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Melissa and the children have a devotion at their sleepover

Happy Birthday!
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Join us at Wilderness Escape VBS, where
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Kendell Pardue

What is Your Song?

This week | read a sermon by David Wilkerson (remember “The Cross and the Switchblade”?). He cited Isaiah 24:14-16
talking about the song of the remnant in the end times—their time of fierce trial. Those who have studied the book of Revela-
tion know the devastation, destruction, and death that will be prevalent during that time. God was preparing Israel through
the prophet Isaiah to have a song ready to sing. | believe the message to all believers is that we, too, should have a song
ready to sing when we are going through hard times, or good times for that matter. Learn your song now so you will have it
ready to sing in your hour of trial.

What is your song? A hymn? A Bible verse? A prayer? Sing it! God loves music. He invented it.

His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather
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CBF Mission Bites

Mission Bite 187: Applying Lessons Learned

We struggle, like many others, to make sense of what is happening. In
light of this pandemic, we must find creative ways to continue our work
with immigrants here in Spain.

We are drawing on what God taught us on our first CBF field location.
While living in India, we had to learn to adjust to water and electricity
shortages, washing by hand, and hanging clothes outside. We were
evacuated because of the threat of war and had to spend two months
away from home. Through all of this we learned that trusting God and not
our circumstances was the answer. Now we are applying those lessons
once again.

-SMaparena Aldape, Ministry with Immigrants and Students, Albacete,
pain

Mission Bite 188: Kind Eyes

Just before all the coronavirus restrictions came into effect, | traveled to
Mexico. Things went smoothly just as | had prayed. Then on my return
home, | had a problem. After leaving customs and entering the security
are? for my connecting flight, | realized | had left my cell phone in
customs.

Returning to the door of the customs area | saw 3 security workers. They
gave me my cell phone. | ran back to the gate. | had missed the plane by
7 minutes. The next flight was 6 a.m. the next morning. It was almost 9
p.m. | decided to spend the night in the airport. | needed something to
eat. | went into a small fast food place. The waitress had a big smile and
kind eyes. | told her my story. After | finished, | saw two young men about
my son’s age looking at us. They had been listening to my story. They
also had kind eyes.

These eyes of compassion brought strength to my soul. They weren't
offering me a bed for the night or even conversation, but there was some-
thing about these eyes that spoke encouragement.

I continued to see these same compassionate eyes in other faces that
night. Eyes of fellow travelers stranded like | was, and eyes of the home-
less in the airport. It was an experience for me. | could have gone to a
hotel but I'm glad I didn’t.

| entered briefly into the place of vulnerability and homelessness where
many who are traveling as refugees and immigrants remain not for one
night, but sometimes many years.

God answered my prayer for a "good trip." | learned the value of compas-
sionate eyes. Perhaps this was preparation for the situation we are in
today with COVID-19...multitudes thinking their “good trip” has gone
haywire. May God give us His compassionate eyes and may we use
them to strengthen those who are in difficulty. (1 Corinthians 13: 4-8).

X
-Pat, CBF field personnel serving with Persian speakers

Announcements

A Note of Appreciation From

David & Nancy Deal
Thank you FBC family for your outpouring of love
to the family of Ovaline Watts. The meal lovingly
prepared by our adopted Sunday School class was
appreciated by our extended family. Many mem-
bers have honored Mother’s dedication to church
and family through the numerous cards, letters,
and phone calls.

A special thanks to Nelson who knows how to put
the right words of comfort and compassion togeth-
er at this time of grief. And a thank you to Eddie for
playing the old hymns that she loved so much.

We love you FBC family,
David & Nancy Deal

A Note of Appreciation From
Dianne Martin

It has now been three months since my husband
Jim died, and | want to take this opportunity to
thank my church family at First Baptist for all their
kindnesses — beautiful and meaningful cards,
personal notes, food, phone calls, and lots of
prayers. Generous memorial gifts have been
contributed to both Hospice and to our FBC
Benevolence fund.

Thank you so much,
Dianne Martin




