
THE INTERIM
From the Pastor...

Preaching the Windows
This past Sunday I began a sermon series that will take us throughout the church year (Advent 
through Pentecost). It’s called “Preaching the Windows”, because we will allow our stained glass 
windows to guide us. As I explained last Sunday, stained glass windows were the original Power 
Point of the Church. While the preachers used words, the windows brought to life the story of 
Jesus.
 
Our side windows tell the story of Jesus. On the right side of the sanctuary (piano side), they begin 
with the birth of Jesus (Advent & Christmastide) and go through the ministry of Jesus (Epiphany). 
The left side of the sanctuary tells the story of Jesus’ Passion the last week of his life (Lent). They 
also contain windows for Easter Sunday, Ascension Sunday, and Pentecost Sunday.
 
In Eastertide (the Sundays following Easter) we will explore the window over the baptistery (The 
Welcoming Lord) as well as the window in the balcony (In-as-much Sayings). We will also look at 
some of the smaller imagery we sometimes miss in these windows. During Pentecost we will go 
to some windows not often seen – like the ones in the balcony stairwell, side windows and 
transoms.
 
To help you follow along with this series we are producing a pamphlet with photos and explanations of each window. They 
will be in the sanctuary this Sunday, or you can drop by the church and pick one up. I hope this series will both illuminate 
the stories our windows tell and remind us of our calling to follow Christ in the stories we are writing with our lives.

Advent & Christmas
Like everything else in 2020, Advent and Christmas will be a little different this year. We celebrate that a COVID vaccine is 
on the way, but know we must remain vigilant in protecting ourselves and our community for many more months. Therefore, 
we will have to limit the size of some of our favorite Christmas events to 75 persons and ask you to make reservations to 
attend.
 
Our Christmas Program will be at 6:00 p.m., Sunday, December 20, 2020 and you will need to make a reservation by 
December 17, 2020. Our staff is affectionately calling this year’s musical the “Non-tata;” because instead of choral music, 
it will consist mainly of instrumental music and a few solos.  It still promises, however, to lift your spirits and prepare you for 
Christmas.
 
On Christmas Eve, we will offer two services (noon and 4:00 p.m.) to help accommodate more people (75 in each service).  
You may sign up for either, but the noon service will be tailored more for families with children and youth. The 4:00 p.m. 
service will feature our traditional candlelight communion.  
 
Registration for all of these Christmas events is available on our website (www.statesvillefbc.org) or by calling the office 
(704-873-7231).  Reservations will be closed once we reach our capacity.  If you feel safer staying at home, these services 
will also be live-streamed.
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Thanks you to these men who assembled and packed boxes of 
food for our White Christmas families.



Schedule

Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of November 22 & 29, 2020

In-Person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .71

Live Stream Views. . . . . . . . . . . . . 42. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49

11/22 11/29

Sunday, December 6
7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson 

Uploaded to YouTube 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School - FLC & Zoom

10:00 a.m. Worship
Monday, December 7
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
7:00 p.m. Pickle Ball

Wednesday, December 9
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball

9:30 a.m. Precept Bible Study
12:00 p.m. Virtual Bible Study - Zoom

5:30 p.m. Wednesday Evening To-Go Meals
Menu: spaghetti with meatballs & brownies

Thursday, December 10
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball

1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
Sunday, December 13

7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson 
Uploaded to YouTube 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School - FLC & Zoom 
10:00 a.m. Worship

Monday, December 14
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
7:00 p.m. Pickle Ball

Wednesday, December 16
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball

9:30 a.m. Precept Bible Study
12:00 p.m. Virtual Bible Study - Zoom

5:30 p.m. Wednesday Evening To-Go Meals
Menu: meatloaf, mashed potatoes with gravy, mixed 

veggies, & chocolate chip cookies
Thursday, December 17

8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
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Financial Statistics

Giving Goal

Budget Receipts

Goals Met

Alms 

Designated

Year-to-Date
136,467.00

165,242.00

28,775.00

1,040.00

11,838.00

67,370.00

109,451.00

42,081.00

300.00

9,843.00
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December 1
Jean Crowder
December 2
Lelia Bondurant
December 3
David Falter
Arianna Wellman
December 4
Betty Colvert
Brenda Falter
December 7
Reg Brown
Thomas Tillery
December 8
Doris Lingerfelt
December 9
Jennie Church
Maggie Church
John Hudgins
Mike Parker
December 10
Tonya Pardue
December 12
Katie Welborn
December 13
Sharron Parish
December 14
Vicky Hatfield

December 15
Jan Cashion
Ray Hunt
December 17
Melinda Induni
Jeri Koontz
Donna Workman
December 19
Katie Allen
William Barnard
Tim Tompkins
December 20
Pat Sain
Alexis Williams
December 21
Georgiana Simon
December 23
Mary Jo Anderson
Emily Wiseman
December 25
Bob Cashion
Gail Taylor
December 26
Eleanor Price
December 28
Kelli Palmer
November 29
Jake Buckner
Jane Wiseman
December 30
Mike Minnix

Happy Birthday



Make Me Wise
How blessed is the man who finds wisdom

And the man who gains understanding.
Proverbs 3:13 NASB

 
Father, You say wisdom matters most. I need help understanding how a clear and level head is more valuable than wealth, 
health, or meaningful work. I don’t want to be like a child who wants to live on birthday cake and candy. Help me see the 
value of something so intangible and hard to obtain. I want to be mature in the things of heaven. Make me wise enough to 
understand, God. Then I’ll be able to order my priorities as You would. Make me wise enough to choose love over success, 
spiritual health over physical wellness, and treasure in heaven over possessions on earth. Make me wise enough to seek 
wisdom first.

Are you seeking wisdom from God first? Remember the WISE MEN sought the Christ child. 
Are you seeking wisdom this Christmas? Are you seeking Christ above all?

(Adapted from “365 Days of Prayer” by Stephanie Sample, available at Walmart)

His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather

Christmas Giving
Many folks like to make special gifts during the Christmas season. There are many worthy charities we encourage you to 
support, but it makes sense that our largest gifts would go to causes for Christ. After all, it is Jesus’ birthday we celebrate.

If you’d like to make a special gift through FBCS, just designate that on your check and envelope. Here are a few groups 
you can support through our church:

FBCS Ministry Budget
Our budget is the life stream of our many ministries. December is typically our largest offering and 
sets the tone for the rest of the year. In some ways December gifts determine how much we can 
accomplish going forward. We encourage you to make gifts beyond the budget, but never at its 
expense.

White Christmas
Each year our congregation collects funds to underwrite White Christmas. It takes around $12,000 to 
fund gifts and food for needy children and their families. We also sponsor Christmas parties for 
children at local group homes. So far we have collected about $7,500 for these ministries.

CBFNC– Causey Fund
Last year the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of North Carolina started the Jack and Mary Lib Causey 
Fund for Congregational Leadership. It builds on our former pastor’s legacy by providing scholarships 
for theological and continuing education for clergy and laity.  

CBF Global Missions
The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Global Missions Fund supports missionaries who are working to 
reach people groups that have little or no witness of the Gospel. This year’s fund focuses on Extend-
ing Hope and Hospitality as a way to share the message of Christ among the world’s refugees. 

SBC Lottie Moon Offering
The Southern Baptist Convention’s Lottie Moon Offering is named after a missionary who gave her 
own life for the starving people of China. Today it underwrites thousands of missionaries around the 
world who are focused on evangelism, church planting and training indigenous pastors. 
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AnnouncementsA Message from Minister of Young Families & 
Missions Elizabeth Kilby 

I am still in awe of the hands and feet that come together 
to make things happen during this time of year. My heart 
would be that we could be this close all year round, that 
we could be this centered in giving and bringing joy and 
caring for others. 

This year has provided challenges in how to gather and 
work together when we can’t truly gather together. I am 
continuously amazed by the ways in which things get 
accomplished. As we continue our Advent devotional 
may our hearts and minds continue to lean into Christ 
and the beating of His heart and we listen to where and 
how He is calling us to move. What a joy it is to move 
together with Him and in His purpose. 

Many thoughts and prayers, 
Elizabeth 

This year’s Christmas Music Program will be on 
Sunday, December 20, at 6:00 pm in the sanctu-
ary. We are affectionately calling this year’s 
program a “Non-tata” because instead of our 
usual choir, soloists, and instrumentalists we will 
present an evening of instrumental music with 
some vocal music. Seating is limited to 75 and a 
reservation is highly recommended to attend. The 
last day to make a reservation is Thursday,  
December 17. Come celebrate the season with 
us. 

CBF Mission Bite
Mission Bite 203: Open House Leads to Many Open 
Doors
Affordable housing or any type of housing is scarcely 
available for immigrants in many areas of Spain. This has 
led us to opening our home to a young Moroccan couple 
who were expecting their first child. They have been living 
with us since December while they look for a place of their 
own. He can earn enough to pay rent, but because he 
does not have a work contract, he cannot get a rental 
contract. On the bright side of this, we get to learn more 
about their culture and they ours. Our reputation among 
the Moroccan community has reached a new high. In 
appreciation for hosting this couple we have several invita-
tions if we are ever in Morocco and need a place to stay.

- Eddie and Macarena Aldape, CBF field personnel serv-
ing in Albacete, Spain

Christmas Music 
Program

Sunday, December 20
6:00 p.m.

On Christmas Eve we will offer two services 
(12-noon and 4:00 p.m.) so that we can accom-
modate more of our members. Seating is limited 
to 75 per service and a reservation is highly 
recommended. You may sign up to attend either 
service. The 12-noon service is being tailored 
more for our younger families. The 4:00 p.m. 
service will feature our usual communion and 
candlelight.

Christmas Eve Services
12 Noon & 4:00 p.m.


