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It has been encouraging to see many guests in our services lately.  As Easter approaches, we will hopeful-
ly see even more. Of course, the best way to have guests in worship is to invite them. Websites and adver-
tising are good, but most people visit a church because they are directly invited.
 
If you truly want our church to grow, there are two actions you can take.  First, as I said, invite people to 
join you.  Make a list of friends and family who might benefit from our ministries.  Reach out to neighbors 
and coworkers to tell them about First Baptist Church. Pray for these and speak as God leads.
 
Second, do all you can to make guests feel welcome.  If you invited them, make sure they know where to 
come and meet them there.  If you meet them in the service, be friendly and encouraging.  Of course, we 
don’t want to overwhelm folks, but we do want them to feel welcome.
 
Making folks feel welcome is easy.  You just think what it is like to go into someplace new where you don’t 
know anyone and imagine what would make you feel welcome.  You’d want someone to speak to you and 
introduce you to a few folks.  You’d want someone to explain how things work. And, you’d want someone 
to express interest in you without being overly nosey.
 
So please bring guests this Easter and help welcome the guests around you.  Introduce yourself.  Sign the 
blue registry book and pass it along to others.  State how much you appreciate them coming and tell them 
the things you like about First Baptist Church.
 
Folks come to church because they want to get closer to God and find a community that cares.  Our wor-
ship is inspirational, and our people are welcoming.  Let’s continue to grow by bringing others and welcom-
ing our guests.  It’s always good to see old friends, but make sure you also welcome newer folks into you 
circle.
 
Thank you for your prayers, cards, and other kindnesses during my recovery from surgery.  You are a 
wonderful congregation full of loving people.  It’s a privilege to be your pastor.  

Preschoolers celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.



Schedule
Sunday, March 23

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Live Stream

Monday, March 24
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball

Wednesday, March 26
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball 

5:15 p.m. Family Night Meal
6:00 p.m. Children’s & Youth Activities

6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

Thursday, March 27
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet

Sunday, March 30
9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Live Stream
Monday, March 31
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
Wednesday, April 2
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball 

2:30 p.m. Wond. Wed. After-School Program
5:15 p.m. Family Night Meal

6:00 p.m. Children’s & Youth Activities
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

Thursday, April 3
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet 
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Financial Statistics

Spiritual Statistics

Giving Goal

Budget Receipts

Goals Not Met

Alms

Designated

Year-to-Date
78,359.00

49,191.00

(29,169.00)

3,143.00

1,571.00

531,860.00

447,754.00

(84,107.00)

8,787.00

68,367.00

March

April 2
Betty Dyckes
Taylor Osborne
Gavin Williams
April 5
Amanda Church
April 6
Kevin Beale
April 7
Jack Devine
Darbee Lewis
April 8
Shirley Deal
April 11
Art Fincannon
April 12
Marc Poole
April 14
Rebecca Robbins
April 16
Anna Gordon
Lois Hawkins
Chris Hedrick
Todd Price

April 17
Will Kyles
Jeff Templeton
April 18
Susan Plyer
Jim Van Zee
April 21
Brock Lowrance
Bob Turnipseed
April 25
Melissa Tompkins
April 26
Leah Johnson
Mary Jane Rash
April 27
Peggy Yeckley
April 28
Sandra Henderson
Max James
April 30
Allen Lippard
Julie Wellman

Happy Birthday

3/9 3/16
In Person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165 . . . . . . . 119
Live Stream . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 . . . . . . . . 28
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .97. . . . . . . . .78



April 17
Will Kyles
Jeff Templeton
April 18
Susan Plyer
Jim Van Zee
April 21
Brock Lowrance
Bob Turnipseed
April 25
Melissa Tompkins
April 26
Leah Johnson
Mary Jane Rash
April 27
Peggy Yeckley
April 28
Sandra Henderson
Max James
April 30
Allen Lippard
Julie Wellman CBF Mission BIte from Laura Foushee 

"One day I received a message from Sarah, an exchange student from Europe who is studying in our city 
for half a year and has been attending our English worship service at Kanazawa Baptist Church each 
Sunday. She simply said, “I feel like God is working in my life right now, and I want to share more about it 
with you.” I took her to dinner and listened to her story of how she was growing in her faith through the 
numerically small but vibrant Christian community in our city, including our church. She will leave us to 
return home soon, but what a joy to know that during her short time with us, she has found the space and 
community to help her grow in faith. 

When I offer a word of welcome during our English wor-
ship gatherings, I often say “we hope that our church 
might provide a space for you to meet God and grow in 
your faith for however long you’re here.” Among our 
international worshipers, we have some traveling in our 
city for just a day and those who have been here close 
to a decade, but most fall somewhere in between as 
short-term residents. Our hope is that for however long 
someone is making a home in our city, our church can 
be a place where they learn more about who they are 
in Christ so that they are prepared to continue the jour-
ney of faith in their next location. This is equipping the 
Global Church."    

Laura Foushee     

Eulalia was born in 1872 to John C. Turner and Nancy Jane Tuck in the 
Bethany Community of Iredell County near Statesville.  She was the third 
born in a family with five children.  She shared stories of growing up rolling a 
metal hoop down Broad street when it was only a dirt road and sledding on 
hills around town.

Her brother, Dr. John Clyde Turner, was referred to as a son of the church, so 
it is safe for us to call Miss Eulalia a daughter of First Baptist.  Miss Eulalia 
was sent by First Baptist Church to serve at the Baptist Children’s Home in 
Thomasville in 1899 at the age of 27. After only 6 six years of service and 
after surviving a very serious encounter with Typhoid in the epidemic of 1905, 
Miss Eulalia became the Lady Manager of Mills Home in Thomasville. The 
Lady Manager was the second in command for the entire Children’s Home; a 
role she would fill until her retirement in1938.  

After 39 years of service, she returned to Statesville to live with her sister and spend time with her broth-
er.  She helped her sister-in-law, Lavinia, and her sister, Mary Tessie in running the Park Place green-
house while also continuing to be an active member in First Baptist Church.  Fleeta Speaks remembers 
her commitment to attending church on Wednesday Evenings, often calling Fleeta’s mother or father for 
a ride or, on rare occasions, hiring a taxi from Creedmoor’s rather than miss church. The book Love in 
Action: The Story of the Baptist Children’s Home had this to say about Miss. Eulalia: “During her forty 
years at Mills home her influence for good has never been surpassed according to those who worked 
with her and knew her best. Certainly, no greater childcare worker than Miss Eulalia has ever served at 
Mills Home. Miss Turner was firm and exacting. No child was allowed to do less than his best, and yet 
they loved and respected her. Many successful Christian homes exist today because of her unselfish 
and loving service.”  Miss. Eulalia passed in 1960, her head stone in Oakwood Cemetery reads “Well 
done thou good and faithful servant,” and what a fitting tribute one who spent her life in service of others. 

Historical Moment
Miss Eulalia Turner 
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FBC Begins 150th Anniversary Celebration
We have begun our Sesquicentennial (150 year) 
celebration of First Baptist Church of Statesville.  
First Baptist Church was founded November 21, 
1875.  Our largest celebration will be on November 
16, 2025, so mark your calendars for this special 
day. We will, however, be celebrating the entire 
year as we look at some of First Baptist Church’s 
core values:  

February – Our Church’s Resilience
March – Our Affirmation of Women
April – Our Commitment to Christ
May – Our Development of Leaders
June – Our Focus on Missions
July – Our Practice of Ministry
August – Our Discipling All Ages
September – Our Fellowship and Caring
October – Our Priority on Worship
November – Our Reaffirmation to Serve God: Yes-
terday, Today and Tomorrow.

Mrs. Sylvia Jolly came to Statesville in 1960 and almost immediately began making an impact in the 
community. Mrs. Sylvia Jolly saw a need in the church and the community to provide a place for children 
to grow and learn. She knew that children needed a stimulating environment, and thought that to be in 
church would be the very best thing. Mrs. Jolly shared that she had always viewed the preschool as a 
mission field. She saw an opportunity to share the love of Christ with both children and parents. 
 
Mrs. Jolly approached Miss Dare Teague, the Educational Director of First Baptist Church, with this idea 
and asked for her guidance. The First Baptist Kindergarten opened its doors on September 6, 1966.  
With the help of one assistant, Mrs. Jolly welcomed the first class of 17 children to the kindergarten.  
That first class met in what we now refer to as the handbell room. Mrs. Jolly consulted with the Baptist 
Children’s Home in Thomasville, NC, as she began her work by borrowing forms and learning about their 
operations. Over the next 10 years, the preschool grew, adding younger and younger children. Mrs. Jolly 
was not only the founding director of the FBC Preschool she was also a teacher in the program.  She 
served as the director for 35 years.  

While many things have changed over the last 59 years, it is remarkable how many traditions of the 
preschool remain. The highlight of the year for many of the children is still the annual visit from the fire 
truck. Mrs. Jolly spoke of field trips to area farms with exotic animals, and to the North Carolina Zoo in 
Asheboro. Today our preschoolers can be spotted at Rescue Ranch, Lazy 5 Ranch, or Patterson Farms.  
Mrs. Jolly spoke about Scholastic Book Fairs coming to the preschool, and we still send Scholastic Book 
orders home with the children.

Mrs. Jolly’s service extended beyond the preschool as well. She taught Sunday School and sang in the 
choir for many years. She was a full of joy and always ready to join in the fun. Even in her later years, 

when she was not able to get down in 
the floor with the children she mentioned 
how much she missed working with them 
and how she wished she could help at 
Vacation Bible School but wasn’t sure 
what she could do to be helpful. Melissa 
mentioned that we could always use 
some extra hands in preschool crafts 
and that she could do that safely from a 
chair. That week, Mrs. Jolly once again 
poured out her love on the children of 
First Baptist Church and the Statesville 
community as she helped them paint 
and color and reminded them of the 
Love of Christ. Mrs. Jolly left a legacy at 
First Baptist Church of providing a safe 
loving environment where children could 
learn about Christ, and we are honored 
to continue that legacy today. 

Historical Moment
Sylvia Jolly 

Sylvia Jolly (right) and Renae Keesbury (left) sing with  
preschoolers at the celebration 50th anniversary celebration 
in 2015.


