
Together in Christ: Living, Learning, 
Serving is our 2016 theme at First 
Baptist Church of Statesville. Our 
congregation is united in our commit-
ment to our Lord Jesus Christ. We share 
our lives together as God’s children and 
brothers and sisters in Christ. We study 
God’s Word so that we might fulfill our 
mission of knowing and loving Jesus 

Christ and making him known. We respond to Christ’s love by 
serving others in ministry and mission.

Our staff developed this powerful theme while on retreat this past 
fall. As we prayed together, discussed the strengths of our congre-
gation and considered the ministry opportunities before us, this 
theme emerged. By strengthening our fellowship, deepening our 
discipleship and engaging in service we have the opportunity to 
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Lisa Shankle, Pat Campbell, & Ruth Shankle enjoy the Cookie Social that followed the 
Christmas Cantata on Sunday, December 20. 

From the Pastor...  
build a hopeful future upon the solid heritage that is First Baptist 
Church of Statesville.

Over the coming year we have planned fellowship events that will 
give us a chance to get to know one another at a deeper level. We 
are working on plans to strengthen our Sunday School ministry 
and offer other discipleship opportunities. We are also finding ways 
to expand the involvement of our people in the many ministry and 
mission endeavors we are already undertaking. 

Our new theme will be a powerful tool to help focus us on God’s 
calling for our church in the coming year. How productive it will be, 
however, depends upon our embracing it and living into it. Are you 
willing to center on Christ and come together in unity? Are you 
excited about digging into scripture and growing in your faith? Are 
you ready to engage in hands on mission and ministry? 

 

        At First Baptist Church we want to be as efficient as possible. In order to most effectively utilize the gifts and skills of or support staff, we 
have made some adjustments in their areas of focus. 

Burwell Whittenton is now our Volunteer Coordinator. She will work with our members to help them discover their spiritual gifts and to 
use their talents in our ministries. If you would like to volunteer in any area of our congregation, please contact Burwell. She is in the 
office Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Kayley Potter Crouch is now our Communications Coordinator, She will continue to produce The Interim, but she will also improve our 
contact with our congregation and community by developing a comprehensive communications strategy that expands our social media 
presence.

Mary Jane Rash will continue to serve as out Pastor’s Secretary, but we recently expanded her duties to include bookkeeping. She will 
work closely with Amy Cummings, who continues as our Contributions Secretary. If you have a question about your contribution, Amy 
will be the one to contact. If you have a need of our pastor or a question about budget expenditures, contact Mary Jane.

We continue to appreciate the work of our office volunteers and will rely even more heavily upon them in this new structure. Thank you 
Hilda Lee, Evelyn Funderburk, Fleeta Speaks, and Gail Taylor! If you’d like to join these wonderful volunteers, we’d love to have you on 
our support team. We appreciate everyone’s many contributions to our ministry and will strive to be the best stewards of God’s resourc-
es.

Changes for the New Year  



Financial Statistics

Sunday, January 3
  9:45 a.m.   Sunday School for All Ages

10:55 a.m.   Joint Worship in the Sanctuary 

                    & Deacon Ordination & Installment

Monday, January 4
  9:00 a.m.   Prayer in Sanctuary

10:00 a.m.   Sewing Group

12:00 p.m.   Line Dancers - Gym

Tuesday, January 5
  6:00 p.m.   Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall

  6:00 p.m.   Yoga - FLC

  7:00 p.m.   Men’s Basketball - Gym  

Wednesday, January 6
  9:30 a.m.   Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall

  5:00 p.m.   Family Night Meal - FLC (roasted pork loin, mashed 

                    potatoes, green beans, & dessert)

  5:45 p.m.   Adult Bible Study - FLC

  5:45 p.m.   Activities for Children & Students

  7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary Choir - Choir Room 

 Thursday, January 7
  1:00 p.m.  Clothes Closet 

Friday, January 8
12:00 p.m.   Line Dancers - Gym

Sunday, January 10
  8:30 a.m.   Early Worship - FLC

  9:45 a.m.   Sunday School for All Ages

10:55 a.m.   Worship in Sanctuary

  5:00 p.m.   Venture Students

  5:00 p.m.   Deacon Ministry Team - Heritage Hall

Monday, January 11
  9:00 a.m.   Prayer in Sanctuary

10:00 a.m.   Sewing Group

12:00 p.m.   Line Dancers - Gym

Tuesday, January 12
  6:00 p.m.   Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall

  6:00 p.m.   Yoga - FLC

  7:00 p.m.   Men’s Basketball - Gym 

Wednesday, January 13
  9:30 a.m.   Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall

  5:00 p.m.   Family Night Meal - FLC

  5:45 p.m.   Adult Bible Study - FLC

  5:45 p.m.   Activities for Children & Students 

  7:00 p.m.  Sanctuary Choir - Choir Room

Thursday, January 14
  1:00 p.m.  Clothes Closet 

Friday, January 15
12:00 p.m.   Line Dancers - Gym
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Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of December 20 & 27, 2015

Church in Bible Study  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .117 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63

Church in Worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .260. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150

  8:30 a.m. service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

10:55 a.m. service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .208. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150

Christmas Cantata (12/20 - 6:00 p.m.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .293

Christmas Even Candlelight Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 350

12/20

Schedule

Dr. Nelson Granade..................................................................Senior Minister

Mr. James Martin..................................................Minister of Music & Worship

Ms. Melissa Wilson...........................................Minister of Children & Families

Mr. Eddie Wiseman...........................................Accompanist / Music Assistant

Budget - Received                   

Alms                                                                         

Designated - Received                                  

TOTAL GIVING WEEK OF 12/20/15

TOTAL GIVING WEEK OF 12/27/15

Budget for 2015-2016

Weekly Budget Needed

Budget Needs To Date

Budget Given to Date

Budget Ahead

Designated Funds Received-Year to Date     

Alms Received-Year to Date                              

Total Giving-Year to Date                          

Weeks of December 20 & 27, 2015

11,961.00

0.00

4,086.00

16,072.00

45.489.00

893,174.00

17,176.42

223,293.46

250,106.28

26,812.82

46,241.43

2,299.50

298,647.21

12/20
$36,409.00

0.00

9,080.00

“For surely I know the plans 
I have for you, says the 
Lord, plans for your welfare 
and not for harm, to give 
you a future with hope.” 
 Jeremiah 29:11 (NRSV)



Christmas Cantata & Cookie Social ~ Sunday, December 20, 2015

The Christmas Cantata Sing We Now 
of Christmas: A Service of Lessons & 
Carols was held Sunday, December 
20 at 6:00 p.m. The service included 
scripture, music, and a live nativity. 
After the service, everyone gathered 
in Adams Hall for fellowship and 
Christmas treats.
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Announcements

Coffee Rotation
Sunday, January 10

Melissa Wilson

Prayer Point

Message by: Dr. Nelson Granade  
Worship with us Sundays 8:30 a.m. or 10:55 a.m.

Sound System Fund Established
 A new designated fund has been established by the deacons to 
raise money for a new sound system in the sanctuary. If you would 
like to contribute to this fund, please simply write “Sound System” on 
your envelope and/or check. As with all of our designated funds, 
please only give above and beyond your budget offering. A new 
sound system is needed, but our ongoing ministry is always our top 
priority!

Joint Worship Service
Sunday, January 3, 2016

We will have a joint worship service on Sunday, January 3. We will have 
Deacon Ordination and Installment on Sunday, January 3. Newly elected 
deacons Crystal Beale and Jeff Templeton will be ordained and installed as 
deacons. Don Daniel will be installed as deacon as well. Sunday School will 
be on regular schedule.

Precept Bible Study on John
Begins Tuesday, January 5 & Wednesday, January 6, 2016

Please join us for a study of the book of John, beginning Tuesday, January 
5, 6-8 pm, or Wednesday, January 6, 9:30-11:30 am.  In the book of John, 
Jesus Christ is revealed as the Divine Son of God; and Jesus reveals God, 
the Father, in a way that brings Him intimately close.  Please sign up at the 
Welcome Center or call the church office for this exciting study.

As we move into a brand new year, I would like to offer a prayer for the beloved Body of Christ at First Baptist Church.  We have weath-
ered quite a few storms, but I know we will all agree that God has been FAITHFUL!  I praise Him that He has brought us through every 
trial, still standing strong. He has guided us and will continue to guide us as we make it our deep desire to “know and love Christ and 
make Him known”.  The apostle Paul prayed this prayer for the Colossian church, and I believe it fits where we are at this time:  “For 
this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of 
His will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.  And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may 
please Him in every way:  bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power 
according to His glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.  FOR HE HAS RESCUED US FROM THE DOMINION 
OF DARKNESS and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”   (Colos-
sians 1:9-14)
 
I know of no better way to fulfill this prayer than to grow in the knowledge of God through the intentional and intense study of His Word.  
You are invited to join a Precept Bible Study Class on the book of John, Tuesday nights, 6-8 pm, or Wednesday mornings 9:30-11:30 
am, beginning January 5th and 6th.  Come and bring a friend!
 
 His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather 

Christian Sympathy
...is extended to Neill Pardue in the death of his nephew, Josh Pardue, on 
December 26, 2015.
 

        
Christian Sympathy

...is extended to Loy Devine in the death of his mother Edith Lee Devine, on 
December 13, 2015. 

Save The Date!
Lunch Fundraiser for Children’s Minstry

Sunday, January 31, 2016
The children of FBC will be hosting a lunch fundraiser to help with 
the cost of their trip to Look Up Lodge this summer. Please plan to 
stay for lunch and to make a donation following Sunday School or 
the 10:55 a.m. worship service.


