
Over the past few weeks we’ve had the delight of celebrating the children and youth of our church. We’ve 
celebrated several parent-child dedication services since the weeks we’ve returned from COVID and we 
look forward to even more.
  
Two weeks ago we celebrated seven young people who have grown up in our church and are now gradu-
ating high school and going on to further education. As we have both welcomed new babies and bid our 
best to our graduates, it has brought to mind the importance of our children’s and youth ministries.

Christianity lives from one generation to the next. We were blessed with the gospel and it is our responsi-
bility to pass it on to those who follow. Yet, even as we rejoice the faithfulness of the young people in our 
congregation, we realize that many young people are leaving the church.

As I stated Sunday, the dramatic rise of the “nones” (people with no religious affiliation) is both alarming 
and understandable. Young adults who have rejected traditional religious groups are turned off by the 
politicization of the church, moral failures of church leaders, and a lack of empathy. 
 
Worst of all, many who have rejected church, see us as irrelevant to their lives. Most are still seeking spiri-
tual guidance, but they no longer look for it in churches. This problem has little to do with style (types of 
worship or ministry programming) and everything to do with substance (who and Whose we are).

That is why this past Sunday I focused on the two windows on either side of our front entrance. On one 
side has IHS (the Greek abbreviation for Jesus) and the other XP (the Greek abbreviation for Christ). I 
noted that you only enter the church through Jesus Christ and you exit to serve Jesus Christ.

If we are to speak to a generation that does not want to hear us, we cannot be distracted by the noise of 
political, social, cultural, worship or any other “wars” that distract us from the centrality of Jesus Christ. 
Jesus told us that, “If I am lifted up … I will draw all people to me” (John 12:32).

Jesus was lifted up upon a cross and that sacrifice drew us in love. When we, in love, lift up Christ’s 
gospel, it has the power to draw young and old into the peace of salvation. After all, the identifying marker 
Jesus gave for his is disciples is love (John 13:35). I pray we both experience and extend that love each 
day.

 

June 20, 2021

Seven high school graduates were 
recognized in the worship service
on Sunday, June 6, 2021.
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Schedule

Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of June 6 & 13, 2021

Live Stream Views. . . . . . . . . . . . 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

In-Person. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 184

Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . .129. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .130

6/136/6

Sunday, June 20
Father’s Day

7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson 
Uploaded to YouTube 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School  
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Live Stream

Monday, June 21
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m. Pickle Ball

Wednesday, June 23
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball

7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thu rsday, June 24
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball

1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
 Sunday, June 27

7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson 
Uploaded to YouTube 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School  
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Live Stream

Monday, June 28
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m. Pickle Ball

Wednesday, June 30
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball

7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, July 1

8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
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Financial Statistics

Giving Goal

Budget Receipts

Goals Not Yet Met

Alms

Designated

Year-to-Date
659,881.00

573,232.00

(86,649).00

4,579.00

93,936.00

63,051.00

16,068.00

(46,983.00)

674.00

269.00
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July 1
Betsey Evans
Jenna Martin
Sean Martin
July 3
Phil Crowder
July 4
Elizabeth Benfield
Elizabeth Kilby
July 5
Cathy Parlier
Diane Wilkins
July 6
Theresa Martin
Jane Mitchell
July 7
Julia Eckliff
Carolyn Elliott
July 8
Nancy Garland
Carol Robinette
Vera Webster
Tracey Wilson
July 10
Paul Brendle
Will Harper
July 12
Bill Adcox
Jerry Livingston
July 14
Clyde Elliott
Gary Tolbert

July 15
Madelyn McLain
Preston McLain
Elliott Rushton
July 16
Donald Hatfield
July 17
Hannah Falter
July 18
Tom Falter
July 21
Lynette King
July 22
Paulette Templeton
July 23
Tiffany Acosta
July 24
Dale Wilson
July 25
Terry Earp
Dan Mitchell
July 26
Allison Faulkenberry
Jane Stiles
July 27
Ken Wilson
July 28
Gale Hall
Rob Hall
July 30
Bob Boroughs
Wanda Rushton
Carla Wimpy
July 31
Irving Boyles

Happy Birthday



The Hope of Righteousness
The Holy Spirit energizes our Christian life in all things, especially prayer. Galatians 5:5 tells us: “For we 
through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness”. As we grow in righteousness, our 
prayer life should become second-nature—less of a duty and more of a delight. The more we talk to God and 
listen to Him talk to us, the better we get to know Him. The better we know Him, the more secure we feel in 
Him. We were made righteous when we trusted Jesus Christ as our Savior. The hope of our righteousness 
is spending eternity with Him in heaven. It’s not a hope that keeps us up at night wondering, but a hope that 
lets us sleep confidently, knowing.

Do you want to know God better? Grow in righteousness? Feel the security of a close relationship with Him?  
Spend time in prayer. You are invited to join us each Monday morning at 9:00 a.m. as we endeavor to seek 
God for the concerns of our church and the world.

His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather   

What a wonderful week we had to celebrate the graduating seniors and our recent baby dedications. What 
a neat way to see the different huge life events that our members are going through. Add in our beautiful wed-
dings and funerals and the church gets to be a part of so many turning point moments in everyone's journey. 
What a wonderful opportunity to impact, encourage, and motivate others to make a difference as they navi-
gate life in various new and sometimes challenging ways. We get to do this with our mission opportunities as 
well. Things like the Clothes Closet, Vacation Bible School, PowerCross, Fifth Street Ministries, Iredell Chris-
tian Ministries, Yokefellow Ministries, and others meet people at critical points in their lives and help them 
walk, hopefully, a little closer to Jesus. We hope to help them feel a little less stressed out about the things 
this life can throw us. By investing in each other, we invest in the global church. By investing in the church, 
we invest in these partners. By investing in our own relationship with Jesus, we encourage those watching 
to see who He really is. May this season be a season of investment during all of life's transitions as we contin-
ue to live a life on mission.

Many thoughts and prayers,
Elizabeth     

A Message from Minister of Young Families & Missions Elizabeth Kilby

Graduation Sunday - June 6, 2021
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Announcements
Meet the Children’s Ministry Summer Intern

Kristina Sellers
Hello everyone! My name is 
Kristina Sellers and I am your 
summer intern for the 
children’s ministry this year. I 
have a Bachelor’s degree in 
child development from Appa-
lachian State University and 
am currently enrolled at Gard-
ner-Webb University pursuing 
a Master of Divinity with a 
concentration in Christian Education. I intend to be a 
children’s minister and appreciate all the experienc-
es that I have been afforded this summer. I cannot 
wait to continue to meet all of you and prepare for 
Vacation Bible School this year. 

Celebrating Vera Webster - 100 Years Young
I am Carolyn Hall Sherrill, a Statesville 
resident. Although I have never met 
you, I have been a friend to many differ-
ent individuals in the church over the 
years, and of course Vera Grose Web-
ster (as her hairdresser for over thirty 
some years). During this time I have 
gleaned a world of insight into her life 
and family.

We have a very good rapport through 
our long-established friendship. I am very aware how 
humble Vera is, but I felt led to write an article to the Record 
and Landmark in her honor. 

She is not aware of either the article or that I am sharing 
this photo to you. As a church historian, one learns how 
important it is to share church history with church members 
or the community at large. 

The article I wrote is on Faith-Love–Service which tells of 
the 100 years of this lady's life - with her family, marriage to 
Charles L. Webster, as a mother, grandmother, teacher and 
a volunteer. Certainly, she has touched many lives in her 
life; while being she a library of history for one to learn from; 
thus, the reasons for my article.

She taught in Iredell-Statesville Schools for over 48 years 
and is the oldest retired teacher in Iredell County and the 
state of North Carolina.

Vera Grose Webster - 100th birthday is July 8, 2021
 
Vera, what we believe is that God sent you into our lives 

to give us something to fight for,
to show us there is love in this world, 

to give us hope and to bring us joy, all the proof in God
we need is in you, for you are truly a gift from heaven. 

Unknown author
 
With sincere thanks and love, for allowing me to be a part 
of the celebration in this small way; and may the informa-
tion about Vera Grose Webster help spread her grace.
 
Carolyn Hall Sherrill
  

January 17, 2021

June 20, 2021

Discovery on Adventure Island
Vacation Bible School

July 26-30 
Save the Date! 

At Discovery on Adventure Island VBS, 
students will enjoy an interactive, 
energizing, Bible-based good time on their 
quest for God’s great light. They will 
become Explorers and discover how God’s 
light shines on us and how we can reflect 
that light as we live each day.


