TBA

Future Opportinities:
      • We Made Em’; Now We’ve Got to Raise Em’: Parenting   
         Support
         Sunday Evenings April 23-June 25 (except Mother’s Day or          
         Father’s Day)
         Facilitatators: Peggy and Larry Gregg (Sign up Opportunity       
          Later)

      • Making Marriages Meaningful (Weekend Retreat Setting - 
        Date TBA)
        Facilitator: To Be Determined (Sign-up Opportunity Later)


