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From The Pastor.... Being the Church

A Sermon Series by Nelson Granade

m Nelson Granade Pastor
October 11, 2015

What a wonderful welcome you gave to Valerie and me The Family of God, Acts 2:41-47
this past Sunday! It was a delight to have so many people This is the first in a four part series on Models of the Church. The purpose of the
series is to explore biblical models of the Church to better equip us to live out the
calling as the local church. The purpose of this sermon is to encourage our mem-
bers to love one another as family and be Christ’s family to those in need.
October 18, 2015
The Servant of Christ, Luke 4:16-22

Christ used the Servant Psalms of Isaiah to define his ministry. Therefore the
) Church should be a servant to the Servant. The purpose of this sermon is to
know you and learn your names. You are each a vital part [ f,c.,s our congregation of servanthood and examine the reasons we stray from
of God’s church and we look forward to hearing your that calling.

stories. God places people in our lives for a purpose and

turn out on such a cold and wet day. Your many words of
encouragement and notes of welcome are making us feel
right at home. It is great to be a part of First Baptist
Church of Statesville and we look forward to many years
of shared ministry.

Thank you also for your patience as Valerie and | get to

that purpose is always to advance God’s Kingdom and Upcoming Sermons
build God’s people. Though we don’t yet know how, we October 25, 2015
are confident that God will accomplish much in the life of Ambassadors of Reconciliation, Il Corinthians 5:16-21
First Baptist Church of Statesville. November 1, 2015

| bring no magic formula or ministry tricks. | am simply The Church is Full of Saints, Hebrews 12:1-3
listening for God'’s leadership in prayer, scripture and our November 8, 2015
journey together. Like Esther, | believe God puts us in the The Body of Christ, Romans 12:3-8
right place at the right time to make a difference for God. November 15, 2015
We can accomplish little on our own, but if we are faithful, Being the Church, Matthew 28:16-20
God can accomplish much through us. Look around you. November 22, 2015
To what is God calling you in your church and communi- A Grateful Church, 1 Thessalonians 1:1-7
ty?

Dear First Baptist Friends: A NOte From Roger

Thank you so very much for your many expressions of kindness this past Sunday. The reception was wonderful!l To all the individuals who
planned and prepared and served, THANK YOU! The food was delicious and everything was beautiful. It was so good for Deidra and me to
have the opportunity to speak to so many of you. We sincerely appreciate the many kind words and other expressions. Thank you so much for
the framed picture of the beautiful stained glass window in the sanctuary. We will cherish that as a reminder of all of you and the good experience
of serving as your interim pastor across this past year. Thanks to all the other individuals, classes and groups who presented us expressions of
appreciation.

It has been an honor to serve with you as your interim pastor and | will continue to pray for this good church. To borrow words from the Apostle
Paul, “I am confident that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).

Grace and peace,

Roger Gilbert
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|



Sunday, October 11 ~ Isaiah 9-12 & 2 Chronicles 27
8:30 a.m. Early Worship - FLC
9:45 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages
10:55 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. Deacon Ministry Team
5:00 p.m. Venture Students
Monday, October 12 ~ Micah 1-7
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Sewing Group
12:00 p.m. Line Dancers - Gym
Tuesday, October 13 ~ 2 Kings 16-27 & 2 Chronicles 27
6:00 p.m. Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall
6:00 p.m. Yoga-FLC
7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball - Gym
Wednesday October 14 ~ Isaiah 13-17
9:30 a.m Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal - FLC (Monterey chicken, caesar
pasta salad, triple succotash)
5:45 p.m. Budget Discussion & Adult Bible Study - FLC
5:45 p.m. Activities for children & students
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, October 15 ~ Isaiah 18-22
11:00 a.m. Senior Adult Luncheon - FLC
8:00 p.m. Senior Basketball - Gym
Friday, October 16 ~ Isaiah 23-27
12:00 p.m. Line Dancers - Gym
Saturday, October 17
2 Kings 18:1-8 & 2 Chronicles 29-31 & Psalm 48
Sunday, October 18 ~ Hosea 1-7
8:30 a.m. Early Worship- FLC
9:45 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages
10:55 a.m.  Worship in Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. Venture Students
Monday, October 19 ~ Hosea 8-14
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Sewing Group
12:00 p.m. Line Dancers - Gym
Tuesday, October 20 ~ Isaiah 28-30
6:00 p.m. Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall
6:00 p.m. Yoga-FLC
7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball - Gym
Wednesday, October 21 ~Isaiah 31-34
9:30 a.m. Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal - FLC (cheeseburgers, baked
beans, cole slaw)
5:45 p.m. Budget Discussion & Adult Bible Study
5:45 p.m. Activities for Students & Children
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, October 22 ~ Isaiah 35-36
8:00 p.m. Senior Basketball - Gym
Friday, October 23 ~ Isaiah 37-39 & Psalm 76
12:00 p.m. Line Dancers - Gym
Saturday, October 24 ~ Isaiah 40-48

Spiritual Statistics

Weeks of September 27 & October 4, 2015

9/27 10/4

Church in Bible Study .............. 183 .. 94
Church in Worship. . ................ 214, .. .. 267
8:30a.m.service. . ................. 58 ..
10:55a.m.service. ... .............. 156. .. ..o 267

Financial Statistics

Week of September 27, 2015

9/27
Budget - Received $9,946.00
Alms 0.00
Designated - Received 507.00
Building Reserve - Received 0.00
TOTAL GIVING WEEK OF 9/27/15 10,453.00
Budget for 2014-2015 865,070.00
Budget Received-Year to Date 837,458.61
Remaining in Budget - Unfunded 27,611.39
Designated Funds Received-Year to Date 88,639.01
Alms Received-Year to Date 6,986.41
Building Reserve-Year to Date 9,147.00
Total Giving-Year to Date 942,231.03

Week of October 4, 2015

10/4
Budget - Received $14,895.00
Alms 1,148.50
Designated - Received 8,061.00
Building Reserve - Received 50.00
TOTAL GIVING WEEK OF 10/4/15 24,154.50
Budget Received-Year to Date 14,895.00
Designated Funds Received-Year to Date 8,061.00
Alms Received-Year to Date 1,148.00
Building Reserve-Year to Date 50.00
Total Giving-Year to Date 24,154.50

A Note of Appreciation from Laura and Carson Foushee
Dear FBC Statesville,

We hope this note find you all well! As we celebrate our two
year anniversary in Japan this month, we want to thank you for
your committed partnership. Your prayers and support have
sustained us as live and serve in Japan. Thank you!

Blessings & peace,
Laura and Carson Foushee

Church Staff Directory

Dr. Nelson Granade...........ccccoveuiiiiiiniiieiiseene e Senior Minister
Mr. James Martin..........cooooieiiiiiiiiieiee e Minister of Music & Worship
Ms. Melissa WilSON...........coceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecees Minister of Children & Families
Mr. Eddie Wiseman...........ccoccoiiiiiiiiiienens Accompanist / Music Assistant
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Prayer Point:
“Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread”

God has promised to supply our (physical) needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:19). Could it be that He wants us to ask
not only for bread that will nourish the body, but the soul as well? “Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not
satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.” (Isa. 55:2) “Do not work for food that spoils,
but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you.” (John 6:27) “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never
go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.” (John 6:35) “Jesus said to them, ‘unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and
drink his blood, you have no life in you. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink.”” (John 6:53,55) “Just as the living Father sent me
and | live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your forefa-
thers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever.” (John 6:57,58) Jesus asked, “Is not life more important than food and
the body more important than clothes?” (Matt. 6:25) Do a self-check: which is greater—your physical appetite or your spiritual appetite?

Lord, the bread | long for today is You—the true bread that came down from heaven. Help me to feed on the bread that endures for eternal life.
Your Word is that nourishing bread: “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words | have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.”
(John 6:63)

God designed the human machine to run on Himself. He Himself is the fuel our spirits were designed to burn, or the food our spirits were designed
to feed on... God cannot give us happiness and peace apart from Himself, because it is not there. There is no such thing.
- C.S. Lewis

Kingdom Fest Fall Festival

It is almost time for the Fall Festivall We have a brand new Fall Festival | need your help! It is time to start bringing candy. Due to the new theme
this year! Start getting excited about Kingdom Fest! we will be making treat bags for the children to take home at the end of
the night. We will need all candy delivered to the church no later than
This two-hour, royalty-themed adventure is designed to provide a fun Sunday, October 18, so we can prepare the treat bags.
fall alternative for families as they travel through engaging,
station-based experiences. Guests will enjoy games, activities, If you would like to help
challenges, and an interactive drama-all while celebrating Jesus'love in  run one of the stations,
a new and refreshing way. set up, help with regis-
tration or help follow up 1
Families experience this adventure together, discovering that no matter with ~ families please / .
what, Jesus is with us. speak to Melissa at S Ry B (R
melissa@statesvillef- ‘4 h'ST
This means fresh new games, a new layout, and a lot of fun for every- bc.org or 704-873-7231, gall Fun for Famijjg g
one. ext. 308.

Letter of Appreciation From the ElderCenter

Dear Members,

On behalf of everyone at ElderCenter, we offer our sincere thanks to you for your most generous gift of $1555.00 given to help us
during the time of our shutdown and renovation. First Baptist Church is such a caring congregation that truly exemplifies God’s direc-
tive to love your neighbor as yourself. Your generosity to a group of people that are basically strangers is overwhelming.

ElderCenter will hopefully reopen during the month of October. Things never move as fast as we hope and anticipate they will. Our new
facility will be warm and inviting for our clients and will be the first step in transitioning from a social model adult day care facility to a
health model. Our goal is to expand our services to better serve our current clients and to include others with more serious medical
conditions.

The employees of ElderCenter ask each of you to pray for us as we strive to love each client and provide the best possible care for
them and their families. We also request prayer for each client and their caregivers as they travel through their later stages of life. All
of us at ElderCenter believe in the power of prayer and believe that our God has His hand on our agency in a mighty way.

Thank you again for seeing things with the eyes of God and for being His servants in caring for others.

Sincerely,
Paula W. Cress
Administrative Director
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Message by: Dr. Nelson Granade

October 11, 2015: The Family of God (Acts 2:41-47)
October 18, 2015: The Servant of Christ (Luke 4:16-22)
Worship with us Sundays 8:30 a.m. or 10:55 a.m.
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Announcements

New Arrival!
Congratulations to Catherine and Will Curtis on the birth of a son, William
Finley, on September 17, 2015. The proud grandparents are Jody and
Cathy Parlier.

Welcome to our Church Family!
Sean Martin, son of James and Debi Martin, made a profession of faith at
the 10:55 a.m. worship service on Sunday, September 6, 2015, and is a
candidate for baptism.

Becky Beasley joined First Baptist Church by transfer of letter on Sunday,
September 13, 2015 at the 10:55 a.m. worship service.

Nelson and Valerie Granade joined First Baptist Church by transfer of
letter on Sunday, October 4, 2015 at the 10:55 a.m. worship service.

Coffee Rotation
Sunday, October 11

Melissa Wilson

Sunday, October 18
David Potter

2015 - 2016 Budget Discussions
We will discuss the 2015-2016 church budget
Wednesday, October 14 and Wednesday, October 21
at 5:45 p.m. in the Family Life Center before the adult
Bible Study.

Joyful Noises
Monday, October 12, 2015
10:00 a.m. ~ Peachtree-Brookdale
The Joyful Noises are scheduled to sing at Peachtree-Brookdale on
Monday, October 12 at 10:00 a.m. Jackie Holshouser will be in charge of
the group that day and Beth Webb will be our accompanist. If you have
been singing with this group this summer, or if you wish to join us, please
just show up at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, October 12. We are scheduled to
sing again Monday, November 9 at 10:00 a.m.

New Address for Dewey & Louise Taylor
Dewey & Louise Taylor have moved to Brookdale Assisted Living. Their
new address is: 2806 Peachtree Road Room 29, Statesville, NC 28625.

Senior Adult Luncheon
Thursday, October 15, 2015
11:00 a.m. ~ Family Life Center

Our program this month will be led by Dot Hamilton, a Statesville resident
and former missionary to Pakistan. She will talk about her experiences
during the twelve years she was there, while also sharing some insight
into the book of Revelation. As usual, the meal will be served at noon at a
cost of $6.00 payable at the door. Call the church office at 704-873-7231
to reserve your seat or sign up in your Sunday School class.

Note: Meeting will be in the Family Life Center.

How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my
mouth!
-Psalm 119:103

Newly Elected Deacons
At the 10:55 a.m. joint worship service, the congrega-
tion voted by written ballot to elect Crystal Beale, Don
Daniel, and Jeff Templeton to the Deacon Ministry
Team. They will begin to serve in January.

Christmas Ministries

Each year we share in the special program we call
White Christmas by sharing with needy families in our
community through gifts of toys, food, and clothing.
Even though it is just the beginning of October, plans
are already underway for our White Christmas Ministry
December 6. Plan now to be a part of this ministry.
There are things you can be doing right now to
prepare for this ministry:

1. Pray that God will lead us to the families that need it
the most. Pray that He will give us generous, loving,
and compassionate hearts, and that He will provide us
with the resources and the volunteers needed for this
ministry.

2. Mark your calendar now for December 6. This is
the day the families will be coming to pick up their Toys
and food.

3 Start cleaning out your closets and bring your good
used clothes to our clothes closet.

4. Watch for notices in your Sunday School classes
and the Interim to sign up to shop for the families using
the gift cards., and for other ways to help.

There is a place for everyone to serve. If you have any
questions, please call Carol Hunter at 704-876-1462



